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Form  of  Application  for  Charter 


\kT^y  the  undersigned,  native-born  Sons  of  Amer- 
ica  being  heartily  in  favor  of  the  principles 
and  objects  of  the  P.  0.  S.  A.,  do  hereby  make  form- 
al application  to  the  National  Camp,  (or  the  State 

Camp  of  ),  of  the  Patriotic  Order 

Sons  of  America,  to  be  created  and  installed  a  regu- 
lar Camp  of  the  Order.   To  be  located  at  

 County  of   . 

State  of   


Name. 


Age. 


Occupation. 


Residence. 


Birthplace. 


Applications  must  be  signed  by  at  least  twenty- 
five  persons  qualified  for  membership. 
Names  must  be  written  distinctly. 
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PREAMBLE 


WHEREAS,   The   experiences   of    all   ages   and  countriea 
distinctly  showeth  that  popular  liberty  demands  for  her 
preservation    against    "the   rage   of   party   spirit,  the 
wiles  of  ambition  and  the  stern  arm  of  power*'  the  undivided 
love  of  all  her  votaries  and  the  firm  determination  of  all  her 
friends  in  an  eternal  struggle  with  all  her  foes;  and 

Whereas,  The  history  of  the  world  most  plainly  proves  that 
it  is  the  business  of  one  generation  to  sow  the  seed  of  which 
another  reaps  the  harvest,  be  it  of  grain  or  tares,  of  good  or 
evil. 

Now,  therefore.  We,  the  undersigned  Sons  of  America,  do 
hereby  associate  ourselves  into  a  fraternity  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  integrity  and  sustaining  the  power,  of  the 
American  body  politic,  and  of  instructing  each  other  so  to  act 
as  citizens  of  our  great  country,  that  all  her  interests  and 
rights  may  be  preserved,  and  that  those  who  come  among  us 
shall  have  the  fullest  respect  for,  and  strive  to  become,  real 
Americans,  at  heart  and  in  name.  In  which  act  of  association 
we  severally  pledge  ourselves  to  the  observance  and  support  of 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  regulations  of  this  Fraternity  as  be- 
comes the  sons  of  freemen,  willing  to  submit  to  the  restraints  of 
social  order,  and  acknowledging  no  other  bonds  but  those  of 
duty  to  God,  our  Country  and  ourselves. 

We  desire  this  declaration  of  principles  to  be  taken  and 
construed  only  at  its  face  value,  and  that  no  additions  nor 
variations  shall  be  read  into  it,  and  our  order  thereby  be 
misrepresented.  As  an  American  fraternity,  it  is  our  sole 
purpose  to  stand  for,  and  work  openly  for,  a  purer,  nobler, 
more  genuine  American  patriotism. 
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Platform  of  Principles 

OF  THE 

Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America 


REVISED  BY  THE  NATIONAL  CAMP  AT  INDIANAPOLIS, 
INDIANA,   SEPTEMBER   17TH  AND    18TH,  1895 


The  following  is  the  platform  of  principles  of  the  Order  as 
enunciated  by  the  National  Camp: 

Next  to  the  love  for  the  Creator,  we  believe  that  patriotism 
IS  one  of  the  highest  and  noblest  affections  of  the  human  soul. 

We  believe  that,  without  patriotic  citizens,  the  institutions 
of  no  country  are  safe,  and  that  none  will  so  jealously  guard 
and  protect  them  as  those  born  and  reared  under  their  influence. 

We  believe  that  we  have  the  best  form  of  government  for 
the  masses  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  for  the  welfare, 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  all  American  citizens  and  their 
descendants,  we  desire  to  protect  our  form  of  government  and 
to  preserve  it  intact  from  the  influence  and  control  of  any 
foreign  power. 

By  disseminating  sentiments  of  loyalty  and  i)atriotism,  and 
by  establishing  a  fraternal  feeling  of  devotion  to  country  among 
all  its  citizens  we  hope  to  make  it  impossible  for  anyone  to 
live  under  the  protection  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  who  does 
not  honor  and  revere  it,  and  who  would  not  be  willing  to  give 
A"®  defense  of  the  principles  of  freedom  and  justice 
which  it  represents. 

Holding  that  the  elective  franchise  is  the  supreme  test  of 
fealty  and  patriotism,  and  belie^^ing  that  right  character  in  the 
individual  and  the  supremacy  of  civic  virtue  in  the  life  of  the 
people  are  imperatively  essential  in  a  government  by  universal 
suffrage  it  is  our  intention  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  ballot 
and  to  have  it  intelligently  and  legitimately  used. 

The  bulwark  of  our  liberty  is  our  system  of  free  public 
schools,  and  we  must  insist  that  they  be  kept  absolutely  free 
trom  all  narrow  sectarian  or  foreignizing  influences,  and  that 
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they  be  under  the  sole  control  of  officers  elected  by  the  People. 
We  are  in  favor  of  compulsory  school  attendance  reasonal)b 
administered,  and  industrial  education. 

We  shall  always  have  with  us  the  wise  and  the  ijno'ffot. 
the  strong,  the  weak,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  m  order  that 
all  may  eiioy  a  right  to  earn  a  livelihood,  it  is  the  duty  of 
?he  government  to  protect  the  ignorant,  the  weak  and  the 
poor  to  thTextent  of  equal  opportunities  under  the  law  and 
against  aU  forms  of  oppression  by  wholesome  regulations  of 
industrial  affairs. 

We  are  opposed  to  the  occupancy  of  any  P*^*  f^^^.^^^.^^^S 
by  foreign  speculators  or  adventurers,  and  we  believe  that  all 
the  riources  of  the  nation  should  be  reserved  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  American  citizens. 

We  demand  the  restriction  of  immigration,  not  on  account 
of  race  or  religious  creeds,  but  upon  P^^ysical  mentel  and 
moral  crounds,  that  our  country  may  cease  to  be  filled  with 
Snafs,  agitators  against  law  and  order,  insane  and  Paupers 
With  these  exceptions,  we  cordially  welcome  all  foreigners  who 
come  to  thircountry  with  the  honest  desire  of  becoming  loyal 
Amev^^n  ^t^^  Ind  who  sincerely  disavow  all  allegiance 
to  foreign  governments. 

We  are  opposed  to  any  grant  or  donation  of  any  land, 
mon^  or  personal  property  by  the  State  or  any  public  corpor- 
ationf  for  ^y  sectarian  purpose,  and  to  the  appropriation  or 
payment!  from  any  public  fund  of  anything  m  aid  of  any 
sectarian  purpose  whatever. 

This  Order  shall  never  be  used  to  advance  the  political 
interests  of  any  member  f^om  a  parti^san  stan^^^^^^^^ 
any   individual   or   political  party ;   nor   shall  /uwecw   oi  a 
partisan  or  sectarian  nature  ever  be  the  subject  of  debate  or 
discussion  within  our  Order.  ^  ^  v^^ 

A  creed  of  the  lips,  denied  and  dishonored  by  the  life, 
merite  to  its  professor  general  contempt,  and  the  creed  of  a 
SSe  patHot  like  that  of  a  man  of  true  piety,  will  control  his 
e^^ry  act  and  direct  all  of  his  energies  to  the 

prSmotton  of  the  highest  welfare  of  his  country  and  his 
fellowmen.  ,     ,  . 

to         Iriih  us  in  our  work  of  fellowship  and  love. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

NATIONAL  CAMP 

OF  THE 

Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America 

Revised  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  September  22  and  23,  1925. 


ARTICLE  I. 

TITLE. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America. 

ARTICLE  II. 

RESERVED  POWERS. 

The  National  Camp  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America  hereby  reserves  to  itself  all  powers  which 
are  not  delegated. 


ARTICLE  III. 

STRUCTURE  OF  THE  ORDER. 

This  Order  shall  be  composed  of  (a)  The  National 
Camp;  (b)  Such  State  Camps  as  possess  warrants 
or  charters  legally  granted,  which  have  not  been 
surrendered,  suspended  or  revoked;  (c)  Such  Sub- 
ordinate Camps  as  possess  warrants,  or  charters, 
which  have  not  been  surrendered,  suspended  or  re- 
voked; (d)  Commandery  General. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

DIVISIONS  AND  DEGREES. 

Section.  1.  The  divisions  of  the  Order  shall  be 
Camps  and  Commanderies. 
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g  NATIONAL  CAMP  CONSTITUTION  

Sec  2.  There  shall  be  but  one  degree  in  the  Or- 
der, in  which  all  Camps  shall  open,  close  and  trans- 
act business;  using  the  Initiatory  Cereniony  for  the 
admission  of  members  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Ritual.  ,  „  ,    ..i  -4? 

Sec  3.  The  Commanderies  shall  be  the  uniform- 
ed rank  of  the  Order,  and  shall  be  controlled  by  a 
code  of  laws  prepared  by  a  Commandery  General; 
provided  it  be  in  conformity  with  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  4.  Subordinate  Camps  may  organize  Com- 
panies to  be  known  as  Patriotic  Guards,  which  shall 
be  governed  by  such  rules  as  the  several  Subordinate 
Camps  provide. 

ARTICLE  V. 

SUPREME  GOVERNMENT. 

The  supreme  government  of  this  Order  shall  be 
vested  in  the  National  Camp,  and  shall  consist  of 
three  co-ordinate  departments:  viz:— The  Legisla- 
tive, the  Executive  and  the  Judicial. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Section  1.  Legislative  powers  of  government 
shall  be  vested  in  a  National  Camp. 

Sec  2  (a)  The  National  Camp  shall  be  compos- 
ed of  all  Past  National  Presidents  in  good  standing; 
its  officers  as  designated  in  this  Constitution,  the 
Representatives  legally  elected  or  appointed  ana 
State  Camp  Secretaries.  i       n  i,o^r^ 

Sec  2.  (b)  The  Commandery  General  shall  have 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  in  the  National  Camp 
which  are  accorded  to  State  Camps;  provided  that 
said  Commandery  General  has  complied  with  the 
National  Camp  Constitution  and  the  General  Laws 
of  the  Order.  _  _ 

Sec  3.  The  Officers  of  the  National  Camp  shall 
be,   National  President,  National  Vice  President, 
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National  Master  of  Forms,  National  Secretary,  Na- 
tional Assistant  Secretary,  National  Treasurer.  Na- 
tional Chaplain,  National  Conductor,  National  In- 
spector, National  Guard,  the  National  Executive 
shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  4.  Nominations  of  Officers  shall  be  in  order 
during-  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day;  election  of 
Officers  during-  morning  session  of  second  dav;  in- 
stallation of  Officers  shall  be  the  last  regular 'order 
of  business  at  a  regnjlar  session  of  the  National 
Camp;  but  no  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  an  office  in 
the  National  Camp  who  is  not  a  member  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  Officers  of  the  National  Camp,  except  the 
National  Chaplain  and  Assistant  National  Secretary, 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  a  Maioritv  of  votes 
cast  at  a  Regular  session  of  the  National  Camp, 
and  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  tvro  years,  and 
until  their  successors  are  elected  and  installed. 

Sec.  6.  Each  State  Camp  rendering  a  report  as 
required  by  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Represent- 
ative at  large,  and  one  additional  represent- 
ative for  every  one  thousand  members,  or  fractional 
part  thereof,  under  its  jurisdiction  according  to  its 
report  rendered  to  the  National  Camp  prior  to  its 
sessions.  Every  State  Camp  Secretarv  rendering  a 
report  as  required  by  law  shall  be  ex-officio  entitled 
to  all  rig-hts  and  privileges  of  a  Representative. 

Sec.  7.  Each  State  where  there  are  Subordinate 
Camps  and  no  State  Camp,  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
Representative  for  each  one  thousand  members  or 
fractional  part  thereof;  such  representatives  shall 
be  elected  by  a  convention  of  tvro  delegates  from 
each  Subordinate  Camp.  The  Convention  shall  be 
called  by  a  proclamation  of  the  National  President, 
and  meet  at  least  one  month  prior  to  the  sessions 
of  the  National  Camp. 

Sec.  8.  Representatives  from  State  Camps  to 
the  National  Camp  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  man- 
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ner  as  State  Camp  Officers  are  elected  and  serve 
for  two  years  from  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Camp  next  ensuing  such  election.  " 
cancy  occurs  in  the  position  of  Representat  ve  to 
the  National  Camp,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by 
appointment  by  the  State  President. 

Sec  9.  Members  of  the  National  Camp  shall 
have  been  active  members  in  good  standing  in  some 
Subordinate  Camp  one  year  prior  to  election. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CAMP. 

Section  10.  The  National  Camp  shall  meet  bien- 
nially on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September  at  10 
A.  M.  at  such  place  as  it  shall  designate. 

Sec  11.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the 
National  President  upon  the  requisition  of  one- 
■fnnvth  of  all  State  Camps,  or  upon  the  call  oi  a 
maSrit?  of  the  members  of  the  National  Camp 
SuTmeetings  shall  be  held  at  the  Plac^  las^^ 
upon  for  the  next  session  of  the  National  Camp. 
X  only  business  transacted  at  such  Special  meet- 
ings shall  be  clearly  stated  in  the  call  for  such 
meetings.  .  . 

Sec.l2.  Should  any  public  calamity,  imperative 
exigency  or  emergency  so  require  the  NaUonal 
Executive  Committee  m^y .  designate  a  different 
time  or  place  at  which  meetings  shall  be  heia. 

QUORUM  AND  VOTING. 

Sec  13.  One-fourth  of  the  membership  of  the 
National  Camp  shall  constitute  %  quorum;  but  a 
smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day.  ine 
National  Camp  may  make  such  rules  of  order  as  it 
mav  deem  proper.  All  voting  shall  be  viva  voce, 
^r  by  Yeas  and  Nays,  except  as  otherwise  provided 
by  this  Constitution.  The  Yeas  and  Nays  shall  be 
taken  upon  demand  of  t^^nty-five  members  pres^^^^ 
and  shall  be  entered  upon  the  journal.    All  que. 
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tions  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  vote  except  in 
such  cases  where  a  specific  number  is  required  by 
law. 

Sec.  14.  Each  member  of  the  National  Camp 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote. 

Sec.  15.  The  National  Camp,  (a)  Shall  pass  upon 
and  determine  the  qualifications  and  election  of  its 
own  members. 

(b)  Shall  provide  by  law,  a  sufiicient  revenue  for 
its  maintenance  and  support. 

(c)  Shall  define  offences  and  prescribe  penalties. 

(d)  Shall  enact  General  Laws  for  the  promotion 
of  the  general  welfare  of  the  Order  and  carry  into 
execution  the  power  vested  in  the  National  Camp. 

(e)  Shall  provide  by  law  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  orders  of  the  National  Camp,  the  National 
Executive  Committee  and  the  National  President. 

(f)  Shall  provide  by  law  for  the  impeachment 
and  removal  from  office  of  any  officer  of  the  National 
Camp. 

Sec.  16.  (a)  All  "General  Laws"  enacted  by  the 
National  Camp  shall  be  general  in  application  and 
shall  take  effect  sixty  days  after  passage,  unless 
therein  otherwise  provided. 

(b)  All  proposed  amendments  or  repeals  of  Gen- 
eral Laws  shall  be  submitted  in  writing.  The  prop- 
osition shall  set  forth: — First;  the  entire  article  or 
section  proposed  to  be  altered  or  amended;  Second; 
The  change  proposed;  and  Third;  the  article  or 
section  as  it  will  appear  when  so  altered  or  amend- 
ed. 

Sec.  17.  The  National  Camp  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings  which  shall  be  published  and  dis- 
tributed in  such  manner  as  it  may  be  determined. 
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ARTICLE  VIL 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Section  1.  (a)  The  executive  powers  of  the  Na- 
tional Camp  shall  be  vested  in  a  National  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

(b)  The  National  President,  National  Vice  Pres- 
ident, National  Master  of  Forms,  National  Secre- 
tary, and  National  Treasurer  shall  constitute  such 
National  Executive  Committee. 

(c)  The  National  President  shall  be  the  Chairman 
of  this  committee.  He  shall  convene  the  Commit- 
tee as  often  as  occasion  may  require  or  upon  writ- 
ten request  of  a  majority  thereof.  A  complete 
record  of  all  meetings  shall  be  kept,  and  an  abstract 
thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  next  stated  sessions 
of  the  National  Camp. 

(d)  The  Executive  Committee  shall  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  Order  and  are  vested  with  all  power 
and  authority  necessary  for  the  full  performance  of 
such  duty. 

(e)  They  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the 
National  Camp  may  prescribe. 

(f )  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Na- 
tional Vice  President,  National  Master  of  Forms, 
National  Secretary  or  National  Treasurer,  the  re- 
maining members  of  the  committee  shall  hll  sucn 
vacancy  by  appointment  from  the  National  Oamp 
membership.  In  case  of  vacancy  in  any  subordinate 
National  Camp  office,  the  National  President  shall 
fill  the  same  by  Appointment. 

Sec  2  This  Committee  shall  during  the  recess 
of  the  National  Camp,  be  its  general  business  agent; 
having  charge  of  the  finances  and  such  other  busi- 
ness as  shall  legitimately  come  before  it.  It  may 
grant  charters  for  State  Camps  and  for  Subordmate 
Camps  in  States  and  Territories  where  there  are 


NATIONAL  CAMP  CONSTITUTION  13 


no  State  Camps,  and  may  suspend  charters  of 
State  and  Subordinate  Camps  (under  National 
Camp  jurisdiction)  imtil  the  next  session  of  the  Na- 
tional Camp. 

Sec.  3.  This  Committee  shall  not  create  an  in- 
debtedness or  issue  a  warrant  against  any  fund  in 
excess  of  the  amount  specified  in  the  appropriations 
of  the  National  Camp. 

Sec.  4.  This  Committee  may  grant  special  per- 
mission to  State  Camps  and  Subordinate  Camps  un- 
der its  jurisdiction,  when  the  subject  matter  is  not 
covered  by  law,  or  when  in  its  judgment  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  case  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
Order  demand  it;  but  such  special  permission  shall 
remain  in  force  only  until  the  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Camp,  when  action  thereon  shall  be  taken  by 
said  body. 

THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  1.  (a)  In  case  of  the  death,  impeachment, 
removal  from  office,  resignation,  or  inability  to  dis- 
charge the  powers  and  duties  of  the  National  Pres- 
ident, the  same  shall  devolve  upon  the  National 
Vice  President  and  the  National  Master  of  Forms 
in  the  order  named. 

(b)  The  National  President  shall  appoint  and  re- 
move at  pleasure  in  States  and  Territories  where 
there  are  no  State  Camps,  District  Presidents  who 
shall  have  general  super\ision  of  Camps  in  their 
several  Districts,  and  perform  such  duties  under  the 
direction  of  the  National  President  as  he  and  the 
laws  may  direct. 

The  National  President  shall,  at  each  regular  ses- 
sion submit  a  wi^itten  report  of  all  his  official  acts 
and  the  general  condition  of  the  Order,  and  make 
such  recommendations  as  he  may  deem  proper  for 
the  information  of  the  National  Gamp. 
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The  National  President  shall  have  power  to  grant 
dispensations  as  the  National  Camp  may  authorize 
by  law;  such  dispensations  shall  remain  in  force 
during  the  period  therein  limited;  but  in  no  case 
beyond  the  meeting  of  the  next  National  Camp,  and 
may  be  revoked  at  his  pleasure. 

(e)  The  National  President  shall  preside  over  all 
the  meetings  of  the  National  Camp,  have  the  casting 
vote  when  the  National  Camp  be  equall^r  divided, 
except  in  the  election  of  officers,  and  when  the  Yeas 
and  Nays  are  called  he  shall  vote  last.  He  shall 
appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  commission  National  organ- 
izers in  States  and  Territories  having  no  State 
Camp.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  required  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Order. 

The  National  Vice  President  shall  perform  the 
usual  duties  of  Vice  President  and  as  may  be  re- 
quired of  him;  and  in  case  of  the  vacancy  of  the 
office  of  National  President  from  any  cause,  at  once 
assume  the  duties  and  powers  of  that  office. 

The  National  Master  of  Forms  shall  in  case  of 
the  disability  of  both  the  National  President  and 
the  National  Vice  President,  proceed  as  provided 
for  the  National  Vice  President  in  Sectoin  2  of  this 
Article.  He  shall  also  have  general  supervision  of 
the  secret  work  of  the  Order,  select  and  transmit 
passwords  and  keep  and  preserve  the  evidence  of  all 
unwritten  work. 

Sec.  4.  The  National  Secretary  shall  make  a  true 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Camp 
and  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  summon 
the  members  to  attend  all  regular  and  special  meet- 
ings of  the  National  Camp;  keep  the  financial  ac- 
counts of  his  office;  receive  all  moneys  due  the 
National  Camp  and  pay  the  same  to  the  National 


NATIONAL  CAMP  CONSTITUTION 


15 


Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor,  and  perform 
such  other  duties  as  required  by  the  Laws  of  the 
Order. 

Sec.  5.  The  National  Ti'easurer  shall  be  the  cus- 
todian of  all  moneys  and  certificates  of  investment 
belonging-  to  the  National  Camp;  and  pay  all  orders 
drawn  on  him  by  the  National  President,  attested 
bv  the  National  Secretary.  He  shall  make  a  full  and 
complete  report  of  his  accounts  at  the  regular  ses- 
sions of  the  National  Camp,  and  whenever  required 
by  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  6.  The  subordinate  National  Camp  Officers 
shall  be: — 

(a)  National  Chaplain;  who  shall  conduct  reli- 
gious services  at  the  opening  of  every  session  of 
the  National  Camp  and  at  its  final  adjouimment. 

(b)  National  Assistant  Secretary;  who  shall  as- 
sist the  National  Secretary  in  recording  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  National  Camp  and  perforni  such 
other  service  as  the  National  Secretary  may  direct. 

(c)  National  Conductor;  who  shall  take  up  the 
password  from  all  present  at  each  session  of  the 
National  Camp,  assist  in  all  ceremonies  and  per- 
form such  duties  as  the  National  President  may 
direct. 

(d)  National  Inspector;  who  shall  safeguard  the 
National  Camp  from  intrusion  by  guarding  the  inner 
door  and  admitting  none  without  the  cui-rent  pass- 
word or  upon  the  direction  of  the  National  Pi'e si- 
dent.  ,  -  , 

(e)  National  Guard;  who  shall  have  charge  of  the 
outer  door  and  whose  duties  shall  be  similar  to  those 
of  the  National  Inspector  and  under  his  direction. 

Sec.  7.  The  Trustees  shall  invest  all  moneys  plac- 
ed in  their  hands  by  the  National  Camp  for  that  pur- 
pose. All  investments  shall  be  made  in  the  name 
of  "The  Trustees  of  the  National  Camp  of  the  P.  0. 
S.  of  A."    They  shall  make  no  investments  except 
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in  Bonds  secured  by  mortgages  on  real  estate,  secur- 
ities of  Bonds  or  Loans  of  the  United  States  and 
Municipal  or  State  Bonds.  They  shall  have  no 
power  to  alter,  change  or  dispose  of  any  such  in- 
vestments or  securities  without  the  sanction  of  the 
National  Camp  or  the  National  Executive  Commit- 
tee. They  shall  have  charge  of  real  estate,  securi- 
ties, and  investments  of  the  National  Camp;  col- 
lect the  income,  interest  and  dividends  thereof  and 
pay  the  same  over  to  the  National  Secretary  im- 
mediately after  collection.  They  shall  make  a  full 
report  to  the  National  Camp  of  all  their  trans- 
actions, with  a  list  of  all  securities  held  for  the 
National  Camp,  and  a  statment  of  the  condition 
of  the  investments. 


ARTICLE  VIIL 

THE  JUDICIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  powers  of  the  National  Camp 
shall  be  vested  in  the  National  Executive  Committee 
and  shall  be  governed  by  Article  2  and  3  of  the 
General  Laws. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

MISCONDUCT  IN  OFFICE. 

Any  Officer  or  member  of  the  National  Camp,  or 
of  any  State  Camp  may  be  removed  from  office  or 
expelled  from  membership,  or  both,  for  misconduct; 
provided  that  charges  shall  have  been  regularly 
made  and  copies  thereof  furnished  the  accused  at 
least  ten  days  before  trial.  Such  trial  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  the  National  Camp  or  State  Camp  having 
jurisdiction,  under  the  rules  governing  trials  of 
members  in  the  Subordinate  Camps. 


ARTICLE  X. 

STATE  CAMPS. 

Sec.  1.  When  twenty  Subordinate  Camps  located 
in  one  State  or  when  such  number  of  Subordinate 
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Camps  as  the  National  Executive  Committee  shall 
deem  sufficient,  located  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  any  of  the  territories  or  dependencies  of  the 
United  States,  shall  make  proper  application,  the 
National  Camp  may  in  its  discretion  gi-ant  a  Char- 
ter, and  the  National  Executive  Committee  may 
grant  a  Warrant  to  remain  in  effect  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  National  Camp,  and  institute  a  State 
Camp,  which  shall  have  jurisdiction  and  control 
over  all  Subordinate  Camps  in  such  matters  as  are 
not  reserved  by  the  Constitution  and  General  Laws 
of  the  National  Camp. 

Sec.  2.  State  Camps  shall  have  power  to  adopt 
a  constitution  and  enact  laws  not  in  conflict  with 
the  Law  of  the  Order;  to  pro\'ide  and  appropriate 
moneys  for  their  government  and  maintenance;  to 
define  offenses  and  prescribe  penalties;  to  provide  a 
constitution  and  enact  laws  for  Subordinate  Camps 
under  their  control;  to  grant  warrants  or  charters 
to  Camps  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  such^  other 
powers  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  promotion  of 
the  general  welfare  of  the  Order,  not  in  conflict 
with  the  National  Camp  constitution  and  General 
Laws. 

STATE  CAMP  CONSTITUTIONS. 

Sec.  3.  No  Constitution  of  any  State  Camp,  or 
Commandery  General,  or  any  amendment  thereto, 
shall  go  into  effect  until  approved  by  the  National 
President.  Constitutions  and  amendments  shall  be 
submitted  in  duplicate,  over  the  signatures  of  the 
State  President  and  State  Secretary;  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief and  Recorder-in-Chief  of  the  Command- 
eiT  General,  with  the  seal  of  the  State  Camp  or 
Commandery  General  affixed  thereto. 

STATE  CAMP  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  4.  The  elective  officers  of  a  State  Camp  shall 
be  State  President,  State  Vice  President,  State 
Master  of  Forms,  State  Secretary,  State  Treasurer 
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and  three  or  more  State  Camp  Trustees.  The  State 
Conductor,  State  Inspector  and  State  Guard  may 
either  be  elective  or  appointive  as  any  State  Camp 
may  decide. 

Sec.  5.  The  appointive  officers  shall  be  a  State 
Chaplain,  State  Assistant  Secretary,  members  of 
the  State  Board  of  Appeals,  (if  established)  and 
District  Presidents. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

UNIFORMITY. 

Sec.  1.  All  State  Camps  shall  enforce  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  work  of  the  Order  according  to  the 
forms  furnished  by  the  National  Camp.  They  shall 
not  adopt,  use  or  suffer  to  be  used,  any  other 
charg'es,  lectures,  degrees,  ceremonies,  forms  of 
installation,  or  regalia,  than  those  prescribed  by  the 
National  Camp. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

SUBORDINATE  CAMPS,  NAME  AND  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  1.  When  at  least  twenty-five  qualified  per- 
sons shall  present  a  petition  asking  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Subordinate  Camp  to  be  located  in 
a  State  where  there  is  no  State  Camp,  the  National 
Camp  may  grant  a  warrant  and  institute  same;  and 
at  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  issue  a  charter,  and 
the  Camp  so  instituted  cannot  voluntarily  surrender 
its  charter  nor  dissolve  so  long  as  ten  members 
object  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  Each  and  every  Subordinate  Camp  shall 
be  known  as  "Washington  Camp."  The  Number 
thereof  being  given  by  the  National  or  State  Camp 
having  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  3.  The  elective  officers  of  a  Subordinate 
Camp  shall  be  President,  Vice  President,  Master  of 
Forms,  Recording  Secretary,  Financial  Secretary, 
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Ti'easurer,  Conductor,  Inspector,  Guard  and  three 
Trustees.  ,     ^i     ,  . 

Sec.  4.  The  appointive  officers  shall  be  Chaplain, 
Assistant  Secretary,  and  four  or  more  Sentinels. 

Sec.  5.  The  position  of  Junior  Past  President 
shall  be  filled  by  election  at  the  organization  of  the 
Camp;  after  that  by  succession  only. 

Sec.  6.  Subordinate  Camps  may,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  National  or  State  Camps  having 
jurisdiction,  pro\ide  for  the  payment  of  sick  or 
death  benefits,  or  both. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

MEMBERSHIP  QUALIFICATIONS. 

Sec.  1.  Any  white  male  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  membership  in  the  Order  if  he  be  of  good  moral 
character,  at  least  sixteen  years  of  age,  a  believer 
in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  as  Creator 
and  Pi-eserver  of  the  Universe,  bom  on  the  soil  or 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  in  favor 
of  free  education,  opposed  to  any  union  of  Church 
and  State,  and  to  the  interference  of  any  Foreign 
power,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  Government, 
and  not  affiliated  with  any  secular,  religious,  or 
other  organization  opposed  or  antagonistic  to  the 
American  system  of  free  public  schools.  The  pro- 
visions of  this  article  shall  not  be  subject  to^  the 
granting  of  any  special  permission  by  the  National 
President  or  National  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2,  Membership  in  the  Order  shall  be  divided 
and  classified  as  follows.  Beneficial,  Non-Beneficial, 
Honorary  and  Life  Members. 

Sec.  3.  Beneficial  members  shall  consist  of  that 
class,  who  participate  in  both  sick  and  death  bene- 
fits; they  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  Camp 
an  adequate  amount  in  dues  as  fixed  by  the  Local 
Laws  of  the  Camp.  They  shall  have  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  full  membership  in  the  Order. 
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No  applicant  for  membership  shall  be  admitted 
into  this  class  of  Beneficial  members  if  over  fifty- 
five  years  of  age. 

Sec.  4.  Non-Beneficial  Members  shall  consist  of 
that  class,  who  do  not  participate  in  either  sick  or 
death  benefits.  They  shall  have  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  full  membership  in  the  Order,  except 
that  they  shall  have  no  voice  or  vote  on  the  pay- 
ment of  sick  or  death  benefits.  They  shall  pay  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Camp  such  amount  in  dues  as 
the  Camp  provides  in  its  lavN's.  They  shall  not  be 
required  to  pay  any  assessment  le\aed  for  sick  or 
death  benefits.  There  shall  be  no  age  limit  for 
Non-Beneficial  members  except  that  they  be  not 
under  sixteen  years  of  age  when  admitted. 

Sec.  5.  Non-Beneficial  members  may  be  transfer- 
red to  the  Beneficial  Class,  if  under  fifty-five  years 
of  age,  by  making  application  in  v^-riting,  to  the 
Camp  requesting  such  transfer.  The  President  shall 
appoint  a  committee  of  three  Beneficial  members 
present,  who  shall  investigate  the  health  of  the  ap- 
plicant and  if  reported  favorably  including  a  sat- 
isfactory Medical  Certificate,  he  shall  be  balloted 
for  by  the  Beneficial  members  present,  and  if  no 
black  balls  appear  the  Financial  Secretary  shall 
make  the  transfer. 

Sec.  6.  Honorary  members  shall  consist  of  that 
class  of  distinguished  citizens,  who,  otherwise  qual- 
ified for  membership,  may  be  elected  by  the  Camp 
to  such  membership.  They  shall  receive  the  initia- 
tory work  and  must  sign  the  Constitution.  They 
shall  have  all  the  privileges  of  \isiting  Camps,  shall 
have  a  voice  on  all  questions  but  no  vote.  They 
shall  not  have  the  right  to  hold  office.  Thay  shall 
not  receive  the  password,  but  be  admitted  by  Card 
for  which  they  shall  pay  annually  a  fee  of  Five  dol- 
lars, and  upon  payment  the  Camp  shall  issue  an 
Honorary  Membership  Card    They  shall  be  exempt 
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from  all  dues  and  assessments  and  shall  not  receive 
any  pecuniary  benefits.  The  regular  per  capita  tax 
shall  be  paid  on  Honorary  members. 

Sec.  7.  Life  members  shall  constitute  that  class, 
who,  by  paying"  an  adequate  fee,  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Order  without 
further  payment  of  dues.  The  fee  for  Life  mem- 
bership shall  not  be  less  than  $100.00  for  Non- 
Beneficial  members.  For  a  Beneficial  member  the 
fee  shall  not  be  less  than  $100.00  plus  any  addition- 
al amount  that  may  be  fixed  by  the  Camp.  Camps 
may  also  provide  for  the  payment  of  fines  and  as- 
sessments against  Life  members.  Camps  creating 
Life  membership  shall  give  to  such  Life  members  a 
Certificate  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary 
with  the  seal  of  the  Camp  attached. 

Sec.  8.  Relief  Committees  of  Camps  must  visit 
all  classes  of  members  when  reported  sick.  Camps 
must  report  all  classes  of  members  enrolled  to  the 
State  or  National  Camp  having  jurisdiction.  The 
per  capita  tax  must  be  paid  on  all  classes  of  mem- 
bership. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS.  HONORS. 

Sec.  1.  The  honors  of  the  Order  shall  be,  Past 
National  President,  attained  upon  the  installation 
of  his  successor  by  every  National  President  w^ho 
shall  have  served  to  the  end  of  his  term;  Past  State 
President  attained  upon  the  installation  of  his  suc- 
cessor by  every  State  President  who  shall  have 
served  to  end  of  his  term;  Past  President  attained 
upon  the  installation  of  his  successor  as  President 
of  a  Subordinate  Camp  who  shall  have  served  to 
the  end  of  his  term;  and  at  the  institution  of  a 
new  Camp  by  the  one  member  who  shall  be  elected 
to  the  office  of  Past  President;  provided  however, 
the  National  Camp  may  by  a  two-third  vote  confer 
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the  honors  of  Past  National  President  upon  another 
officer  who  by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation  or 
inability  of  the  National  President,  shall  have  per- 
formed the  duties  of  National  President  to  the  end 
of  the  term.  Provided  further,  that  State  Camps 
may  by  a  like  vote,  and  under  like  circumstances 
confer  the  honors  of  Past  State  President. 

REGULAR  COMMITTEES. 

Sec.  2.  The  regular  Committees  of  the  National 
Camp  shall  be  Credentials,  Appropriations,  Resolu- 
tions, Constitutions,  Elections,  Legislative,  Judicial, 
and  state  of  the  Order;  and  shall  consist  of  no  less 
than  three  members  each.  Special  committees  may 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

REVENUE. 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  the  National  Camp 
shall  be  as  follows: — 

(a)  The  fee  for  charter  of  State  Camps  shall  be 
$100.00,  the  fee  for  re-charter,  $25.00. 

(b)  The  fee  for  charter  of  Subordinate  Camps 
shall  be  $75.00  and  supplies  shall  include  a  full  set 
of  Record  Books,  Seal,  and  all  supplies.  The  fee  for 
re-charter  shall  be  $50.00  and  shall  include  the 
same  supplies  as  for  a  new  Camp. 

Sec.  2.  A  per  capita  tax  shall  be  levied  annually 
on  the  membership  as  reported  by  the  State  Camp 
and  the  Commandery  General;  and  such  tax  shall 
be  at  least  fifty  cents  per  member  upon  Subordinate 
Camps  under  National  Camp  jurisdiction;  and  this 
per  capita  tax  shall  be  on  every  member  on  the 
rolls;  provided,  that  in  the  case  of  newly  chartered 
State  or  Subordinate  Camps  or  Commanderies,  the 
tax  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  length  of  time  a 
C^mp  or  Commandery  has  been  in  exitence. 

Sec.  3.  The  per  capita  tax  shall  be  levied  as  fol- 
lows: The  Committee  on  Appropriation  shall  receive 
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estimates  from  the  National  Executive  Committee 
on  the  probable  cos:  of  maintaining  the  National 
Camp  for  the  ensuing  term,  and  upon  that  estimate, 
together  with  the  reports  of  receipts  and  exp^idi- 
tures  for  the  preceding  term,  shall  snhmit  to  ttie 
National  Camp  a  bill  of  aroropriation,  togettier 
with  a  biU  for  a  pro-rata  tax  levy  upon  every  ^te 
Camp,  Commandery  General  and  upon  every  S^h 
ordinate  Camp  workmg  under  the  direct  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  National  Camp.  The  National  Camp 
shall  then  by  a  majority  vote,  take  actaon  tihereon. 

Sec.  4.  In  case  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Na- 
tional Camp  to  take  action  according  to  the  preced- 
ing section,  the  annual  tax  levy  for  fte  ensuing  term 
shall  be  ten  cents  per  capita  on  each  and  every 
member  on  the  rolls  of  the  State  Camps  and  Com- 
mandery  General  and  shall  he  fifty  cents  per  capita 
on  each  and  every  memher  on  the  rolls  of  the 
Subordinate  Camps  under  the  direct  jurisdiction 
of  the  National  Camp.  . 

Sec  5.  The  National  Camp  shall  print  and  issue 
the  oflicial  blanks  and  forms,  which  shall  be  the 
only  legitimate  blanks  and  forms  to  be  used  by 
the  Camps  for  the  purpose  specified,  as  follo^:— 
Charters,  Charter-warrants,  Transfer  Car^,  Viat- 
ing  Cards,  Honorary  Membership  Cards,  Ofacial  Re- 
ceipt Cards  for  dues  paid  at  least  one  year  m  ad- 
vance. Certificates  of  Good  Standing,  Certificates  of 
Membership,  Ritual  Books,  Cards  of  Duty,  Cipher 
Work,  and  Keys,  Forms  for  Installation,  Laying  of 
Corner  Stone,  Dedications,  and  Funeral  Ceremonies. 

Sec.  6.  The  National  Camp  shall  have  the  ex- 
clusive sale  of  the  Official  Jewels. 

Sec.  7.  An  Offidal  **Supply  House"  or  "Houses" 
may  be  designated  by  the  National  Camp  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  when  so  designated  all  sup- 
plies and  equipment  shall  be  secured  through  them 
with  the  exception  of  such  articles  and  supphes  as 
designated  in  the  preceding  Section  5. 
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Sec.  8.  No  "Supply  House"  or  "Houses''  shall  be 
designated  as  aforesaid  in  Section  6,  which  shall 
not  pay  to  the  National  Camp  a  commission  on 
gross  sales. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

PASS-WORD. 

The  National  Master  of  Forms  shall  select  the 
term  password,  which  shall  be  changed  semi-annual- 
ly, and  he  shall  transmit  it  to  the  several  State 
Master  of  Forms,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  trans- 
mit it  in  cipher  to  the  Master  of  Forms  of  each 
Subordinate  Camp  within  his  jurisdiction  upon  the 
night  of  installation,  or  immediately  after  receiv- 
ing word  from  the  State  Secretary  that  per  capita 
tax  is  paid  and  the  report  duly  rendered.  He  shall 
also  transmit  the  same  to  the  Master  of  Forms 
of  each  Subordinate  Camp  in  the  National  Camp 
jurisdiction,  after  receiving  word  from  the  Nation- 
al Secretary  that  the  per  capita  tax  is  paid  and  re- 
port properly  rendered. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

BENEFITS. 

(a)  The  National  and  State  Camps  may  pro- 
vide a  system  of  weekly  or  sick  benefits  for  the 
Subordinate  Camps  under  their  jurisdiction;  Sub- 
ordinate Camps  shall  have  the  privilege  of  being 
beneficial  or  non-beneficial  as  they  may  determine 
by  their  local  laws. 

(b)  Any  State  Camp  may  provide  and  conduct 
a  system  of  Death  Payments  for  the  benefit  of 
members  of  Camps  under  their  jurisdiction,  pro- 
vided, the  same  be  governed  by  laws  regularly  ap- 
proved by  State  Camp  and  National  Camp  Execu- 
tive Committees  and  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  in  which  it  is  located;  and  provided  further, 
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that  a  report  be  submitted  annually  to  both  State 
and  National  Executive  Committees  by  a  sworn 
statement  on  demand. 

(c)  In  a  State  whose  laws  forbid  such  benefits, 
Camps  shall  be  organized  only  for  Patriotic,  Fra- 
ternal and  Benevolent  purposes  and  the  above  Sec- 
tions shall  not  apply. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 
All  Associations,  or  Institutions  having  receiv- 
ed, or  which  may  be  granted  the  privilege  of  using 
the  name  of  the  Order,  or  received  the  approval 
of  the  National  Camp,  shall  render  through  their 
officers,  an  annual  report  to  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee,  setting  forth  in  detail,  their  gene- 
ral and  financial  condition,  by  a  sworn  statement 
on  demand. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

BONDS. 

Section  1.  Every  Subordinate  Gamp,  State 
Camp  and  the  National  Camp  Treasurers,  Secre- 
taries and  Trustees  shall  give  Bond  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  respective  duties;  and  the 
National  or  State  Camps,  having  jurisdiction, 
shall  through  their  Ex;ecutive  Qommittees,  pro- 
vide "group  bonding"  in  such  sums  as  may  be 
deemed  adequate,  with  an  accredited  and  respon- 
sible Guarantee,  Trust  or  Surety  Company  and  ap- 
proved by  the  National  and  State  Camps. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

SEALS. 

(a)  The  seal  of  the  National  Camp  shall  in- 
clude the  National  coat  of  arms,  with  the  words 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.  below;  the  whole  encircled  with  the 
name  of  the  National  Camp,  and  Motto,  "God, 
Our  Country  and  Our  Order." 
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(b)  Each  State  and  Subordinate  Camp  shall 
have  a  seal  to  be  in  general  conformity  with  the 
seal  of  the  National  Camp,  but  the  State  coat  of 
arms  and  the  name  of  the  State  or  Subordinate 
Camp  shall  be  substituted. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

POLITICS  AND  RELIGION. 

Section  1.  Any  State  Camp  or  Subordinate 
Camp,  Commandery  General  or  Commandery  us- 
ing the  name  of  this  Order  for  partisan  or  sec- 
tarian purposes  shall,  upon  conviction  of  the  same, 
forfeit  its  Charter. 

Sec.  2.  An  official  copy  of  this  Constitution  and 
of  the  General  Laws  published  by  the  authority 
of  the  National  Camp  shall  be  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  the  same. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sec.  1.    The  Official  Organ  of  the  Order. 

The  National  Camp  may  publish  a  Monthly  Pa- 
per which  shall  be  the  Official  Organ  of  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America,  and  of  which  Paper  every 
member  of  the  Order  shall  receive  one  copy  every 
month  as  issued.  The  expense  of  publication  shall 
be  provided  for  by  the  National  Camp. 

Sec.  2.    Soliciting  Aid. 

No  State  Camp  or  Subordinate  Camp,  no  Com- 
mandery General  or  Commandery,  Association  or 
Institution  shall  have  the  right  to  solicit  aid  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  outside  or  beyond  its  juris- 
diction, without  having  first  received  permission  so 
to  do  from  the  National  or  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee having  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  3.    Honors  by  Service. 

Any  member  of  a  Subordinate  Camp  having  serv- 
ed his  Camp  faithfully  for  five  consecutive  years  as 
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Recording-  Secretary.  Financial  Secretary  or  Treas- 
urer, shall  be  accorded  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Past  President;  and  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  of 
the  National  Camp  or  any  State  Camp  having  serv- 
ed ten  consecutive  years  as  such,  shall  be  accorded 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Past  President  of 
such  National  or  State  Camp. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

CONSOLIDATION   OF  CAMPS. 

Sec.  1.  When  two  Subordinate  Camps,  in  proxi- 
mity to  each  other,  desire  to  consolidate,  they  shall 
present  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  National 
or  State  Camp  having  jurisdiction,  the  following: — 

(a)  The  Subordinate  Camp  desiring  such  con- 
solidation shall,  after  two  weeks'  notice  to  every 
member  in  writing,  prepare  a  petition  setting  forth 
such  desire  and  the  reasons  therefore;  after  favor- 
able action  has  been  taken  thereon,  said  petition 
shall  be  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  and 
the  seal  of  the  Camp  affixed  and  sent  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Camp  with  which  it  desires  to  unite. 

(b)  The  Subordinate  Camp  which  may  absorb 
such  petitioning  Camp  shall,  after  one  week's  notice 
to  every  member,  take  action  thereon  by  Resolution; 
if  the  action  be  favorable  such  Resolution  shall  be 
signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  and  the  seal 
of  the  Camp  affixed.  Both  papers,  the  Petition  and 
the  Resolution,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  District 
President  for  his  endorsement;  who  shall  send  all 
the  papers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  National  or  State  Camp  having  juris- 
tions  to  the  surrender  of  its  Charter. 

Sec.  2.  No  Subordinate  Camp  shall  consolidate 
with  another  Camp  when  ten  or  more  of  its  mem- 
6ers  in  good  standing  shall  in  writing,  file  objec- 
diction. 
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Sec.  3.  When  the  petition  of  the  one  Camp  and 
the  resolution  of  the  other  has  been  approved  by  the 
Executive  Committee  having-  jurisdiction,  the  con- 
solidation is  completed;  thereupon  the  petitioning 
Camp  shall  surrender  its  charter,  rituals,  cipher  and 
key  to  the  Executive  Committee  in  charge. 

Sec.  4.  All  the  funds,  property  and  record  books 
of  the  petitioning  Camp  shall  be  turned  over  to  the 
Camp  of  which  it  is  now  a  part  and  the  members 
shall  sig-n  the  Constitution  Book  of  the  Camp  into 
which  it  has  been  merged.  If  for  good  reasons  a 
member  cannot  be  present  when  this  is  done,  he 
shall  request  the  Secretary  to  act  as  his  proxy.  The 
Local  Laws  of  the  absorbing  Camp  shall  govern  all 
members,  while  every  member  of  the  petitioning 
Camp  shall  retain  his  honors  as  before  the  consoli- 
dation. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 

PATRIOTIC   ORDER  OF  AMERICANS 

Section  1.  The  Patriotic  Order  of  Americans 
shall  be  the  recognized  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.  and  shall  be  governed  by  a  code  of 
laws,  which  they  shall  enact  for  their  own  govern- 
ment. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Sec.  2.  Members  of  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  in  good 
standing  are  eligible  to  Membership,  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  Order. 

Sec.  3.  Qualifications  for  membership  in  the 
P.  0.  of  A.  shall  be  in  accord  with  Article  III,  Sec- 
tion 1  of  the  National  Camp  Constitution  of  the 
P.  0.  S.  of  A. 

Sec.  4.  On  the  night  of  initiation  a  brother  shall 
present  a  certificate  of  good  standing,  from  his 
Camp,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Camp  of  the  P.  0.  of 
A.  before  he  shall  be  admitted. 
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Sec.  5.  In  the  case  of  brothers,  membership  in  a 
subordinate  Camp  of  the  P.  0.  of  A.  is  dependent  on 
continuous  good  standing  in  a  subordinate  Camp  of 
the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  except  that  if  a  brother  shall  take 
a  withdrawal  card  from  the  subordinate  Camp  of 
which  he  may  be  a  member,  his  membership  in  his 
P.  0.  of  A.  Camp  shall  not  be  affected  thereby  for 
one  year  from  the  date  of  said  withdrawal  card,  if 
during  that  period  he  shall  keep  his  dues  paid  up  in 
the  P.  0.  of  A.  Camp;  and  if  he  shall,  during  said 
year,  become  a  member  of  another  Camp  of  the 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.  by  deposit  of  said  card,  his  member- 
ship in  the  P.  O.  of  A.  Camp  shall  not  be  affected 
by  the  taking  of  the  card. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording 
Secretary  of  each  P.  0.  of  A.  Camp  to  furnish  to 
the  Recording  Secretary  of  each  subordinate  Camp 
of  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  to  which  any  member  of  such 
P.  O.  of  A.  Camp  belongs  a  list  of  the  members  of 
said  subordinate  Camp,  who  are  members  of  the 
P.  0.  of  A.  Camp;  and  thereafter  notify  the  Record- 
ing Secretary  of  the  proper  subordinate  Camp  when 
any  brother  shall  become  a  member  of  said  P.  0. 
of  A.  Camp;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Record- 
ing Secretary  of  each  subordinate  Camp  thus  noti- 
fied, that  a  member  or  members  of  his  Camp  are 
members  of  such  P.  0.  of  A.  Camp,  to  inform  the 
Recording  Secretary  of  said  P.  0.  of  A.  Camp  with- 
in thirty  days,  of  the  withdrawal  by  card,  dropping, 
suspension,  or  reinstatement  of  such  member.  Upon 
receipt  of  such  notice  of  the  dropping  or  suspension, 
the  President  of  the  P.  O.  of  A.  Camp  shall  declare 
the  said  brother  suspended  or  dropped  from  the  roll 
of  the  P.  0.  of  A.  Camp,  with  the  exception  of 
members  who  have  taken  out  a  withdrawal  card. 

REPORTS. 

Sec.  7.  The  National  Secretary  of  the  P.  0.  of 
A.  shall  furnish  the  National  Camp  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of 
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A.  with  an  annual  report,  giving  membership  and 
financial  standing  of  the  order  to  the  end  of  each 
calendar  year.  This  to  be  a  record  of  the  National 
Camp  of  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  and  printed  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  said  body. 


ARTICLE  XXV. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Sec.  1.  Any  addition,  change,  alteration  or 
amendment  to  this  Constitution  must  be  presented 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Camp  in  duplicate. 
Such  additions,  changes  or  amendments  may  be 
presented  by  any  two  members  of  the  National 
Camp  Executive  Committee,  by  any  State  Camp,  by 
any  three  members  of  a  State  Camp  Executive 
Committee,  or  by  one  or  more  Representatives  of 
the  National  Camp  from  two  States,  at  any  session 
of  the  National  Camp;  to  be  laid  over  for  consider- 
ation at  the  next  regular  session  of  the  National 
Camp. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  second  day's  session  of  the  Na- 
tional Camp  following,  such  proposed  additions, 
changes  or  amendments  shall  be  presented  from 
one  of  the  original  copies,  through  the  Legislative 
Committee,  and  after  due  consideration,  if  adopted 
by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  the  members  present, 
shall  become  a  part  of  this  Constitution.  Provided 
however,  that  the  National  Camp  by  unanimous 
vote  of  its  members  present,  shall  have  the  power  to 
propose  and  adopt  any  addition,  change  or  amend- 
ment to  this  Constitution  that  may  be  presented  and 
have  laid  over  one  day. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  of  the  National  Camp 
shall  send  an  official  copy  of  any  such  proposed  ad- 
ditions, changes  or  amendments  so  laid  over  by  the 
National  Camp  for  two  years,  to  the  State  Camps 
on  or  before  June  1,  preceding  the  next  regular  ses- 
sions of  the  National  Camp. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

INSTITUTION   OF  STATE  AND   SUBORDINATE  CAMPS. 

Section  1. — After  proper  application  has  been 
made  by  at  least  tAventy  Camps,  in  a  State  where 
there  is  no  State  Camp,  and  the  Charter  fee  has 
been  paid,  the  National  Executive  Committee  may 
call  a  Convention,  composed  of  the  District  Presi- 
dents of  the  State  and  five  delegates  from  each  Sub- 
ordinate Camp,  which  shall  elect  officers  and  by  a 
two-thirds'  vote  adopt  a  Constitution  (a  draft  of 
which  shall  have  been  pre\aously  prepared  by  some 
person  or  persons  designated  by  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee),  after  which  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee  may  charter  and  institute  a  State 
Camp. 

Sec.  2. — '^^en  an  application  has  been  legally 
made  and  fee  received  for  a  Subordinate  Camp  char- 
ter, the  National  Executive  Committee  shall  provide 
for  the  institution  thereof. 


ARTICLE  II. 

SUSPENSION  AND  TRIAL  OF  CAMPS. 

Section  1. — The  National  and  State  Camp  shall 
have  power  to  annul  or  suspend  the  charters  of 
Camps  under  their  respective  jurisdictions  for  cause. 

Sec.  2. — The  National  Executive  Committee  shall 
have  the  power  to  suspend  the  State  Camp  charters 
until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  National 
Camp. 

Sec.  3. — The  National  and  State  Executive  Com- 
mittees shall  have  the  power  to  suspend  charters 
of  Subordinate  Camps  under  their  respective 
jurisdictions. 

Sec.  4. — Camp  charters  may  be  suspended  or  an- 
nulled for  the  following  causes: 
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a.  For  failure  to  pay  the  per  capita  tax  within 
sixty  days  after  the  same  is  due. 

b.  For  any  violation  of  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  of  the  Order. 

c.  For  any  change  in  the  Ritual  or  secret  work. 

d.  For  non-compliance  with  any  order  from  the 
National  or  State  Executive  Committees  having  jur- 
isdiction. 

e.  State  Camps  may  be  suspended  when  they 
have  less  than  five  Subordinate  Camps  under  their 
jurisdiction. 

f.  Subordinate  Camps  may  be  suspended  when 
they  shall  consist  of  less  than  seven  members. 

No  charter  shall  be  suspended  or  annulled  with- 
out a  fair  and  impartial  trial  of  the  case. 

Sec.  5. — Trials  of  Camps  for  any  of  the  causes 
specified  in  Sec.  4,  of  this  Article,  shall  be  held  be- 
fore the  National  or  State  Executive  Committee 
having"  control  and  jurisdiction  thereof.  Charges 
preferred  against  a  Camp  shall  be  reduced  to  writ- 
ing, together  with  specifications,  and  presented  to 
the  National  or  State  Executive  Committee,  and 
forthwith  the  Executive  Committee  ^  shall  serve  a 
copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications  upon  the 
Camp,  giving  it  due  notice  to  be  present  at  the  time 
and  place  for  holding  the  trial.  The  time  of  service 
and  notice  shall  be  not  less  than  ninety  days  to  a 
State  Camp,  and  not  less  than  thirty  days  to  a  Sub- 
ordinate Camp,  previous  to  the  date  fixed  for  trial. 
If  the  Camp  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with 
such  notice,  then  the  Executive  Committee  shall  act 
in  accordance  with  clause  "d",  as  above  specified.  The 
Executive  committee  conducting  the  trial  shall  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  inquire  into  the  whole  matter, 
hearing  such  testimony  from  the  parties  in  interest 
as  is  pertinent  to  the  case,  and  render  a  decision  in 
accordance  with  the  law  and  the  facts  as  brought 
out  by  the  evidence.  Such  decision  shall  be  final 
and  binding  until  the  respective  National  or  State 
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Camp,  at  a  regular  stated  meeting,  has  taken  action 
thereon.  All  the  papers  in  the  case,  and  a  complete 
record  of  the  proceedings  therein,  and  the  decision 
of  the  Executive  Committee  before  which  the  trial 
was  held,  shall  be  preserved  by  the  National  or 
State  Secretary,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  by  them 
presented  to  the  National  or  State  Camp  having 
jurisdiction  at  its  next  regular  meeting.  The  Na- 
tional or  State  Camp  shall  then  review  the  proceed- 
ings and  pass  judgment  thereon. 

ARTICLE  III. 

APPEAL. 

Section  1.— The  order  of  appeal  shall  be  from  the 
decision  of  Subordinate  Camp  Officers  to  the  Sub- 
ordinate Camp;  from  the  Subordinate  Camp  to  the 
State  District  President;  from  the  State  District 
President  to  the  State  Executive  Committee;  from 
the  State  Executive  Committee  to  the  State  Camp, 
and  from  the  State  Camp  to  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  and  from  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  the  National  Camp;  but  if  the  case  ap- 
pealed shall  arise  in  a  State  or  Territory,  not  hav- 
ing a  State  Camp,  then  the  appeal  from  the  Sub- 
ordinate Camp  shall  be  to  the  National  District 
President;  from  the  National  District  President  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee,  and  from  the 
National  Executive  Committee  to  the  National 
Camp  All  appeals  must  be  filed  within  thirty  days 
atter  date  of  decision  or  action  appealed  from,  oth- 
erwise the  right  of  appeal  shall  be  forfeited;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  all  decisions  from  a  State 
Executive  Committee  to  a  State  Camp,  or  from  a 
State  Camp  to  the  National  Camp  shall  be  made  to 
the  first  succeeding  meeting  of  the  higher  body  fol- 
lowing the  decision  appealed  from  in  all  cases  in 
which  at  least  fifteen  days  intervene  between  the 
date  of  said  decision  and  date  of  said  meeting. 

bee.  2.— -All  appeals  shall  be  made  in  writing  to 
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the  higher  authority  and  shall  clearly  state  the 
reasons  for  appealing,  which  should  be  based  on  the 
Laws  of  the  Order.  The  authority  appealed  from 
shall  be  furnished  with  an  exact  copy  of  the  appeal. 

Sec.  3. — All  cases  regularly  appealed  to  a  Subor- 
dinate Camp,  or  to  a  district  President,  shall  be 
heard  and  decided  within  thirty  days  after  filing,  the 
appeal,  and  all  cases  appealed  to  a  State  Executive 
Committee  shall  be  heard  and  decided  at  their  next 
meeting,  after  the  appeal  is  received;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  longer  time  may  be  taken  in  cases  appeal- 
ed to  a  Subordinate  Camp,  by  mutual  agreenieni  in 
writing,  or  when  circumstances  connected  with  the 
taking  of  testimony  render  it  necessary,  but  not  to 
exceed  sixty  days  in  any  one  case:  and  provided, 
further,  that  all  cases  appealed  to  a  State  Executive 
Committee  thirty  days  prior  to  the  meeting  of  a 
State  Camp,  shall  be  decided  in  ample  time  for  an 
appeal  to  be  taken  to  that  body. 

All  appeal  cases  remanded  to  a  Subordinate  Camp 
for  retrial  by  a  State  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
retried  and  cannot  be  appealed  to  a  State  Camp  be- 
fore obeying  such  order  of  the  Committee. 

Sec.  4.— Every  member,  before  he  shall  be  allowed 
to  appeal  to  the  law  of  the  land  for  the  remedy  of 
an  alleged  wrong,  shall  first  exhaust  every  method 
of  appeal  founded  by  these  laws. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

UNIFORMS,  REGALIA,  EMBLEMS  and  OFFICIAL  JEWELS. 

Section  1.— The  uniform  of  the  Order  shall  be  reg- 
ulation dark  blue  fatigue  blouse,  tight  fitting,  with 
five  white  metal  buttons  bearing  letters  P.  O.  b. 
A  "  trousers  and  cap,  sword  and  belt.  The  cap  shall 
be  old  regulation  United  States  Navy  style,  trimmed 
with  two  rows  one-quarter  inch  silver  braid  and  sil- 
ver cap  cord,  with  metal  or  embroidered  silver  shield 
containing  Camp  number,  or  silver  letters  P.  O.  b, 
A.,''  arranged  in  semi-circle  with  number  beneath. 


GENERAL  LAWS 


85 


Sec.  2. — The  Regalia  of  the  Order  shall  consist  of 
merino  or  velvet  sash  four  inches  wide,  trimmed  with 
silver  braid_  at  edges,  to  be  worn  over  the  right 
shoulder,  joining  at  the  left  hip,  and  extending  in 
the  form  of  an  apron  twelve  inches  long  and  eight 
inches  wide.  That  part  of  the  Regalia  covering  the 
right  shoulder  and  breast  to  be  a  blue  field,  one-half 
the  length  from  right  shoulder  to  left  hip,  upon 
which  shall  be  thirteen  five-pointed  silver  stars  one 
and  one-half  inches  in  diameter.  The  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  Regalia  to  consist  of  one  white  and  two 
red  stripes  of  equal  width  with  the  white  stripe  in 
the  centre. 

Sec.  3. — The  Regalia  of  National  and  State  Camp 

Representatives  shall  be  the  same. 

The  National  or  State  Camp  Executive  Committee 
may  adopt  an  Official  Badge  to  be  worn  instead  of 
the  Regalia  during  the  sessions  of  the  National  or 
State  Camps. 

Sec.  4. — The  Regalia  of  National  Camp  Officers 
shall  be  the  same,  but  the  material  shall  be  velvet, 
and  trimmed  with  gold  binding,  fringe  and  stars; 
also  a  plaited  gold  cord  aiguilette.  extending  from 
the  centre  star  on  Regalia  to  the  left  breast,  where 
it  shall  be  attached  by  a  gold  rosette,  with  tassels 
appended. 

Sec.  5.— The  Regalia  of  State  Camp  Officers  shall 
be  the^  same  as  for  National  Camp  Officers,  excent 
that  silver  binding,  fringe,  stars,  aiguilette,  rosette 
and  tassels  shall  be  substituted  for  gold. 

Sec.  6. — The  Regalia  of  National  and  State  Dis- 
trict President  shall  be  the  same  as  provided  for  in 
Sec.  2,  of  this  Article,  with  the  addition  of  a  plaited 
red  cord  aiguilette,  extending  from  centre  star  on 
blue  field,  and  attached  by  a  silver  rosette  over  left 
breast. 

Sec.  7.— The  Regalia  of  Past  President  shall  be  as 
follows:  National  Past  Pi'esident,  same  as  National 
Camp  Officers;  State  Past  Presidents,  same  as  Stat-e 
Camp  Officers;  Subordinate  Past  Presidents,  same  as 
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provided  for  in  Sec.  2,  of  this  Article,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  plaited  blue  cord  aiguilette,  extending  from 
centre  star  on  blue  field  and  attached  by  a  blue  ros- 
ette over  left  breast. 

Sec.  8. — Degree  Team  uniforms  shall  conform  to 
the  following:  „r    ,  •  ^ 

President— Costume  of  George  Washington  at  sec- 
ond inauguration.  Made  of  black  velvet.  Uniforms 
consist  of  white  wig,  wdth  bag,  coat,  vest,  knee 
trousers,  black  hose,  silver  shoe  buckles  and  sword. 

Vice  President— Costume  of  George  Washington 
at  first  inauguration.  Made  of  brown  material.  Uni- 
form consists  of  cocked  hat,  white  wig,  with  bag, 
coat,  vest,  knee  trousers,  white  hose,  silver  shoe 
buckles  and  sword.  ,    .  ,  ^    .  j 

Past  President— Costume  of  Colonial  Period,  con- 
sisting of  black  wig  in  bag,  coat,  vest,  knee  breeches, 
black  hose,  shoe  buckles,  material  color  gray  or 
brown.  ^  , 

Master  of  Forms— Costume  as  Commander-in- 
Chief,  Colonial  Period,  consisting  of  white  wig,  dark 
blue  coat,  faced  with  white  cloth,  buff  waistcoat  and 
breeches,  gold  epaulettes.  ,   ^      ^  j 

Conductor— Costume  of  Washington's  Life  Guards, 
Uniform  consists  of  cocked  hat,  with  white  and  blue 
feather,  white  wig,  coat  of  blue,  faced  with  white, 
vest  white,  knee  trousers  white,  black  leggings. 

Inspector— Costume  of  Minute  Men,  of  blue  ma- 
terial trimmed  with  white  collar  and  cuffs,  waist- 
coat and  knee  breeches  of  buff,  cocked  hat  and  white 
wig,  shoe  buckles  and  belt.  ^    -  ^ 

Guard— Costume  of  Scout,  of  brown  material, 
trimmed  vnth  fringe,  knee  trousers  and  leggings, 
white  wig,  stock,  hat  and  belt. 

Chaplain— Costume  of  Colonial  Period,  consisting 
of  black  wig,  coat,  vest,  knee  breeches,  black  hose, 
shoe  buckles.    Costume  of  black  material.       ^  ^ 

Lecturer— Costume  of  Colonial  Period,  consisting 
of  white  wig,  coat,  vest,  knee  breeches,  white  stock- 
ings, shoe  buckles.    Uniform  of  brown  material. 
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Continental  Sentinels — Costume  of  Continental 
Soldier.  Uniform,  blue  coat,  with  buff  trimmings, 
separate  buff  vest,  buff  knee  trousers,  white  leg- 
gings, white  wig  and  cocked  hat. 

Soldier  Sentinels — Uniform  of  1922,  made  of 
khaki,  consisting  of  coat,  trousers,  leggings  and  hat. 

Sailor  Sentinels — Uniform  of  sailor,  of  blue  cloth, 
consisting  of  shirt,  trousers  and  hat  or  cap. 

Sec.  9. — The  emblems  for  Officers:  For  President, 
an  Eagle;  for  Vice  President,  a  Shield;  for  Master 
of  Forms,  an  Open  Eye;  for  Secretary,  two  Pens 
crossed;  for  Treasurer,  two  Keys  crossed;  for  Fin- 
ancial Secretary,  one  Key  and  one  Pen  crossed;  for 
Assistant  Secretary,  a  Pen;  for  Conductor,  an  Open 
Hand;  for  Chaplain,  an  Open  Bible;  for  Inspector, 
two  Swords  crossed;  for  Guard,  a  Sword;  for  Senti- 
nels, two  Muskets  crossed;  for  Past  President,  one 
Star.  Said  emblems  to  be  suspended  from  a  metal 
bar  hanger,  with  tri-color  ribbon  attached,  and  to 
be  pinned  over  left  breast. 

Sec.  10. — Emblems  for  National  Camp  Officers  to 
be  of  gold,  and  two  and  one-half  inches  in  diameter. 

Sec.  11.— Emblems  for  State  Camp  Officers  to  be 
of  silver,  and  two  and  one-half  inches  in  diameter. 

Sec.  12. — Emblems  for  Subordinate  Camp  Officers 
to  be  of  silver,  and  two  inches  in  diameter. 

Sec.  13. — The  authentic  Badge  of  the  Order  shall 
be  an  open  line  gold  shield;  size,  from 
one-half  to  one  inch  in  length,  and  of 
proportionate  width,  and  shall  contain 
a  five-pointed  star  in  the  centre,  the 
points  thereof  touching  the  sides  of  the 
shield,  and  with  a  medallion  head  of 
Washington  upon  the  star.  A  small 
shield  shall  be  betwixt  the  star  and  the  bottom  of  the 
large  shield.  On  the  small  shield  may  appear  the 
number  of  the  Camp  and  name  of  State  to  which  the 
member  belongs.  The  initials  "P.  0.  S.  of  A.,"  shall 
be  placed  on  the  top  line  of  the  large  shield. 
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Sec  14— -The  authentic  or  Official  Jewel  of  the  Or- 
der is  an  open  line  white  metal  or  silver  shield,  size, 
one  and  three-quarter 
inches  in  lengthy  and 
one  and  one-half  inches 
in  width  contains  a  five- 
pointed  star  in  the  cen- 
tre, the  points  thereof 
touching  the  sides  of 
the  shield  and  with  a 
medallion  head  of 
Washington  upon  the 
star.  A  small  shield  is 
betwixt  the  star  and  the 
bottom  of  the  large 
shield.  The  initials  "P. 
—  O.  S.  of  A.,"  are  placed 

Official      Jewel  on  the  top  line  of  the  Official  jewel 
with  Past  Pres- large  shield.  The  shield  order 
ident's  Emblem,  .g    suspended   from   a  • 
miniature  silk  flag,  attached  to  a  bar  of  sim^^^r  m^^^^^^ 
al  on  which  is  placed  either  the  words  Washington 
C4mp,  or  can  be  made  plain  for  engraving  name  of 
member.   Miniature  emblems  of  office  can  be  attach- 
ed to  the  bar.    Camps  desiring,  can  have  their  num- 
ber and  State  on  small  stamped  medalhon,  attached 
to  the  bar.    The  Official  Jewel  may  be  used  instead 
of  the  Regalia. 

ARTICLE  V. 

REPORTS. 

Section  1.— The  Commandery  General  and  each 
State  Camp  shall  make  an  annual  ^eP^^^^^,^?'®^^ 
tional  Camp  for  each  year  ending  I>ecember  31st, 
said  report  to  be  rendered  in  February,  and  to  con- 
tain the  names  and  addresses  of  the  Commandery 
GeLral  Officers  and  State  Camp  Officers,  the  number 
of  Commanderies  and  Camps  instituted,  charters  sur- 
rendered, charters  annulled   (giving  cause),  total 
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number  of  active  Commanderies  and  Camps,  and  ag- 
gregate number  of  members  in  the  subordinate  Com- 
manderies and  Camps;  total  number  of  propositions, 
rejections,  initiations,  admissions  by  card,  reinstate- 
ments, transferred,  resigned,  dropped,  expelled 
(naming  cause),  deaths,  suspended  (naming  cause), 
total  receipts  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies  and 
Camps,  expenditures  in  subordinate  Commanderies 
and  Camps,  cash  in  subordinate  Treasuries,  total  in- 
vested, total  value  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies 
and  Camps  property  and  total  paid  as  benefits;  also 
Commandery  General  and  State  Camps  receipts,  ex- 
penditures, cash  in  Treasury,  invested,  and  value  of 
the  Commandery  General  and  State  Camp  property, 
forms  for  which  shall  be  furnished  by  the  National 
Secretary.  Such  returns  must  be  made  before  the 
month  of  March  in  each  year,  and  shall  be  accompan- 
ied by  the  amount  of  dues  to  which  the  said  Com- 
mandery General  and  State  Camp  is  liable,  and  for 
each  month's  delay  of  such  report  after  March,  or 
delay  of  pajnnent  of  Per  Capita  tax  due,  a  fine  of  five 
dollars  shall  be  imposed.  The  Commandery  General, 
State  Camp  or  Subordinate  Camp  which  shall  be  in 
arrears  shall  not  be  entitled  to  representation  in  the 
National  Camp. 

Sec.  2. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Subordinate 
Camp,  working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Nation- 
al Camp,  to  send  annually,  at  the  close  of  the  annual 
term  ending  December  31st,  a  report  of  all  work  to 
the  National  Secretary;  said  report  shall  include  the 
number  of  members  at  last  report,  number  of  propo- 
sitions, elections,  rejections  (giving  the  names),  ini- 
tiations, admitted  by  card,  reinstated,  transferred, 
resigned,  deaths,  names  and  number  of  those  dropped 
from  the  rolls,  and  expelled  (stating  the  cause  there- 
of), receipts,  expenditures,  amount  of  benefits  paid, 
amount  in  treasury,  amount  of  per  capita  tax, 
amounts  invested,  and  value  of  Camp  property  (with 
stated  items  thereof),  and  total  number  of  members; 
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also  a  list  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  term.  The  per 
capita  tax  shall  be  forwarded  with  such  report,  and 
shall  include  every  member  on  the  roll.  Also  a  semi- 
annual report  at  the  close  of  the  June  term,  which 
shall  contain  a  list  of  the  officers  for  the  ensuing 
term,  and  the  total  number  of  members,  and  be  ac- 
companied by  the  amount  of  per  capita  tax  due  for 
the  semi-annual  term  just  ended  for  every  member 
on  the  roll.  Should  any  Subordinate  Camp  fail  to 
make  a  report  within  twenty  days  after  the  expira- 
tion of  any  term,  it  shall  be  fined  five  dollars  and 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  National  Camp 
report.  Until  such  report  is  made,  and  the  dues  paid, 
the  officers  for  the  ensuing  term  cannot  be  installea, 
nor  the  password  transmitted. ,  , ,       ^.  , 

Sec.  3.— Should  any  Camp  fail  to  hold  meetings  for 
three  successive  months,  it  shall  be  deemed  guilty  ot 
a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Order,  and  their  Char- 
ters may  be  annulled  or  suspended  by  the  National 
or  State  Camp  Executive  Committee  having  juris- 
diction. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

DUTIES   OF  DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS. 

Section  1.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  District 
President  to  visit  all  Camps  within  his  jurisdiction 
annually,  at  the  expense  of  the  Camp  visited,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  their  books,  working,  etc.,  and 
give  such  information  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Camps  visited. 

Sec  2.— He  shall  at  all  times  decide  questions  o± 
order  and  Constitutional  law  referred  to  him  m 
writing,  such  decisions  to  remain  binding  until  re- 
versed by  the  National  or  State  Executive  Commit- 
tee or  National  or  State  Camp.  In  case  of  doubt  on 
questions  of  law  and  order,  the  National  or  btate 
President  shall  be  his  advisor  and  should  be  consult- 
ed from  time  to  time.  -  ^t. 

Sec.  3.— In  the  absence  of  members  of  the  Execu- 
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tive  Committee  he  shall  institute  all  Camps,  legally 
chartered,  immediately  reporting  the  same  to  head- 
quarters in  accordance  with  prescribed  forms. 

Sec.  4. — He  shall  install  or  deputize  a  Past  Presi- 
dent to  install  all  Officers  of  Subordinate  Camps 
within  his  jurisdiction,  and  be  satisfied  that  the  an- 
nual or  semi-annual  report  has  been  forwarded,  and 
per  capita  tax  paid  before  the  installation  of  Officers 
takes  place.  He  shall  direct  attention  to  illegalities 
or  irregularities  in  Camp  proceedings,  and  in  case 
of  any  violation  of  the  laws  or  refusal  to  obey,  he 
shall  notify  the  National  or  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee. He  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  his  acts  and 
decisions,  and  forward  same  to  National  or  State 
headquarters,  when  Camps  or  members  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  appealing  therefrom.  He  shall  also 
annually,  or  oftener,  if  required,  render  a  report  to 
National  or  State  headquarters  upon  blanks  furnish- 
ed for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  5. — In  case  of  the  surrender  or  forfeiture  of 
the  charter  of  a  Subordinate  Camp,  he  shall,  upon 
an  order  of  the  National  or  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee having  jurisdiction,  immediately  proceed  to 
collect  all  books,  papers,  property,  moneys  and  ef- 
fects of  every  description  which  said  Camp  may  own 
or  possess  and  forward  same  to  the  National  or 
State  Camp  having  jurisdiction. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

QUORUM. 

No  business  shall  be  transacted  in  a  Camp  unless 
seven  members  or  five  Officers  are  present 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

LOCAL  LAWS. 

Section  1. — Each  Camp  of  the  Order  shall  have 
the  power  to  adopt  Local  Laws  not  inconsistent  with 
existing  National  or  State  Camp  Laws,  but  such 
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Local  Laws  shall  not  go  into  effect  until  approved 
by  a  Committee  on  Laws,  which  shall  be  appointea 
from  term  to  term  by  the  National  or  State  Presi- 
dent (except  that  said  Committee,  and  the  approval 
of  laws,  may  be  otherwise  provided  for  by  State 
Camp  law)  and  approved  by  the  National  or  State 
President  having  jurisdiction.  All  such  laws,  or 
amendments,  shall  be  submitted  m  duphcate  over 
the  signatures  of  the  President  and  Recording  Sec- 
retary, with  the  seal  of  the  Camp  affixed  thereto, 
one  copy  to  be  retained  by  the  Committee  for  filmg, 
and  the  other  to  be  returned  to  the  Camp.  The  Na- 
tional or  State  Secretary  having  jurisdiction  shall 
be  the  final  custodian  of  all  copies  of  laws,  the  same 
to  be  permanently  filed  at  headquarters  for  future 
reference. 

Sec  2  Any  addition  or  amendment  to  the  Lo- 
cal Laws  of  a  Subordinate  Camp  shall  be  read  at 
two  successive  meetings  before  final  action  can  be 
taken  by  the  Camp.  The  members  shall  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  proposed  additions  or  amend- 
ments, with  notice  thereof  sent  to  each  member, 
setting  forth  the  time  when  action  on  same  will  be 
taken.  A  two-thirds  majority  vote  of  the  members 
present  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  such  additions 
or  amendments. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

LEGAL  DECISIONS. 

A  majority  of  all  votes  shall  determine  questions 
for  decision  before  the  Camp,  unless  otherwise  or- 
dained by  the  Laws  of  the  Order.  In  case  of  doubt 
as  to  the  meaning  of  any  portion  of  these  laws  the 
subject  shall  be  referred  to  the  District  President, 
in  writing,  whose  decision  shall  remain  binding,  un- 
less reversed  by  the  National  or  State  Executive 
Committee,  having  jurisdiction,  to^  whom  appeal 
may  be  made  by  the  dissatisfied  parties  as  per  Arti- 
cle III. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

STATUS  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1. — member  when  under  suspension  for 
violation  of  law  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the 
rights,  privileges  or  benefits  of  his  Camp,  though  he 
must  keep  his  dues  paid  during  such  period  of  sus- 
pension. 

Sec.  2. — member  who  is  three  months  in  ar- 
rears shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  rights  or 
privileges  of  his  Camp,  except  admission  thereto. 
Such  penalty  shall  include  receiving  password,  be- 
ing a  candidate  for  office,  voting  for  election  of  offi- 
cers, or  on  any  question  submitted. 

Sec.  3. — A  member  who  has  been  suspended  or  ex- 
pelled shall  be  permitted  to  visit  his  own  Camp,  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  a  personal  trial  or  ap- 
peal, and  shall  also  be  permitted  to  keep  his  dues 
paid  until  final  decision  in  his  case;  subject  to  the 
limitations  set  forth  in  Section  2  of  this  Article. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

APPLICATIONS. 

Section  1. — Application  of  candidates  for  initia- 
tion shall  be  made  in  due  form  by  the  applicant  and 
be  accompanied  by  one-half  of  the  initiation  fee. 
The  application  for  membership  shall  give  the  name, 
age,  occupation,  birthplace  and  residence  of  appli- 
cant, which  shall  be  entered  upon  the  records,  and 
at  once  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  neither  of 
whom  shall  be  a  recommender,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  inquire  carefully  into  the  nativity,  character 
and  physical  condition  of  the  candidate,  and  report 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Camp,  at  the  next 
stated  meeting,  unless  the  time  be  extended  by  the 
Camp.  If  the  report  of  the  committee  be  favorable, 
"The  President  shall  clearly  explain"  that  white 
balls  elect  and  black  balls  reject.  The  candidate 
shall  then  be  balloted  for,  when,  if  no  black  balls  ap- 
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pear  against  him,  he  shall  be  declared  duly  elected. 
But  if  any  black  balls  be  found  in  the  box,  a  second 
or  test  ballot  shall  be  taken,  and  if,  on  second  ballot, 
one  or  more  black  balls  appear  against  him,  his  ap- 
plication shall  be  referred  to  the  same  committee 
who  shall,  if  possible,  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
objection,  and  again  report  at  the  next  stated  meet- 
ing. If  the  report  be  still  favorable,  he  shall  again 
be  balloted  for,  when,  if  three  or  more  black  balls 
appear  against  him,  he  shall  be  rejected,  and  so 
declared;  less  than  three,  elected. 

Sec.  2. — Should  the  report  of  a  committee  be  im- 
favorable,  the  candidate  shall  be  declared  rejected 
without  taking  a  ballot.  Any  candidate  rejected 
cannot  again  be  proposed  within  six  months  from 
date  of  rejection,  and  then  only  by  consent  of  the 
Camp  in  which  his  first  application  was  filed. 

Sec.  3. — Should  a  candidate  fail  to  appear  for  in- 
itiation within  six  weeks  after  being  duly  notified  of 
his  election,  his  proposition  fee  and  privileges  of 
initiation  shall  be  forfeited,  unless  he  be  prevented 
by  sickness  or  some  other  unavoidable  circumstance. 
In  case  of  rejection  the  advanced  fee  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  candidate. 

Sec.  4. — When  a  candidate  for  initiation  is  re- 
jected, the  Recording  Secretary  shall  notify  all  the 
Camps  within  the  district,  giving  name,  age,  occu- 
pation, residence,  etc. 

Sec.  5. — A  proposition  may  be  withdrawn  by^  a 
majority  vote  before  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
has  reported.  Before  a  ballot  is  taken  opportunity 
shall  be  given  for  remarks  upon  the  character  of 
the  candidate,  but  shall  not  be  in  order  until  after 
the  report  of  the  Investigating  Committee. 

Sec.  6. — An  application  for  membership,  by  de- 
posit of  Transfer  card,  or  an  application  contingent 
on  the  presentation  of  Transfer  card,  must  be  made 
in  writing,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Investi- 
gation, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  by  a  care- 
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ful  examination  whether  the  applicant  is  a  member 
of  the  Order,  and  report  the  result  of  said  investiga- 
tion to  the  Camp,  when  a  ballot  shall  be  taken  (in 
accordance  with  Section  1,  of  this  Article);  if  re- 
jected, he  can  at  any  time  renew  his  application  to 
the  Camp  rejecting  him,  or  any  other  Camp  of  the 
Order.  Members  joining  by  Card  shall  be  subjected 
to  such  entrance  fees  as  the  Local  Laws  of  the 
Camp  shall  prescribe. 

Sec.  7. — No  candidate  shall  be  initiated  on  the 
night  of  application  for  membership. 

Sec.  8.— If  any  member-elect  has  been  giiilty  of 
misconduct,  which,  if  a  member,  would  subject  him 
to  a  penalty  by  our  laws,  the  Camp  shall  return  his 
fee,  and  declare  such  election  null  and  void. 

Sec.  8. — ^Any  petitioner  placing  his  application  in 
another  Camp,  after  having  sent  it  to  a  Camp,  be- 
fore the  first  Camp  has  rejected  or  accepted  it,  or 
he  having  withdrawn  it,  shall  not  be  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  Order. 

Sec.  10. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Camp  of  the 
Order  to  provide  each  new  member  initiated  with  a 
copy  of  the  National  Camp  Constitution,  General 
Laws,  State  and  Subordinate  Camp  Constitution,  to 
enable  them  to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  laws 
of  the  Order. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  1. — The  elective  officers  shall  be  elected  semi- 
annually by  ballot,  at  the  last  stated  meetings  in 
June  and  December,  except  the  Recording  Secretary, 
Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  who  shall  be 
elected  annually  at  the  last  stated  meeting  in  De- 
cember. They  shall  be  placed  in  nomination  at 
least  one  week  previous  to  election,  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  office  until  their  successors  are  duly  install- 
ed.   The  offices  of  Recording  and  Financial  Secre- 
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taries  may  be  consolidated,  if  desired,  under  the 
name  of  Secretary. 

Sec.  2. — On  the  night  of  election,  regular  or  spec- 
ial, the  President  shall  appoint  two  brothers,  not 
candidates,  as  Tellers,  the  Recording  Secretary  as 
Clerk,  the  President  to  act  as  Judge,  and  conduct 
the  election. 

Sec.  3. — The  elective  Officers  shall  be  balloted  for 
with  written  or  printed  tickets;  a  majority  of  the 
valid  votes  cast  being  necessary  to  a  choice. 

Sec.  4. — No  vote  shall  be  considered  legal  if  cast 
for  other  than  the  regular  candidates;  provided, 
liowever,  should  it  occur  that  during  the  progress 
of  the  election  all  the  nominees  for  any  particular 
office  have  been  elected  to  other  offices  or  declined, 
fthe  Camp  may  proceed  with  the  election  by  voting 
ior  independent  candidates. 

Sec.  5. — When  the  polls  are  open  the  Financial 
Secretary  shall  call  the  roll  of  members  entitled 
to  vote,  and  as  their  names  are  called  they  shall  de- 
posit their  ballots. 

Sec.  6. — When  there  is  no  election  on  the  first  or 
second  ballots,  the  balloting  will  continue,  and  the 
candidates  having  the  lowest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  dropped  at  each  unsuccessful  ballot;  if  there  be 
one  or  more  who  have  received  no  votes  on  the  sec- 
ond ballot,  he  or  they  shall  be  dropped  first,  and  a 
Vote  cast  for  a  candidate  who  has  been  dropped 
shall  not  be  considered  valid. 

Sec.  7. — No  general  election  shall  take  place  on  the 
evening  of  the  nomination;  the  interval  to  be  filled 
by  the  late  incumbent  or  by  special  appointment. 

Sec.  8. — The  Trustees  of  Subordinate  Camps  and 
Delegates  to  State  Camp  shall  be  elected  as  pro- 
vided for  in  this  Article.  

ARTICLE  XIII. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1. — The  installation  of  Officers  shall  take 
place  as  early  as  practicable  after  election. 
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Sec.  2. — The  ceremony  of  installation  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  the  District  President,  or  a  Past  Presi- 
dent duly  authorized  by  him,  or  by  a  member  of  the 
National  or  State  Executive  Committee  having  jur- 
isdiction. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

VACANCIES  IN  OFFICE. 

Section  1. — Should  a  vacancy  occur  in  an  elective 
office,  the  Camp  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  elig- 
ible member  to  fill  such  vacancy;  the  officer  fillmg 
the  latter  end  of  the  term  shall  be  entitled  to  full 
honors  of  the  term.  The  process  of  nomination, 
election  and  installation,  under  these  circumstances, 
may  occur  at  one  and  the  same  meeting.        ^  ^ 

Sec.  2. — In  case  a  vacancy  occurs  in  an  appointive 
office,  the  President  shall  appoint  a  member  to  fill 
the  vacancy.  «    ,  ^ 

Sec.  3. — In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President, 
the  Vice  President  shall  preside;  in  the  absence  of 
both,  the  Master  of  Forms;  in  case  all  three  be  ab- 
sent, then  Past  Presidents,  according  to  seniority. 

Sec.  4. — If  any  Officer  absents  himself  from  Camp 
for  three  successive  meetings,  without  a  reasonable 
excuse,  his  seat  shall  be  declared  vacant. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  preside  over  the  Camp  and  preserve  order  in  de- 
bate; to  open  and  close  the  Camp  in  due  form;  to 
administer  the  initiatory  obligation;  and  to  appoint 
all  committees  and  Officers  not  otherwise  provided 
for.  He  shall  clearly  announce  all  questions  moved 
and  seconded;  inspect  and  declare  the  result  of  all 
balloting  and  voting,  and,  in  case  of  a  tie,  except  in 
election  of  Officers,  shall  give  the  casting  vote.  He 
shall  approve  all  bills  when  regularly  passed  by  the 
Camp,  sign  all  orders  on  the  Treasurer  and  all  visit- 
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ing,  transfer  and  honorary  members'  cards,  and  di- 
rect the  Recording"  Secretary  to  call  special  meet- 
mgs  on  the  requisition  of  seven  members,  except  in 
case  of  the  death  of  a  brother,  when  the  requisition 
is  not  necessary.  He  shall  not  argue,  while  in  place, 
the  merits  of  any  question,  unless  it  be  on  a  point  of 
order  or  for  explanation.  Upon  leaving  the  chair, 
he  shall  call  on  some  other  member  not  officially  en- 
gaged to  preside  during  his  absence  therefrom,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  incumbent 
upon  him  by  the  laws  of  the  Order,  the  ritual,  di- 
gest, or  the  resolutions  of  the  Camp. 

Sec.  2.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice  President 
to  act  for  the  President  in  his  absence;  to  put  the 
question  in  case  of  appeal  from  his  decision,  or  af- 
fecting his  immediate  interest,  and  to  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  by  the  ritual  or  the 
laws  of  the  Order. 

Sec.  3. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Master  of 
Forms  to  act  as  President  in  the  absence  of  the 
Pi-esident  and  Vice  President,  to  preserve  the  order, 
and  to  determine  correctness  of  all  forms  of  opening^ 
closing  and  initiatory  ceremonies.  He  shall  also 
assist  in  the  ceremony  of  initiation,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  ritual,  and  shall  preserve  and  safe- 
ly conceal  all  cards  of  duty  during  the  interval  of 
the  meetings;  and,  in  case  of  suspension  or  annul- 
ment of  the  charter,  he  shall  return  all  books  of 
forms,  seal  and  charter  of  the  Camp  to  an  Officer 
duly  authorized  by  the  National  or  State  Executive 
Committee  to  receive  them. 

Sec.  4.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Sec- 
retary to  preserve  correct  records  of  all  proceedings 
of  the  Camp,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose; 
to^  preserve  and  file  all  reports  not  entered  on  the 
minutes;  to  notify  candidates  of  their  election  or  re- 
jection v^ithin  one  week  after  ballot;  to  receive  the 
signatures  of  all  members  to  the  constitution  book; 
send  an  annual  report  to  the  National  or  State  Sec- 
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retary,  as  may  be  required,  within  two  weeks  after 
the  expiration  of  each  term,  stating  the  number  of 
propositions,  elections,  rejections  (giving  names), 
initiations,  admitted  by  card,  reinstatements,  trans- 
ferred, resignations,  deaths,  name  and  number  of 
all  those  dropped  from  the  rolls  or  expelled  (stating 
cause  thereof),  receipts,  expenditures,  amount  of 
benefits  paid,  amount  in  treasury,  value  of  Camp, 
with  description  of  property  and  amounts  invested; 
also  a  list  of  Officers  for  the  ensuing  term;  and  he 
shall  forward  the  amount  of  per  capita  tax  due  the 
National  or  State  Camp,  which  shall  include  every 
member  on  the  roll.  He  shall  also  send  a  semi-an- 
nual report  at  the  end  of  the  June  term,  which  shall 
contain  a  list  of  the  Officers  for  the  ensuing  term, 
and  the  total  number  of  members,  and  be  accompan- 
ied by  the  amount  of  per  capita  tax  due  for  semi- 
annual term  just  ended.  He  shall  keep  a  regular 
list  of  all  the  members  of  the  Camp,  with  the  date 
of  their  initiation  and  residence;  and,  in  the  case  of 
death,  transfer,  suspension,  expulsion  or  removal, 
reinstatement  or  forfeiture,  he  shall  enter  opposite 
their  names  a  reference  to  another  list  in  which 
those  incidents  shall  be  regularly  recorded.  He  shall 
call  special  meetings,  on  order  of  the  President,  fill 
up  all  certificates,  blanks,  etc.,  when  that  duty  is  not 
entrusted  to  others;  countersign  ail  visiting,  trans- 
fer, and  honorary  members'  cards;  and  preserve  a 
list  of  such  issues,  with  their  date  and  number,  and 
all  written  and  printed  documents  not  otherwise 
provided  for. 

Sec.  5. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary to  render  the  Recording  Secretary  whatever 
services  may  be  required,  and  in  his  absence  to  fill 
his  station. 

Sec.  6. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  keep  just  and  true  accounts  between 
the  Camp  and  its  members;  credit  the  amounts  paid, 
and  pay  the  same  over  to  the  Treasurer,  immediate- 
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ly  taking  his  receipt.  He  shall,  on  the  night  of  each 
semi-annual  election,  furnish  a  list  of  the  fines,  dues, 
etc.,  of  each  member  to  the  end  of  the  semi-annual 
term;  and  when  the  ballot  is  open  call  those  entitled 
to  vote;  he  shall  countersign  all  orders  drawn  upon 
the  Treasurer  by  the  Camp  and  approved  by  the 
President;  he  shall  give  a  report  at  the  end  of  each 
semi-annul  term  of  all  moneys  paid  to  the  Treasur- 
er, and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  requir- 
ed of  him  by  the  laws. 

Sec.  7. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  be- 
fore entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office,  to  give 
bonds  in  such  rums  as  the  Camp  may  approve  of. 
He  shall  receive  all  moneys  due  the  Camp  from  the 
Financial  Secretary,  or  other  sources,  and  disburse 
the  same  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Camp, 
making  a  detailed  report  semiannually,  or  oftener 
if  required;  preserving  correct  records  of  his  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  with  all  orders  and  neces- 
sary vouchers,  subjecting  the  same  to  audit  at  the 
will  of  the  Camp,  and  paying  over  the  balance,  with 
books,  to  his  successor  in  office  on  installation. 

Sec.  8. — The  Chaplain  shall  conduct  the  devotion- 
al exercises  of  the  Camp. 

Sec.  9. — The  Conductor  shall  assist  in  the  initia- 
tory ceremony,  have  charge  of  the  regalia  and  para- 
phernalia, and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  ritual. 

Sec.  10. — The  duties  of  the  Inspector,  Guard  and 
Sentinels  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  ritual. 

Sec.  11. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Junior  Past 
President  to  assist  in  the  ceremony  of  installation, 
conduct  the  devotional  exercises  of  the  Camp  in  the 
absence  of  the  Chaplain,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  ritual. 

Sec.  12. — All  Officers  shall,  in  addition  to  the  du- 
ties herein  prescribed,  perform  such  other  duties  as 
are  required  by  the  ritual,  digest  laws  and  usage  of 
the  Order. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 

TRUSTEES. 

Each  Camp  shall,  at  the  date  of  institution,  elect 
three  Trustees,  to  serve  respectively  six,  twelve  and 
eighteen  months.  Thereafter,  at  each  semi-annual 
election,  one  Trustee  shall  be  elected  to  serve  eigh- 
teen months;  provided,  however,  that  nothing  in  this 
Article  shall  prevent  a  State  Camp  from  enacting 
laws  relative  to  an  increased  number  of  Trustees 
and  the  election  and  bonding  of  same  in  order  to 
conform  with  the  civil  laws  of  said  State.  They 
shall  make  contracts  for  rent  or  lease  of  halls,  lights 
and  fuel,  etc.,  and  procure  the  necessary  property 
and  fixtui-es  for  the  use  of  the  Camp.  They  shall 
keep  all  certificates  or  other  e\'idences  of  debt  or 
investment  in  the  name  of  the  Treasurer,  except 
such  certificates  as  can  be  made  negotiable  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustees,  which  they  shall  transfer  to 
the  keeping  of  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor.  They  shall  receive  from  the  Treasurer,  in 
the  name  of  the  National  or  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee (or  where  the  Camp  is  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  located  it  shall  bond 
its  Treasurer  in  the  name  of  the  Subordinate  Camp), 
security  in  such  sum  as  the  Camp  may  approve  of; 
they  shall  not  draw  any  moneys  from  any  invest- 
ment, nor  make  any  disposition  of  the  same,  but 
shall,  when  ordered  by  the  Camp,  transfer  such  cer- 
tificates as  directed,  and  at  the  expiration  of  their 
term  they  shall  deliver  all  papers,  certificates,  etc., 
to  their  successors  in  office,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  the  laws  may  direct.  All  contracts  en- 
tered into  by  the  Trustees  shall  first  have  been  au- 
thorized and  approved  by  the  Camp. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

LOTTERIES  AND  DRAWINGS. 

No  State  Camp  nor  Subordinate  Camp,  nor  any 
member  or  members  of  the  Order  representing  any 
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Camp,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  derive  revenue 
from  or  dispense  gifts  or  prizes,  through  any  lot- 
tery, drawing  or  other  scheme  of  chance.  Any 
Camp,  State  or  Subordinate,  found  guilty  of  violat- 
ing this  Article  may  have  its  charter  suspended  or 
annulled;  and  any  member  or  members  found  guilty 
may  be  suspended  or  expelled. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

CARDS. 

Section  1. — Any  member  in  good  standing  may  re- 
ceive a  Visiting  Card  on  application  in  open  Camp, 
and  paying  twenty-five  cents  therefor,  and  all  dues 
to  the  time  of  the  extent  of  the  Card.  Said  Card 
shall  not  be  granted  for  more  than  one  year. 

Sec.  2. — Any  member  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Trans- 
fer Card  on  application  in  open  Camp,  and  upon 
the  payment  of  twenty-five  cents;  provided,  he  be 
free  from  all  charges  and  clear  on  the  books.  Such 
card  shall  be  special  to  one,  but  may  be  deposited  in 
any  Camp,  subject  to  the  laws  governing  the  elec- 
tion of  new  members.  A  member  receiving  a  Card 
shall  retain  his  membership  in  the  Camp  granting 
said  Card  for  a  period  of  two  months  after  date  of 
issue,  providing  he  has  not  deposited  the  Card  and 
been  elected  in  another  Camp,  and  providing  the 
Card  be  returned  within  that  time;  but  he  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  benefits  while  the  Card  is  out- 
standing. 

Sec.  3. — On  application,  a  Certificate  of  Good 
Standing  may  be  issued  to  a  member  of  a  Camp,  at 
time  of  surrender  of  charter,  and,  after  surrender, 
by  the  National  or  State  Executive  Committee  hav- 
ing jurisdiction,  and  said  Certificate  shall  be  evi- 
dence of  his  good  standing,  and  may  be  accepted  as 
a  Transfer  Card  by  any  Camp,  and  said  member  be 
admitted,  under  rules  governing  Card  members. 

Sec.  4. — Honorary  members  shall  receive  Cards  an- 
nually upon  payment  of  their  Card  fees  in  advance. 
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Sec.  5. — Every  Visiting,  Transfer  and  Honorary 
Members'  Card,  as  well  as  Certifieate  of  Good 
Standing:,  must  bear  the  signature  of  the  President, 
and  be  attested  by  the  Recording  Secretary  with  the 
Seal  of  the  Camp  granting  it  attached,  and  the  sig- 
nature of  the  holder  on  the  margin.  Said  Cards,  ex- 
cepting Transfer,  may  be  renewed  annually. 

Sec.  e.-xThe  Camp  granting  a  Card  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  conduct  of  a  member 
until  he  shall  have  been  elected  to  another  Camp 
and  complied  with  its  Local  Laws,  or  until  such 
Card  becomes  null  and  void. 

Sec.  7. — A  brother  drawing  his  Card  from  one 
Camp  and  depositing  it  in  another,  is  entitled  to 
all  the  honors  in  the  Camp  he  joins  by  Card  that  he 
had  in  the  Camp  in  which  he  received  the  same; 
provided  that  when  a  Camp  is  reorganized,  or  a  new 
Camp  instituted,  all  Past  Presidents  becoming  mem- 
bers previous  to  the  end  of  the  first  elective  term 
shall  rank  in  order  according  to  the  length  of  time 
they  have  held  that  title,  the  oldest  Past  President 
being  the  Senior  Past  President  of  said  Camp. 

Sec.  8. — ^Any  member,  upon  the  payment  of  one 
year's  dues  in  advance,  shall  receive  from  the  Camp 
the  official  receipt  card,  with  the  seal  of  the  Camp 
thereon,  and  signed  by  the  President  and  Financial 
Secretary.  ^  

ARTICLE  XIX. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

Should  a  member  wish  to  sever  his  connections 
with  the  Order  he  shall  tender  a  written  resignation, 
which  shall  be  accepted;  provided  he  be  free  from 
all  charges  and  clear  on  the  books. 

ARTICLE  XX, 

RE-ADMISSION. 

Any  member  who  has  resigned  from  the  Order 
may  be  re-admitted  at  any  time  thereafter  as  a  new 
member,  and  be  again  initiated. 
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ARTICLE  XXI.  j 

DECORUM.  I 

Should  any  member  refuse  to  come  to  order  when  j 
requested  by  the  President  or  at  the  sound  of  the  ! 
gavel,  the  President  shall  immediately  remind  him 
of  his  error;  and  if  he  shall  not  instantly  comply 
with  his  duty  in  the  premises,  the  President  shall 
direct  the  Financial  Secretary  to  enter  a  fine  of 
twenty-five  cents  against  said  member. 

If  the  member  still  refuses  to  become  orderly,  the 
President,  at  a  majority  vote  of  the  Camp,  shall  di- 
rect the  Recording  Secretary  to  read  this  article, 
when  if  the  member  still  continues  unruly,  the  Pres- 
ident shall  order  him  to  leave  the  room,  and  in  case 
he  does  not  at  once  comply,  the  President  may  close 
the  Camp,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  five  su-  | 
perior   officers    (Past   President,    President,    Vice  • 
President,  Mastor  of  Forms  and  Recording  Secre-  ' 
tary)    to   make   complaint   against  the  offending 
member  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  with  a  view  to  i 
trial  under  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  and  | 
laws  of  the  order. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

PENALTIES. 

Section  1. — Any  member  who  disregards  any  of 
the  requirements  of  the  Constitution;  feigns  sick- 
ness or  disability  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  bene- 
fits; who  shall  be  guilty  of  immorality  or  breach  of 
public  peace,  in  or  out  of  the  Camp;  of  intoxication 
or  gambling;  or  work  at  his  usual  occupation  or 
other  business  for  gain  (except  giving  orders  or  di- 
rections for  his  business),  while  drawing  upon  the 
funds  of  Camp,  violates  his  obligations,  or  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  Order,  shall  be 
fined,  suspended  or  expelled. 

Sec.  2.— Any  member  who  shall  become  intoxicat-  i 
ed  on  the  occasion  of  any  public  demonstration  of 
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the  Order,  or  at  any  time  bring  dis^ace  upon  it, 
shall  be  expelled..  ■,.  .     ,  • 

Sec  3— A.nv  member  who  maliciously  circulates 
detrimental  and  untruthful  reports^  concerning  a 
brother  or  a  member  of  a  brothers  lamily  shall  be 
fined,  suspended  or  expelled.     ^  ^  a 

Sec.  4.— Any  member  who  misrepresents  the  tin- 
ancial  standing  of  a  Camp,  or  otherwise  J^^alces 
detrimental  statements  concerning  a  Camp,  snail  be 
fined,  suspended  or  expelled. 

Sec.  5. — Anv  member  proposing  a  name  of  an  ap- 
plicant for  membership  in  his  Camp,  knowing  said 
petitioner  has  an  application  pending  m  another 
Camp,  shall  be  suspended  or  expelled.  ^ 

Sec.  6. — Anv  member  who  shall  use  msultmg  lan- 
guage tovrards  an  Officer  in  the  performance  of  his 
official  duties,  either  personally  or  in  the  presence 
of  others,  shall  be  suspended  or  expelled. 

Sec.  7.— Any  member  who  shall  malliciously  pre- 
fer charges  against  another  member,  shall  be  fined, 
susnended  or  expelled. 

Sec.  8.— Officers  absenting  themselves  from  meet- 
ing without  a  reasonable  excuse,  or  failing  to  send 
keys  or  books  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, shall  be  fined  in  such  sum  as  the  Local  Laws 
of  the  Camp  shall  specify. 

Sec.  9.— Anv  member  who  shall  accept  an  office 
or  appointment  and  neglect  any  of  the  duties  there- 
of, without  a  reasonable  excuse,  shall  be  fined. 

Sec.  10.— Anv  member  who  shall  be  ^^iltv  ^  oi 
fraud,  f elonv  or  other  crime,  or  shall  become  addict- 
ed to  anv  habits  that  will  injure  himself  or  family, 
and  bring  disgrace  upon  the  Order,  shall  be  sus- 
pended or  expelled.  . 

Sec.  11. — ^Any  member  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
watch  over  a  sick  brother,  either  in  person  or  by 
substitute,  after  being  notified  and  detailed  by  the 
Visiting  Committee,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one 
dollar;  provided,  however,  the  Camp  may  excuse  for 
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special  reasons;  and,  provided,  further,  that  no 
brother  residing  beyond  three  miles  shall  perform 
such  duty  or  ask  the  same. 

Sec.  12. — Any  member  who  shall  reveal  any  of 
the  business  or  private  affairs  of  the  Camp,  or  ex- 
pose any  matters  regarding  the  same,  shall  be  ex- 
pelled. 

Sec.  13. — Any  misrepresentation  of  age  or  physi- 
cal condition  by  a  candidate  for  membership  shall 
disqualify  such  member  from  receiving  benefits,  and 
shall  subject  him  to  fine,  suspension  or  expulsion. 

Sec.  14. — Any  member  exposing  the  name  of  an- 
other who  may  think  proper  to  vote  against  a  can- 
didate for  initiation,  to  any  one  not  connected  with 
the  Order,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  expelled. 

Sec.  15. — Any  member  who  shall  be  guilty  of  con- 
duct unbecoming  a  member  of  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A  shall 
upon  conviction,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  the  Order  and  be  subject  to  fine,  sus- 
pension or  expulsion. 

Sec.  16. — Any  member  or  members  who  take  part 
in  any  public  recital  or  display  of  the  Ritual  or  any 
part  thereof,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  expelled  from 
the  Order. 

Sec.  17. — No  association,  or  individual,  or  mem- 
ber or  group  of  members,  shall  have  the  right  to 
circularize  the  Camps,  with  letter,  or  pamphlet,  or 
other  writings,  of  a  villifying,  scurrilous  or  politi- 
cal character,  under  penalty  of  fine,  suspension  or 
expulsion. 

Sec.  18. — The  foregoing  shall  only  be  enforced 
after  trial  and  conviction,  except  as  provided  for 
offences  for  which  the  penalty  is  a  fine  alone. 

Sec.  19. — Any  member  charged  with  any  viola- 
tions of  the  laws,  as  enumerated  in  the  foregoing 
sections,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial,  except  he  may  have  been  con\icted  of  a  crime 
and  sentenced  by  a  court  of  justice,  in  which  case 
he  may  be  expellee?  without  trial,  and,  provided, 
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also,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent  a 
State  Camp  from  enacting  such  legislation  in  rela- 
tion to  trial  and  sentence  of  members  as  may  in  its 
judgment  seem  wise  and  proper  and  that  shall  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  National  President. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

DROPPED  AND  EXPELLED  MEMBERS. 

Section  1. — Any  member  who  has  been  expelled 
from  the  Order,  shall  not  be  re-admitted,  or  be  an 
applicant  for  charter  for  a  new  Camp,  except  by  the 
consent  of  his  own  Camp,  and  the  consent  of  the  Na- 
tional or  State  Executive  Comimttee  having  juris- 
diction, or,  in  case  of  his  Camp  being  defunct,  the 
consent  of  the  National  or  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  then  only  as  a  new  member  (and  he 
must  again  be  initiated). 

Sec.  2. — Any  member  having  been  dropped  from 
the  roll  of  his  Camp  for  non-payment  of  dues,  may, 
upon  application,  be  reinstated  to  membership  in 
the  Camp  from  which  he  Was  dropped  by  the  pay- 
ment of  such  sum  as  the  Local  Laws  of  the  Camp 
specify,  and  his  application  for  reinstatement  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  requirements  governing  the 
admission  of  new  members,  as  specified  in  Section 
1.  Article  XI;  or  he  may  become  a  member  of  an- 
other Camp  by  proposition,  election  and  initiation 
as  a  new  member;  provided,  however,  that  before 
said  applicant  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Camp  he 
shall  present  a  Dismissal  Card  from  the  Camp  of 
which  said  applicant  was  a  member,  signed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary,  with  the  seal  attached. 

Upon  request  by  the  applicant,  to  the  Camp  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  was  dropped  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  a  Dismissal  Card  shall  be  issued 
by  the  Camp;  provided,  said  applicant  has  paid  all 
his  arrearages,  or  the  Camp  has  released  him  from 
the  payment  of  same.  If  no  other  just  cause  does 
exist,  then  the  Camp  is  at  liberty  to  admit  him  to 
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membership.  If  the  Camp  has  become  defunct,  thai 
State  or  National  Executive  Committee,  upon  re- 
quest, may  issue  the  Dismissal  Card. 

Sec.  3. — A  dropped  member  forfeits  all  previous; 
honors,  which  can  only  be  restored  by  a  reinstate- 
ment to  membership  in  the  Camp  from  which  hei 
was  dropped. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

FEES,  DUES  AND  PENALTIES  FOR  NON-PAYMENT. 

Section  1.  The  minimum  fees  for  admission  to 
membership  shall  be  three  dollars  ($3.00).  The 
minimum  dues  shall  be  four  dollars  ($4.00)  per  an- 
num, and  the  minimum  assessment  shall  be  twenty- 
five  cents  (25  cents)  per  capita. 

Sec.  2. — ^All  dues  shall  be  paid  quarterly  in  ad- 
vance on  or  before  January  1st,  April  1st,  July  1st 
and  October  1st,  of  every  year.  If  any  member  neg- 
lects to  pay  his  quarterly  dues  in  advance  within 
thirty  days  after  the  same  shall  be  due,  he  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  sick  or  death  benefits,  to 
which  he  might  otherwise  be  entitled,  for  a  period 
of  six  weeks  after  the  date  of  payment.  As  to  death 
benefits,  this  Section  shall  not  apply  to  members  en- 
rolled in  Death  Benefit  Association. 

Sec.  3. — Any  member  becoming"  sick  or  disabled 
within  the  penalty  period  of  six  weeks  shall  not  re- 
ceive benefits  for  and  during  such  sickness  or  dis- 
ability. 

Sec.  4. — All  assessments,  fees  and  penalties  are 
to  be  counted  as  dues,  and  payable  in  the  same  man- 
ner, to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  members 
within  thirty  days  after  notice  of  said  assessments, 
fees  and  penalties  have  been  issued  by  the  Financial 
Secretary. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Sections  1,  2  and  3  be- 
come effective  July  1,  1924. 
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Sec.  5. — Any  member  failing  to  pay  his  dues,  fees 
and  assessments  for  one  year  (in  amount),  shall  be 
notified  in  writing,  by  the  Financial  Secretary,  and 
if  such  arrearages  are  not  paid  by  the  fourth  meet- 
ing night  after  said  notice,  the  President  may  de- 
clare him  dropped  from  the  rolls;  provided,  that  any 
Camp  is  privileged  to  enact  a  local  law  to  drop  a 
member  at  the  expiration  of  three  months;  and,  pro- 
vided, further,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  prevent 
a  State  Camp  from  enacting  such  additional  laws 
in  regard  to  fees,  dues  and  penalties  for  enforce- 
ment of  the  same,  as  may  in  their  judgment  seem 
wise  and  proper,  and  shall  meet  the  approval  of 
the  National  President.  

ARTICLE  XXV. 

TRLA.L  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1. — Charges  may  be  made  by  any  member 
of  a  Camp  who  is  in  good  standing,  and  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Camp.  Such  charges  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Camp;  they  shall  be  made 
in  writing  and  shall  distinctly  and  fully  specify  the 
violation.  A  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications 
shall  be  furnished  to  accused  immediately  by  the 
Recording  Secretary,  and  at  the  same  time  direct 
him  to  appear  at  the  next  stated  or  special  meeting. 

Sec.  2. — At  said  meeting  a  Trial  Committee  of 
five  members  shall  be  selected  as  follows: — The 
President  shall  instruct  the  Recording  Secretary  to 
write  the  names  of  all  members  present  (except 
those  of  the  accused  and  accusers),  on  separate  slips 
of  paper  and  deposit  the  same  in  a  hat,  and  Con- 
ductor shall  draw  nine  slips  from  the  hat,  one  at 
a  time,  and  announce  the  name  contained  on  each 
slip.  The  accused  and  accuser  shall  each  be  en- 
titled to  two  challenges,  and  the  remaining  five 
members  shall  then  constitute  the  Trial  Committee. 
If  there  should  be  no  challenges,  or  less  than  four, 
then  the  first  five  drawn  shall  constitute  the  Trial 
Committee. 
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Sec.  3. — The  Chairman  or  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee, shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  notify  the  accuser 
and  accused  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  and 
direct  them  to  produce  their  evidence,  giving  notice 
at  least  three  days  before  the  time  of  hearing.  If 
either  the  accuser  or  accused  be  absent  from  the 
place,  a  notice  sent  by  mail,  properly  addressed,  five 
days  before  the  hearing,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient 
notice. 

Sec.  4. — The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  shall 
preside  during  the  trial.  The  Committee  shall  exam- 
ine the  parties,  their  proofs  and  witnesses.  They 
shall  keep  a  correct  record  of  their  proceedings, 
which  they  shall  present  to  Camp.  They  shall  re- 
duce their  opinions  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  accused  on  each  charge,  to  writing,  four-fifths 
concurring.  The  Camp  shall  then,  by  ballot,  when 
the  penalty  is  not  directly  specified,  inflict  such  pun- 
ishment as  the  laws  will  admit.  When  the  penalty 
is  directly  specified,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  pronounce  the  penalty  for  the  violation  of 
the  law  for  which  the  accused  may  be  found  guilty. 

Sec.  5. — The  Committee  and  witnesses  shall  be 
sworn  or  affirmed,  according  to  the  following  form: 

The  Committee  shall  be  sworn  by  the  President  of 
the  Camp  at  the  time  the  Committee  of  Trial  is 
named  or  by  him  or  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Trial  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  as  follows: 

"You,   ,  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case 

may  be)  that  you  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 
preme Being,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  Uni- 
verse, and  will  well  and  truly  try  the  case  between 

Brother  and  ,  the  accused  member 

of  the  Camp,  and  a  true  verdict  render  according  to 
the  evidence  as  you  may  judge.    So  help  you  God." 

Witnesses  to  be  sworn  as  follows: 

"You,  ,  swear  or  (affirm,  as  the  case  may 

be)  that  you  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme 
Being,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  Universe, 
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and  in  view  of  this  will  give  a  true  Statement  of 
such  matter  as  you  may  make  plain  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  will  tell  nothing  but  the  truth.  So  help 
you  God." 

Sec.  6. — If  the  accused  fails  to  appear  before  the 
Committte,  after  being  duly  notified,  he  shall  again 
be  notified,  to  appear  before  said  Committee;  in 
case  he  again  fails  to  appear,  the  trial  shall  proceed, 
and  the  Committee  act  as  provided  for  in  the  fore- 
going Section,  unless  the  accused  shall  be  prevented 
by  a  severe  sickness,  and  communicates  the  fact 
to  the  Committee;  a  reasonable  time  shall  then  be 
set  by  the  Committee,  when  the  case  may  be  tried. 

Sec.  7. — Counsel  shall  be  allowed  the  accuser  or 
accused;  provided,  they  are  members  of  the  Order. 
Persons  not  members  of  the  Order  shall  be  consider- 
ed competent  witnesses  at  a  trial. 

Sec.  8. — If  the  accuser  or  his  counsel  fail  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Committee  after  being  duly  sum- 
moned and  notified,  the  Committee  shall  proceed 
with  the  trial. 

Sec.  9. — The  Recording  Secretary  shall,  on  order 
of  the  Prseident,  issue  blank  summons  for  witness- 
es, to  the  accuser  and  accused.  Brethren  summoned 
as  witnesses  and  failing  to  appear  shall  be  fined  in 
such  sum  as  the  Camp  may  deem  proper.  Trial 
Committee  members  failing  to  appear  at  a  call  for 
meeting  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one  dollar  each. 
Both  witnesses  and  Committee  members,  however, 
shall  be  exempt  from  fine  when  it  can  be  shown 
that  sickness  or  unavoidable  absence  from  home  be 
the  cause.  If  a  Committee  fails  to  attend  to  its 
duties  the  President  shall  discharge  it  and  appoint 
a  new  one. 

Sec.  10. — Should  the  accuser  or  accused  be  dis- 
satisfied with  the  action  of  the  Camp  an  appeal  may 
be  taken  by  either,  as  provided  by  the  laws  of  the 
Order. 

Sec.  11. — A  member  may  prefer  charges  against 
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a  member  of  another  Camp  by  specifying  the  charge 
and  filing  with  the  Secretary  of  his  Camp,  who  will 
send  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Camp  of  the  ac- 
cused member,  when  the  trial  shall  take  place  in 
accordance  with  Section  2  of  this  Article. 

Sec.  12. — Any  Camp  refusing  or  failing  to  bring 
members  to  trial  shall  be  brought  before  the  Na- 
tional or  State  Executive  Committee  having  juris- 
diction, and  upon  conviction  of  such  refusal  or  neg- 
lect shall  be  suspended  or  its  charter  forfeited. 

Sec.  13. — When  a  member  of  a  Camp  has  been  sus- 
pended or  expelled,  the  Recording  Secretary  shall 
immediately  send  notice  to  all  Camps  in  the  Dis- 
trict. He  shall  also  notify  the  National  or  State 
Secretary  having  jurisdiction. 


ARTICLE  XXVI. 

PROPERTY  OF   SUBORDINATE  CAMPS. 

Section  1. — In  case  of  the  surrender  or  forfeiture 
of  the  Charter  of  a  Subordinate  Camp,  the  members 
thereof  shall  surrender  to  the  National  or  State 
Executive  Committee  having  jurisdiction  all  books, 
papers,  property,  moneys  and  effects  of  every  de- 
scription which  said  Camp  may  own  or  possess. 

Sec.  2. — In  case  of  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  an 
officer  or  a  member  of  a  defunct  Camp  to  deliver 
any  of  the  property,  moneys  or  other  effects  to  the 
District  President,  or  such  other  person  officially  au- 
thorized to  collect  the  same,  he,  or  they,  shall  be 
declared  expelled  and  shall  forever  be  ineligible  to 
membership  in  the  Order,  and  the  National  or  State 
Executive  Committee  having  jurisdiction  shall  pro- 
ceed against  them  in  law  if  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  3. — The  National  or  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee shall,  upon  receipt  of  the  property,  moneys 
and  other  effects  of  a  defunct  Camp,  make  such  dis- 
position of  same  as  in  their  judgment  they  may 
consider  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Order. 
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Sec.  4. — All  property,  moneys  and  effects  of  Sub- 
ordinate Camps  are  held  in  trust  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America.  Any  di- 
vision, distribution  or  appropriation  of  the  property, 
moneys  and  effects  of  a  Camp  among  the  members 
thereof  is  strictly  forbidden.  In  case  of  any  such 
division,  distribution  or  appropriation  of  the  prop- 
erty, money  and  effects  of  a  Subordinate  Camp 
among  the  members  thereof,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, the  National  or  State  Executive  Committee 
having  jurisdiction  may  proceed  in  law  and  equity 
to  recover  from  the  person  or  persons  who  may  have 
received  such  property,  moneys  or  effects. 


ARTICLE  XXVII. 

VISITORS. 

All  ^-i siting  brethren  unkno-^n  to  the  fraternity 
shall  be  subjected  to  a  strict  examination  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Camp,  of 
which  Committee  the  Master  of  Forms  shall  be 
chairman. 

Any  member  of  the  Order  in  good  standing  shall 
be  allowed  the  pri\'ilege  of  attending  the  sessions  of 
the  National  and  State  Camps;  provided,  he  be  in 
possession  of  the  regular  term  password,  or  can  be 
vouched  for. 


ARTICLE  XXVIII. 

DEMONSTRATIONS. 

Camps  may  be  allowed  to  wear  the  Regalia  of  the 
Order  on  parade  or  any  occasion,  except  at  picnics 
or  balls  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold. 
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ARTICLE  XXIX. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

The  order  of  business  for  each  stated  meeting  af- 
ter the  Camp  is  opened  in  due  form  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  Reading  of  Minutes. 

2.  Reports  of  Committees  on  Candidates. 

3.  Balloting  on  Candidates. 

4.  Initiation  of  Candidates. 

5.  Pi'opositions  of  Candidates  for  membership. 

6.  Is  any  Brother  sick  or  in  distress? 

7.  Is  any  Brother  without  employment? 

8.  Calling  list  of  Officers  absent  at  pre\ious 
meeting. 

9.  Unfinished  business. 

10.  Reports  of  Committees  and  Officers. 

11.  Written  communications. 

12.  New  business. 

13.  Financial  business. 

14.  Nomination  of  Officers. 

15.  Election  of  Officers. 

16.  Installation  of  Officers. 

17.  Verbal  communications. 

18.  Adjournment. 
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ARTICLE  XXX. 

LOANS. 

No  Camp  shall  be  permitted  to  loan  any  of  its 
funds  to  members  of  the  Order  except  on  first  Mort- 
gage real  estate  security. 


ARTICLE  XXXI. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1. — These  General  Laws  shall  not  be  al- 
tered or  amended,  unless  such  amendments  be  pro- 
posed at  a  regular  session  of  the  National  Camp  and 
adopted  by  a  three-fourths  majority  of  the  votes 
present. 
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VISITING  CARD. 


........... .192.. 

oil  PamrkB  uTiA  Rretlireii  of  the 

P.  O.  S.  of  A., 

To  whom  these  presents  shall 

come.    Greeting ; 

This  is  to  certify  that  Brother  . 

Washington  Camp  No. 

is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 

,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  he 

 .......192.... 

We  cheerfully  recommend  him  to 

your  favor 

Fraternally, 

.......... Prw't. 

 R.  S. 

TRANSFER  CARD. 


.192. . 


To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  Washington  Camp.  No. 

 P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  Greeting: 

The    undersigned    Officers    of    Washington    Camp  No. 


State  of 


.P.  O.  S.  of  A., 


certify  that  Brother   V '  "^^"^  Si? 

Camp  in  good  standing,  and  free  of  all  charges  ;  and  at  his 
requ^t  he  is  granted  this  Transfer  Card  to  your  Camp. 

Admitted  into  the  Order  19  

Fraternally, 

(SEAL)   ^  

 R.  S. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  GOOD  STANDING. 


 192.. 

To  all  Camps  and  Brethren  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A., 
To  whom  these  presents  shall  come.  Greeting: 
This  is  to  certify  that  at  the  time  Washington  Camp  No. 

  State  of   P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  ceased 

to  exist  as  an  active  Camp,  Brother    was 

free  of  all  charges  on  the  Books  and  in  good  standing. 
Fraternally, 

(SEAL)   Pres't. 

 R.  S. 


HONORARY  MEMBER'S  CARD. 


 .....192.. 

To  all  Camps  and  Brethren  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A., 
To  whom  these  presents  shall  come.  Greeting: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer,  Brother   , 

is  an  Honorary  Member  of  Washington  Camp  No  


State  of   ,  and  that  his  dues  are  paid 

to    192.... 

Fraternally, 

(SEAL)   Preset. 

 R.  S. 

 L_i 
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ORDER  FOR  SEMI-ANNUAL  PASSWORD. 
I  ^  ~ 

 192.. 

Washington  Camp  No  ,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  of  , 

To  any  Camp  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  Greeting: 

Brother    the  bearer  hereof,  is  entitled 

upon  presentation  of  this  order,  together  with  an  official 
receipt  for  all  indebtedness  to  his  Camp  to  the  beginning 
of  the  semi-annual  term  within  which  this  order  bears  date 
and  upon  satisfactory  examination,  to  receive  the  semi- 
annual password  for  such  term. 

Please  invest  him  therewith  and  take  up  and  destroy  this 
order. 

(SEAL)   Trea't. 

 R.  S. 


FORM  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 


Official  Receipt  Card  Issued  by  the  National  Camp 
PATRIOTIC  ORDER  SONS  OF  AMERICA 
THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT 

g  BRO  

whose  signature  is  written  in  the  margin  hereof, 
has  paid  his  dues  in  advance,  and  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  for  the  year  ending  December  Slst, 

4,   192  ,  in 

g  Washington  Camp  No  

g  Located  at   


Financial  Secretary  President 
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FORM  DISMISSAL  CARD. 


To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  Washington  Camp 

 »  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America. 

THIS    CERTIFIES  that..  

was  admitted  to  membership  in  Washington  Camp  No  


located  at 


°^  the  day  of  ,   19   ^nd 

retained  membership  until  the  day  of  , 

19  ,  when   he  was  dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

At  the  request  of  the  above  named,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  laws  of  the  Order  relative  to  dropped  members,  this 
Dismissal  Card  is  issued. 


Pennsylvania  State  Camp  Constitution 

Revised  Anenst,  1919. 


ARTICLE  I. 

TITLE. 

Section  1.— This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Camp  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 

^'Sec!'2:-It  shall  be  composed. of  the  Corporators 
named  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  Past  Presi- 
dents  of  this  State  Camp  (as  long  as  m  good  stand- 
ing in  the  Order)  and  all  Officers  of  this  State  Camp, 
fof  the  time  being,  and  delegates  from  each  Sub- 
ordinate Camp.  Each  member  shall  have  one  vote 
on  "ach  subject  brought  before  this  State  Camp. 

ARTICLE  II. 

POWERS. 

This  State  Camp  shall  be  the  head  of  the  Order  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  proceedings  shall  be 
binding  on  all  Camps  within  its  Jurisdiction.  It 
shal  possess  the  sole^ight,  as  delegated  by  the  Na- 
tional Camp,  of  granting,  suspending  and  annulling 
Charters;  of  regulating  the  means  of  its  own  sup- 
port; of  deciding  all  questions  arismg  out  of  this 
Constitution,  and  the  laws  made  m  pursuance  there- 
of and  of  doing  all  acts  necessary  to  advance  the 
interests  of  theSrder;  provided,  the  same  do  not 
conflict  with  the  laws  of  the  National  Camp. 

ARTICLE  III. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  STATE  CAMP. 

Section  1.— This  State  Camp  shall  meet  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  August  in  each  year  at  ]iine 
o'clock  A  M.  and  no  public  demonstration  shall  be 
made  on  the  first  and  second  day's  session. 

(70) 
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Sec.  2. — The  nomination  and  election  for  the  place 
of  holding  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  State 
Camp,  shall  be  held  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  nomination  and  election  of  oflS- 
eers  of  the  State  Camp.  A  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

DELEGATES. 

^  Section  1. — Each  Subordinate  Camp  shall  be  en- 
titled to  elect  by  ballot  at  the  last  stated  meeting 
in  June  of  each  year,  one  Delegate  and  one  Alter- 
nate, for  every  one  hundred  members,  or  a  fractional 
part  thereof;  to  serve  for  one  year  from  the  Fourth 
Tuesday  in  August  thereafter;  provided,  that  new 
Camps  instituted  after  the  month  of  June  shall  also 
be  entitled  to  similar  representation. 

Sec.  2. — Every  Delegate  must  produce  a  Credential 
and  each  State  Officer,  Past  State  President,  Incor- 
porator, Trustee  and  District  President  must  pro- 
duce a  certificate  of  good  standing,  signed  by  the 
President  and  Recording  Secretary,  with  the  Seal  of 
his  Camp  attached,  to  entitle  him  to  a  voice  and  vote 
in  this  State  Camp. 


ARTICLE  V. 

OFFICERS. 

Section  1.— The  Officers  of  this  State  Camp  shall 
consist  of  State  President,  State  Vice  President, 
State  Master  of  Forms,  State  Secretary,  State 
Treasurer,  State  Assistant  Secretary,  State  Chap- 
lain, State  Conductor,  State  Inspector,  State  Guard, 
District  Presidents  and  nine  State  Camp  Building 
Trustees. 

Sec.  2.— The  elective  officers  shall  be  State  Presi- 
dent, State  Vice  President,  State  Master  of  Forms, 
State  Secretary,  State  Treasurer,  State  Conductor, 
btate  Inspector,  State  Guard  and  State  Camp  Build- 
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ing  Trustees,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  a  ina- 
iority  of  the  votes  cast  at  the  stated  sessions  of  the 
State  Camp,  and  shall  hold  their  office  for  the  term  , 
of  one  year;  except  the  State  Secretary  and  State 
Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  for  two  years,  m  the  | 
uneven  number  of  years;  and  the  State  Camp  Build- 
ing Trustees,  three  of  which  shall  be  elected  each 
year  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  until  their  success-  | 
ors  are  duly  installed. 

Sec.  3.— The  appointed  Officers  shall  be.  State 
Chaplain,  State  Assistant  Secretary,  and  District 
Presidents. 

Sec  4  —The  election  shall  take  place  at  the  after- 
noon session  of  the  first  day,  and  the  Officers  elect 
shall  be  installed  into  their  respective  offices  at  the 
close  of  the  annual  sessions,  but  only  members  ot 
this  State  Camp  who  are  present  shall  be  ehgible, 
provided  that  this  requirement  shall  not  apply  to 
such  members  who  are  absent  because  of  War  Ser- 
vice in  the  Army  or  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
A  majority  of  all  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
choice.  In  case  there  is  no  election  on  the  second 
ballot  the  State  Camp  shall  continue  to  ballot  until 
there  is  an  election,  always  dropping  the  candidate 
receiving  the  lowest  number  of  votes. 

Sec.  5.— National  Representatives  shall  be  placed 
in  nomination  during  the  first  day's  session  preced- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  National  Camp,  and  elected 
at  the  afternoon  session  of  the  second  day. 

Sec.  6.— No  member  of  the  Order  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  office  of  State  President,  State  Vice  President, 
State  Master  of  Forms,  State  Secretary,  State 
Treasurer,  or  District  President,  unless  he  is  a  Fast 
President  of  a  Subordinate  Camp. 

Sec  7  —All  ballots  shall  contain  in  addition  to  the 
name,*  the  number  and  location  of  the  Camp  of  which 
each  nominee  is  a  member. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1. — The  State  President  shall  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  State  Camp,  preserve  order 
and  exact  a  strict  observance  of  the  Constitution  and 
Laws.  He  shall  appoint  all  Officers  and  all  Commit- 
tees not  otherwise  provided  for;  he  shall  give  the 
casting  vote  in  all  cases  of  tie,  except  at  the  election 
of  Officers.  All  his  decisions  shall  be  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  State  Camp.  He  shall  read  or  deliver 
an  address  immediately  after  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  unless  otherwise  decided  by  a 
majority  of  the  Convention,  setting  forth  the  condi- 
tion and  progress  of  the  Order  in  this  State  during 
the  past  year;  he  shall  approve  all  Local  Laws  of 
Subordinate  Camps,  when  the  same  are  not  inconsist- 
ent with  this  Constitution,  and  the  General  Laws  of 
the  Order,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  this  Constitution,  and  the  Laws  of  this 
State  Camp. 

Sec.  2.— The  State  Vice  President  shall,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  State  President,  preside  over  the  State 
Camp,  put  the  question  in  case  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  State  President,  or  affecting  his  im- 
mediate interest,  and  perform  all  duties  that  may  be 
required  of  him  by  the  Laws  of  this  State  Camp. 

Sec.  3.— The  State  Master  of  Forms  shall  preside 
in  the  absence  of  the  State  President  and  State  Vice 
President.  He  shall  determine  the  correctness  of  all 
forms  of  opening  and  closing.  He  shall  communicate 
the  semi-annual  password  to  all  subordinate  Camps 
entitled  to  receive  the  same,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  Laws  of  this 
State  Camp. 

Sec.  4. — The  State  Secretary  shall  preserve  records 
of  all  proceedings  of  this  State  Camp  in  a  book  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose,  and  transmit  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  the  adjournment  of  this  State  Camp  to 
each  Subordinate  Camp  and  Delegate  a  printed  copy 
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thereof.  He  shall  superintend  the  printing  of  this 
State  Camp;  furnish  each  Subordinate  Camp  with 
blanks  in  duplicate  for  all  reports  required  to  be 
made  to  his  office,  and  a  Treasurer's  bond  whenever 
necessary;  collect  the  reports  sent  by  the  Recording 
Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Camps,  make  a  tabulated 
statement  thereof,  and  send  a  correct  copy  of  the 
same  to  the  Recording  Secretary  of  each  Camp,  pro- 
vided, Camps  have  complied  with  the  requirements 
of  this  instrument.  He  shall  receive  such  salary  for 
his  services  as  may  be  fixed  upon  at  each  annual  ses- 
sion of  the  State  Camp,  which  salary  shall  be  paid 
monthly;  he  shall  receive  all  moneys  due  from  Sub- 
ordinate Camps  and  other  sources,  and  pay  the  same 
over  to  the  State  Treasurer  monthly,  taking  his  re- 
ceipt therefor,  and  attest  all  orders  on  the  Treasurer 
for  moneys  ordered  to  be  paid,  he  shall  give  bond  to 
the  State  Executive  Committee  in  such  sum  and 
with  such  sureties  as  they  shall  approve  of.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  he  shall  make  a  full  report  of  ail 
matters  pertaining  to  his  office  to  this  State  Camp, 
and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  ot 
him  by  the  Laws  of  this  State  Camp. 

Sec.  5.— The  State  Assistant  Secretary  shall  assist 
the  State  Secretary  during  the  sessions  of  this  State 

^^S^'  6  —The  State  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  mon- 
eys from  the  State  Secretary,  disburse  the  same  only 
on  the  order  of  the  State  President,  and  State  Secre- 
tary: make  a  detailed  report  at  each  annual  session; 
preserve  correct  records  of  his  receipts  and  expend- 
itures, with  all  orders  and  necessary  vouchers,  sub- 
iect  the  same  to  audit  at  the  will  of  this  State  Camp, 
and  turn  over  the  funds  and  property  remaining  m 
his  hands  with  the  books  to  his  successor  m  office 
when  qualified.  He  shall  give  bond  to  the  State 
Executive  Committee  in  such  amount  and  with  sucn 
sureties  as  they  shall  approve.  ^  . 

Sec.  7.  The  State  Chaplain  shall  conduct  the  ae- 

votional  * exercises  of  this  State  Camp. 
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Sec.  8.— The  State  Conductor  shall  assist  in  the 
ceremony  of  installation,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  laws  of  this 
State  Camp. 

Sec.  9. — The  State  Inspector  and  State  Guard  shall 
secure  the  State  Camp  from  intrusion,  and  allow 
none  to  enter  unless  provided  with  the  password  or 
on  Order  of  the  State  President.  They  shall  perform 
such  other  duties  as  the  laws  of  this  State  Camp 
shall  prescribe. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

QUORUM. 

Seventy-five  members  of  this  State  Camp  shall 
constitute  a  lawful  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

COMMITTEES. 

Section  1. — The  State  President,  State  Vice  Presi- 
dent, State  Master  of  Forms,  State  Treasurer  and 
State  Secretary  shall  constitute  the  State  Executive 
Committee,  who  shall  have  the  power  to  grant  and 
suspend  Charters  during  the  recess  of  this  State 
Camp. 

Sec.  2. — The  State  Executive  Committee  shall  con- 
stitute the  business  Committee  of  the  Order  during 
the  interval  of  the  State  Camp  Sessions,  and  give 
general  information  concerning  the  Order.  They 
shall  make  contracts  for  all  printing  and  supplies, 
giving  contracts  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  who 
must  be  a  member  of  the  Order.  They  shall  not 
create  an  indebtedness,  nor  issue  a  warrant  against 
any  fund  in  excess  of  the  amount  specified  in  the 
appropriation  made  by  the  State  Camp. 

Sec.  3. — The  State  President  shall  be  chairman  of 
said  Committee,  and  he  shall  call  meetings  as  often 
as  occasion  may  require. 

Sec.  4. — The  State  President  shall  appoint  annual- 
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ly  a  Committee  on  Local  Laws  (the  State  President 
to  be  one),  a  Committee  on  Credentials',  Auditing, 
Resolutions,  Appeals,  Appropriations,  Constitution, 
and  Legislation,  of  three  members,  each,  to  whom  all 
business,  coming  under  their  respective  supervision, 
shall  be  referred  without  debate. 

Sec.  5. — Every  Committee  appointed  under  the 
provision  of  Section  4  of  this  article  shall  make  a 
detailed  report  of  their  work  either  at  the  session  of 
the  State  Camp  at  which  they  were  appointed,  or  at 
the  next  succeeding  annual  session  of  the  State 
Camp.   

ARTICLE  IX. 

PERMISSION. 

Section  1. — The  State  Executive  Committee  may 
grant  special  permission  to  relieve  Camps  from  the 
rigid  construction  of  the  Law  when  in  their  judgment 
the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  the  best  interest  of 
the  Order  demand  it. 

Sec.  2. — No  Camp  or  member  of  the  Order  shall  be 
permitted  to  solicit  financial  aid  in  the  Order  without 
the  consent  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  nor 
shall  the  operation  of  any  law  be  suspended  without 
the  consent  of  said  Committee. 


ARTICLE  X. 

VACANCIES. 

Should  a  vacancy  occur  in  an  elective  office  during 
the  recess  of  this  State  Camp,  the  State  Executive 
Committee  shall,  as  soon  as  notified  thereof,  fill  the 
vacancy  until  next  State  Camp  sessions.  In  case  of 
a  vacancy  in  an  appointive  office,  the  State  President 
shall  fill  the  same,  and  any  member  so  elected  or 
appointed  shall  be  entitled  to  the  full  honors  of  the  H 

term.   

ARTICLE  XI. 

CHARTERS. 

Section  1. — On  the  written  application  of  twenty- 
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five  persons,  possessing  the  necessary  qualifications, 
the  State  Executive  Committee  may  grant  a  charter 
for  a  new  Camp. 

Sec.  2. — All  applications  for  charters  shall  be  made 
through  the  District  President,  upon  whose  recom- 
mendation action  shall  be  taken;  excepting  in  coun- 
ties in  which  there  is  no  District  President,  the  ap- 
plication shall  be  forwarded  direct  to  the  State  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Sec.  3. — The  minimum  fee  of  each  charter  member 
shall  be  three  dollars,  same  to  form  nucleus  for 
Camp  Treasury. 

Sec.  4. — The  fee  for  a  Charter,  (including  all  nec- 
essary supplies  and  equpiment,  with  the  exception 
of^  lantern  and  slides),  shall  be  thirty-five  dollars, 
said  fee  to  accompany  the  application. 

Sec.  5. — The  Charter  fee  for  Camps  reorganizing 
within  six  months  from  date  of  suspension  shall  be 
ten  dollars.  All  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Instituting  Officer  shall  be  paid  by  the  Camp  reor- 
ganized. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

INSTITUTION  OF  NEW  CAMPS. 

Section  1. — The  State  Executive  Committee  shall 
institute,  or  cause  to  be  instituted,  all  new  Camps  in 
counties  in  which  there  are  no  District  Presidents, 
the  expense  incurred  in  said  institution  shall  be 
borne  by  the  State  Camp. 

Sec.  2. — In  Counties  or  Districts  in  which  there  is 
a  District  President,  new  Camps  shall  be  instituted 
by  the  District  President,  and  his  individual  neces- 
sary expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  State  Camp. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

REVENUE. 

Section  1. — The  revenue  of  this  State  Camp  shall 
bt  derived  from  Charter  Fees,  Per  Captia  Tax,  and 
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the  sale  of  Rituals,  Constitutions,  Cards,  Odes  and 
other  authorized  supplies. 

Sec.  2. — Subordinate  Camps  shall  purchase  all  sup- 
plies enumerated  in  Section  1  from  this  State  Camp. 

Sec.  3. — Each  Subordinate  Camp  shall  pay  semi- 
annually into  the  Treasury  of  this  State  Camp  such 
per  capita  tax  for  every  member  on  the  roll  as  this 
State  Camp  may  annually  levy  and  assess;  provided, 
that  the  tax  of  newly  chartered  Camps  shall  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  time  such  Camps  are  in  existence. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

RETURNS. 

Section  1.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Subordin- 
ate Camp  to  send  out  annually,  at  the  close  of  De- 
cember term,  a  report  of  all  work  to  the  Secretary 
of  this  State  Camp;  said  report  shall  include  the 
number  of  propositions,  elections,  rejections  (giving 
the  names),  number  of  members  at  last  annual  re- 
port, initiations,  admitted  by  card,  reinstated,  trans- 
ferred, resigned,  deaths,  name  and  number  of  those 
dropped  from  the  rolls  and  expelled,  stating  cause; 
receipts,  expenditures,  amount  of  benefits  paid, 
amount  in  treasury,  amount  of  per  capita  tax, 
amount  invested,  value  of  Camp  property,  and  num- 
ber of  members  in  good  standing;  and  a  list  of  Offi- 
cers for  the  ensuing  term,  also  a  semi-annual  report 
at  the  close  of  the  June  term,  which  shall  contain  a 
list  of  the  names  of  the  Officers  for  the  ensuing  term, 
the  total  number  of  members,  and  the  amount  of  per 
capita  tax  due  for  semi-annual  term  just  ended. 

Sec.  2.— The  per  capita  tax  must  be  forwarded 
with  said  report.  .     ^         i?  -i  4. 

Sec.  3.— Should  any  Subordinate  Camp  fail  to 
make  a  report  within  twenty  days  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  annual  term,  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
a  copy  of  the  State  Camp  report. 

Sec.  4.— Should  any  Camp  fail  to  forward  its  per 
capita  tax  and  report  within  three  months  after  the 
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expiration  of  the  term,  or  neglect  to  hold  meetings 
for  three  successive  months,  it  shall  be  deemed  guil- 
ty of  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  Order,  and  shall 
forfeit  its  Charter. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS. 

The  State  President  shall  appoint  at  least  one  Dis- 
trict President  for  each  county  containing  one  or 
more  camps,  who  shall  be  liable  to  removal  by  the 
State  President  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other  good 
cause.  Previous  to  his  appointment,  he  shall  file 
with  the  State  Secretary,  a  certificate  of  good  stand- 
ing in  his  camp.  A  fee  of  not  less  than  three  dollars, 
together  with  traveling  expenses  shall  be  paid  the 
District  President  for  each  regular  installation  by 
the  local  camps  in  his  district. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

DUTIES  OF  DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS. 

Section  1. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District 
President  to  visit  all  Camps  within  his  jurisdiction 
annually,  at  the  expense  of  the  Camps  visited,  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  their  books,  workings,  etc., 
and  give  such  information  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Camps  visited. 

Sec.  2. — He  shall  at  all  times  decide  questions  of 
order  and  Constitutional  law'  referred  to  him  in 
wT-iting  such  decisions  to  remain  binding  unless  re- 
versed by  the  State  Executive  Committee,  to  whom 
all  decisions  must  be  presented  immediately,  which 
action  shall  be  final  upon  all  parties,  unless  a  Camp 
or  a  member  feeling  aggrieved,  shall  within  thirty 
days  file  with  said  committee  a  notice  of  appeal  to 
the  State  Camp.  All  the  papers  in  such  case  shall 
be  laid  before  the  next  State  Camp  for  final  action. 
In  case  of  doubt  on  questions  of  law  and  order,  the 
State  President  shall  be  his  advisor. 
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Sec.  3. — He  shall  install,  or  deputize  a  Past  Presi- 
dent to  install,  all  officers  of  Subordinate  Camps 
within  his  jurisdiction,  but  before  proceeding  with 
such  installation  he  shall  see  that  the  annual  and 
semi-annual  reports  are  properly  made  out  and  per 
capita  tax  paid.  He  shall  correct  all  illegalities  or 
irregularities  in  Camp,  and  in  case  of  any  violation 
of  the  laws  or  refusal  to  submit  to  his  authority,  he 
shall  notify  the  State  Executive  Committee.  He 
shall  keep  a  record  of  his  proceedings  and  annually 
report  the  condition  of  the  Camps  of  his  District. 

Sec.  4. — He  shall,  in  case  of  the  annulling  of  the 
Charter  of  a  Subordinate  Camp  within  his  jurisdic- 
tion, collect  all  Books  of  Forms,  Seal  and  Charter, 
all  property  and  effects  of  said  Camp,  and  forward 
the  same  to  State  Camp  headquarters. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

PROPERTY  OF  SUBORDINATE  CAMPS. 

Section  1. — In  case  of  the  surrender  or  forfeiture 
of  the  charter  of  a  Subordinate  Camp,  the  members 
thereof  shall  surrender  to  the  District  President  all 
books,  papers,  property  and  effects  of  every  descrip- 
tion, which  said  Camp  may  own  or  possess,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Executive  Committee 
to  assign  the  number  of  the  defunct  Camp  to  the 
next  Camp  chartered. 

gee.  2. — In  case  of  refusal  on  the  part  of  an  Offi- 
cer or  member  to  deliver  any  of  said  property  to  the 
proper  Officer,  he  shall  be  declared  expelled  by  the 
State  Executive  Committee,  and  shall  forever  be  in- 
eligible to  membership  in  the  Order.  The  District 
President  shall  proceed  against  him  in  law,  if  neces- 
sary as  per  act  of  incorporation  of  State  Camp. 

Sec.  3.— The  State  Executive  Committee  shall  on 
receipt  of  property  of  a  defunct  Camp,  use  the  same 
in  liquidation  of  the  liabilities  of  said  Camp,  so  far 
as  may  be  necessary. 
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ARTICLE  XVIII. 

MEMBEHS  AT  LARGE. 

Section  1.— A  member  whose  Camp  has  become  de- 
funct and  who  cannot  regain  membership  on  account 
of  advanced  asre  other  than  a  non-beneficial  member 
of  a  Camp,  and  who  has  held  membership  in  the  Or- 
der for  ten  years  or  over,  may  make  application  to 
the  State  Executive  Committee  vrithin  two  (2) 
months  from  date  of  the  surrender  of  the  Charter 
of  his  Camp,  for  membership  at  large,  wherem  the 
State  President  shall  direct  the  Camp  nearest  to  his 
locality  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  investi- 
gate the  character  and  standing  of  the  applicant. 

Sec.  2. — If  said  committee  report  favorable,  the 
Camp  shall  immediately  notify  the  State  President 
of  the  same,  who  shall  proclaim  such  applicant  re- 
instated and  assign  him  to  the  Camp  most  conven- 
ient as  a  member  at  large. 

Sec.  3.— A  member  at  large  shall  pay  into  the 
Camp  to  which  he  has  been  assigned,  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen cents  per  week  as  weekly  dues,  for  16  cents  if 
said  defunct  Camp  was  a  member  of  the  Home  Cor- 
poration, one  cent  of  which  shall  be  applied  as  vreek- 
ly  dues  to  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  Home,  to  make  him 
eligible  for  admission.)  which  shall  be  forvrarded  to 
the  State  Secretary  on  the  first  meeting  in  January, 
April,  July  and  October  of  each  year,  to  be  placed 
in  a  separate  fund  and  from  which  the  per  capita 
tax  of  the  brother  shall  be  paid  at  the  end  of  each 
term  of  June  and  December. 

Sec.  4. — An  assigned  member  vrho  is  not  over  13 
weeks  in  arrears  for  weekly  dues,  if  sick  or  disabled 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  as  benefits  the  sum  of 
four  (4)  dollars  per  week,  but  shall  not  receive  more 
than  13  weeks'  benefits  in  any  one  year.  Upon  the 
death  of  an  assigned  member  who  is  at  the  time  of 
his  death  entitled  to  receive  benefits  as  set  forth  in 
this  section,  the  sum  of  fifty  (50)  dollars  shall  be 
paid  to  assist  in  defraying  the  funeral  expenses. 
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Such  sums  to  be  paid  to  the  Camp  to  which  he  has 
been  assigned,  provided,  however,  that  when  a  claim 
shall  be  made  against  said  special  fund  and  said  fund 
shall  not  then  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  claim  in  full, 
then  in  all  such  cases  so  much  of  said  claim  shall  be 
immediately  paid  as  the  said  fund  will  then  warrant 
and  the  balance  thereof  shall  be  paid  whenever  the 
said  funds  are  sufficient  to  pay  the  same. 

Sec.  5. — The  Camp  shall  be  reimbursed  for  all 
moneys  paid  such  an  assigned  member  for  sick  or 
funeral  expenses  from  the  special  fund  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  Treasurer  upon  proper  certificate  signed 
by  the  President  and  Secretary  under  seal  of  the 
Camp  and  duly  certified  to. 

Sec.  6. — Members  at  large  shall  have  no  vote  in 
the  Camp  to  which  they  have  been  assigned. 

Sec.  7. — All  moneys  derived  from  defunct  Camps 
by  the  State  Executive  Committee  from  whatsoever 
source  shall  be  placed  into  this  special  fund  after  all 
expenses  are  deducted  incident  to  the  settling  of  the 
debts  of  the  defunct  Camp. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

DECORUM. 

Section  1. — Any  Officer  of  this  State  Camp  may  be 
removed  from  office  for  misconduct  or  neglect  of 
duty,  but  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial.  The  form  of  said  trial  shall  be  determined  by 
the  State  Camp. 

Sec.  2. — An  Officer  or  Delegate  may  be  expelled  for 
any  breach  of  public  peace,  either  in  or  out  of  Camp, 
but  shall  be  entitled  to  a  trial. 

Sec.  3. — Any  candidate  for  office  in  this  State 
Camp,  who  shall  post,  or  cause  to  be  posted,  any 
placard,  banner  or  ^  transparency,  announcing  his 
candidacy  for  office,  in  any  hotel,  or  business  place, 
or  any  place  that  is  open  to  the  public,  shall  be 
disqualified  as  a  candidate  for  such  office.  This, 
however,  shall  not  apply  to  the  use  of  small  cam- 
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paign  cards  not  exceeding  three  by  five  inches  m 
size  for  distribution  among  the  delegates. 

Sec.  4.— Any  candidate  for  office  m  this  btate 
Camp  who  shall  circulate  any  letter  or  paper  at- 
tacking the  integrity  or  character  of  any  ofecer  or 
candidate  for  office,  or  any  members,  shall  be  dis- 
qualified as  a  candidate  for  such  office. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

SEAL. 

Section  1.— The  State  Camp  Seal  shall  be  afiixed 
to  all  official  documents.  „  ^i.  . 

Sec.  2.— District  Presidents  shall  attest  all  their 
official  documents  with  printed  seals  similar  in  de- 
sign to  the  State  Camp  Seal,  which  shall  be  furnish- 
ed by  the  State  Camp. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

LAWS  AND  RULES  OF  ORDER. 

Section  1.— This  State  Camp  shall  make  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Constitution,  and  also  to  regulate  the 
proceedings  of  its  Officers  and  Committees;  pro- 
vided, the  same  do  not  conflict  with  this  instrument. 

Sec.  2.— It  shall  make  such  Rules  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  regulation  of  its  session,  for  securing 
good  order  and  for  the  dispatch  of  business. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

LOCAL  LAWS. 

Each  Camp  shall  have  the  power  to  make  Local 
Laws  not  inconsistent  with  any  general  laws;  but 
such  Local  Laws  shall  not  go  into  effect  until  they 
have  been  examined  and  approved  by  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  on  Local  Laws,  and  by  them  attested 
with  the  Seal  of  the  State  Camp  affixed.  These  laws 
shall  be  submitted  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  Committee  on  Laws,  for  filing  at  State 
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Camp  headquartrs,  and  the  other  to  be  returned  to 
the  Camp. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1. — This  State  Camp  Constitution  shall  not 
be  altered,  amended,  suspended,  or  annulled,  except 
as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2. — To  alter,  amend,  suspend  or  annul  this 
State  Camp  Constitution  the  proposed  alteration  or 
amendment  shall  be  presenetd  in  writing  at  an  an- 
nual session  of  this  State  Camp,  and  lie  over  for  one 
year.  The  proposition  shall  set  forth:  First:  The 
entire  article  or  section  proposed  to  be  altered  or 
amended;  second:  The  change  proposed;  and  third: 
The  article  or  section  as  it  will  appear  when  so 
altered  or  amended. 

Sec.  3. — Copies  of  proposed  alterations  or  amend- 
ments shall  be  forwarded  by  the  State  Secretary  to 
every  Camp,  and  if  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  members  present,  at  the  next  Annual  Sessions 
of  this  State  Camp,  it  shall  go  into  effect;  provided, 
however,  that  it  shall  first  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  National  Executive  Committee. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 

NATIONAL  DELEGATES— INSTRUCTIONS. 

Any  representative  to  the  National  Camp,  whether 
elected  or  appointed,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  in- 
struction of  the  State  Camp  in  matters  of  legislation, 
shall  be  disqualified  from  being  a  representative  to 
the  National  Camp  and  from  holding  any  office  in  the 
State  Camp. 


CONSTITUTION 

For  the  Government  of 

SUBORDINATE  CAMPS 

Working  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  CAMP 

REVISED  AUGUST,  1913. 


ARTICLE  I. 

NAME  AND  TITLE. 

Each  Camp  shall  be  known  as  Washington  Camp 
No  ,  Pa..  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America. 


ARTICLE  II. 

DISSOLUTION. 

No  Camp  shall  voluntarily  surrender  its  Charter, 
nor  dissolve  as  long  as  seven  members  in  good 
standing  object  thereto. 


ARTICLE  III. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  1. — The  stated  meetings  of  Camps  shall  be 
held  weekly,  at  such  hours  as  the  Local  Laws  shall 
specify;  provided,  that  Camps  showing  sufficient 
cause  may  receive  permission  from  the  State  Execu^ 
tive  Committee  to  meet  monthly  or  semi-monthly. 

Sec.  2. — Adjourned  meetings  may  be  held  when- 
ever necessary,  by  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present. 

Sec.  3. — Special  meetings  may  be  called  on  the  re- 
quisition of  seven  members  in  good  standing,  but  only 
such  business  as  stated  in  the  call  shall  be  trans- 
acted. 

(Si) 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

DUES. 

The  dues  for  members  in  this  State  shall  not  be 
less  than  six  cents  per  week. 


ARTICLE  V. 

BENEFITS. 

Note:  These  laws  are  null  and  void  wherein  they 
conflict  with  Article  24  of  the  General  Laws. 

Section  1. — Every  member  of  the  Camp  in  good 
standing,  who  has  been  a  member  for  a  period  of  at 
least  one  year  (excepting  card  members),  and  who 
through  sicknes  or  other  disability,  is  unable  to  fol- 
low some  regular  occupation,  shall  be  entitled  to 
such  benefits  as  the  Local  Laws  specify,  which  shall 
be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  Camp;  provided,  that 
said  member  is  not  indebted  to  the  Camp  for  over 
thirteen  weeks'  dues,  and  that  his  sickness  or  disabil- 
ity has  not  originated  from  intemperance,  vicious  or 
immoral  conduct.  Any  member  who  shall  be  taken 
sick,  or  be  disabled  while  in  arrears  for  more  than 
three  months'  dues,  cannot,  by  payment  of  said  ar- 
rearages, become  beneficial  during  said  sickness,  or 
disability,  nor  shall  be  entitled  to  benefits  at  any 
time  for  any  known  infirmity  which  may  have  exist- 
ed previous  to  his  admission  into  the  Camp. 

Sec.  2. — Any  member  allowing  himself  to  become 
thirteen  weeks  in  arrears  for  weekly  dues,  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  receive  sick  or  (local)  funeral  benefits 
from  the  Camp  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  after  pay- 
ment of  all  arrearages,  if  he  neglects  paying  for 
seventeen  weeks  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive 
benefits  for  two  months  after  payment;  if  twenty-six 
weeks  or  over,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive 
benefits  for  four  months,  and  if  thirty-nine  weeks  or 
over,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  benefits  for 
a  period  of  six  months  after  paying  of  all  arrear- 
ages. 
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Sec.  3.— In  case  of  the  death  of  a  member,  qualified 
as  per  Sections  1  and  2  of  this  Article,  such  funeral 
benefits  shall  be  paid  as  the  Local  Laws  prescribe. 
Should  the  deceased  leave  no  near  relative,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Camp  to  receive  the 
funeral  benefit  and  attend  to  his  proper  interment. 

Sec.  4.— In  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  metnber 
whose  name  is  on  the  roll  of  the  Funeral  Benefit  As- 
sociation, his  beneficiary  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
amount  received  by  the  Camp  from  the  Funeral  Ben- 
efit Association,  less  such  amount  as  the  deceased 
may  have  been  indebted  to  the  Camp  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  irrespective  of  his  standing  on  the  books 
of  the  Financial  Secretary  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Sec.  5.— In  the  event  of  the  death  of  the  wife  of  a 
member  qualified  as  per  Sections  1  and  2  of  this 
Article,  a  funeral  benefit  of  such  sum  as  the  Local 
Laws  may  specify  shall  be  paid  the  brother  to  aid  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  burial. 

Sec.  6. — No  member  shall  be  allowed  benefits  for 
a  fractional  part  of  a  week. 

Sec.  7. — Should  the  Camp  have  reason  to  believe 
that  any  member  applying  for  benefits  is  not  so  sick, 
or  disabled,  as  to  render  him  unable  to  pursue  some 
regular  occupation,  the  matter  shall  be  referred  to  a 
Physician,  to  be  selected  by  the  Camp,  whose  opinion, 
rendered  under  oath,  shall  be  for  the  information  of 
the  Camp  in  deciding  the  case. 

Sec.  8. — Any  member  residing  more  than  three 
miles  from  the  Camp  room  (excepting  in  large  cit- 
ies), who  desires  to  avail  himself  of  benefits  in  case 
of  sickness,  or  disability,  shall  transmit  to  the  Camp 
a  sworn  certificate  of  his  Physician,  stating  the  time 
and  nature  of  the  sickness,  or  disability,  and,  if  sat- 
isfactory, the  Camp  shall  forward  the  amount  pro- 
vided by  the  Local  Laws. 

Sec.  9. — Any  Camp  may,  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths 
of  the  members  present,  and  the  approval  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee  (set  aside  or  alter  the 
beneficial  law.) 
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Sec.  10. — Each  Camp  shall  by  its  Local  Laws  spec- 
ify the  amount  of  the  benefits  to  be  paid  in  all  cases. 

Sec.  11. — Any  Camp  prescribing  in  its  Local  Laws 
the  payment  of  sick  benefits  for  only  a  limited  time 
for  each  case  of  sickness,  or  disability,  shall  make 
provision  that  such  member  be  kept  in  good  standing 
at  the  expense  of  the  Camp  during  the  remaining 
period  of  said  sickness,  or  disability. 


ARTICLE  VL 

COMMITTEES. 

Section  1. — The  President,  Vice-President  and 
Master  of  Forms  shall  constitute  the  Relief  Commit- 
tee, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  all  sick  members 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  being  notified,  and  to 
continue  their  visits  once  a  week  or  oftener.  Provid- 
ed, however,  that  when  a  member  who  is  on  the  sick 
list  is  able  to  do  so,  he  shall  report  in  person,  either 
to  the  Camp  in  regular  session  or  to  a  member  of  the 
Relief  Committee.  They  shall  see  that  the  sick  mem- 
bers receive  proper  attention,  and  if  watchers  are  re- 
quired, they  shall  detail  two  members  for  each  night, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  roll,  provided, 
said  sick  member  resides  within  three  miles  of  the 
Camp  (except  in  large  cities)  and  that  their  disease 
is  not  of  a  contagious  nature.  The  Relief  Commit- 
tee shall  also  bestow  the  same  attention  upon  the 
sick  or  disabled  members  of  the  order,  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  within  the  same  limits;  provided  such  mem- 
bers are  more  than  three  miles  from  their  own 
Camps.  Camps  having  a  membership  of  two  hun- 
dred or  more  members  shall  be  entitled  to  an  addi- 
tional Relief  Committee  to  act  under  the  direction  of 
the  President. 

Sec.  2. — On  the  last  meeting  night  in  June  and 
December,  the  President  shall  appoint  an  Auditing 
Committee,  consisting  of  three  members,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  examine  the  reports,  books  and  all  the 
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papers  of  the  Financial  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  for 
the  semi-annual  term  ending  June  30,  and  December 
31,  and  report  no  later  than  the  second  meeting  in 
the  new  term. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

PASSWORDS. 

The  Master  of  Forms  shall  communicate  the  semi- 
annual password  to  a  traveling  member  when  re- 
quested in  writing  over  the  seal  of  the  Camp  to 
which  the  member  belongs. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

FINES. 

Fines  of  moderate  amounts  may  be  imposed  upon 
members  for  offenses  against  order  in  meeting  or 
for  neglect  of  official  duty. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

RIGHT  TO  MAKE  REGULATIONS. 

Any  Camp  of  the  Order  may  make  regulations  for 
its  irnmediate  government,  without  appeal  to  higher 
authoritv;  provided,  such  regulations  do  not  contra- 
vene the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or  any 
of  the  regularly  enacted  laws  of  the  Order. 


ARTICLE  X. 

STATUS   OF  MEMBERS. 

Members  becoming  a  year's  dues  in  arrears  may 
be  continued  on  the  rolls  when  desired  by  Camps,  and 
at  any  time  thereafter  they  may  become  active  by 
the  payment  of  one  year's  arrearages  (dues,  fines 
and  assessments);  provided,  their  physical  condition 
and  standing  in  the  community  are  such  that  they 
could  be  admitted  as  new  members. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

RIGHT  TO  ALTER  OR  AMEND  THE  CONSTITUTION 

The  state  Camp  shall  have  the  power  to  alter  or 
amend  this  Constitution;  provided,  that  such  alter- 
ation or  amendment  shall  be  presented  at  an  annual 
session  of  the  State  Camp  and  lie  over  one  year. 
Copies  of  the  proposed  alteration  or  amendment 
shall  be  forwarded  by  the  State  Secretary  to  every 
Camp  for  examination,  and  at  the  next  annual  ses- 
sions of  the  State  Camp,  two  thirds  of  the  members 
present  voting  in  favor  therof,  it  shall  be  declared 
in  force. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

BONDING  OF  OFFICERS. 

All  Financial  Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  the 
Subordinate  Camps  of  this  jurisdiction  must  be  bond- 
ed in  some  reliable  bonding  company,  or  banking  in- 
stitution transacting  business  within  this  Common- 
wealth. 


DIGEST  AND  DECISIONS 

ISSUED  BY  THE 

Pennsylvania  State  Camp 
p.  o.  S.  of  A. 

GENERAL  CONSENT. 

For  the  expedition  of  business  in  the  State  Camp 
and  Subordinate  Camps  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons 
of  America,  the  routine  business  of  the  sessions  and 
meetings  should  be  passed  or  attempted  to  be  passed 
by  "general  consent." 

"ROUTINE  BUSINESS." 

Is  that  which  is  expected  to  come  before  the  ses- 
sions and  meetings  at  every  meetmg;  such  as  the 
approval  or  adoption  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meet- 
ing, the  receipt  of  reports  of  committees  of  investi- 
gation on  candidates;  closing  of  nominations  for  the 
evening;  suspending  the  regular  order  of  business 
to  take  up  another  order,  for  good  cause  shown  by 
the  mover;  resuming  the  regular  order  of  business 
and  adjournment. 

HOW  OBTAINED. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  the  President 
will  say,  "Brethren,  you  have  heard  the  minutes  of 
our  last  stated  (or  special)  meeting  read,  if  there  be 
no  objections,  they  will  be  approved  as  read  ;  if  no 
one  rises  to  speak,  he  will  say,  "There  appears  (rais- 
ing his  gavel  at  the  time)  to  be  no  objection,  the 
minutes  are  approved  as  read"  (sounding  his  gavel 
at  the  last  word).  And  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the 
minutes  are  adopted;  or  any  other  business  passed 
in  this  way,  as  though  the  votes  were  unanimously 
recorded  in  the  affirmative,  and  can  only  be  brought 
before  the  Camp  again  by  a  reconsideration  moved 
by  any  brother  who  was  present  at  the  time  the  gen- 
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eral  consent  was  given.  Should  any  brother  object, 
the  question  is  put  to  a  vote,  when  the  Camp  is 
ready. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Should  be  decided  without  debate,  other  than  the 
remarks  the  mover  may  make  in  stating  his  reasons 
for  wanting  a  reconsideration;  but  inasumch  as  his 
reasons  are  not  a  question  before  the  Camp,  they  are 
not  debatable;  the  only  question  before  the  Camp  be- 
ing the  reconsideration  of  some  previous  action, 
there  is  great  probability  of  the  debate  running  into 
the  merits  of  the  previous  action,  in  fact,  it  is  almost 
unavoidable.  If  the  motion  prevails,  the  subject  of 
the  previous  action  is  susceptible  of  debate,  amend- 
ment, postponement,  or  any  other  disposal,  as  though 
it  had  never  been  brought  to  a  vote.  In  all  cases  the 
motion  to  reconsider  must  be  m.ade  by  a  brother  who 
voted  with  the  majority;  or,  in  the  case  of  equal 
division,  by  one  who  voted  in  the  negative. 

In  the  State  Camp,  the  motion  to  reconsider  should 
be  limited  to  the  annual  Convention  at  which  the 
subject  is  adopted  or  decided. 

In  Subordinate  Camps,  to  the  first  and  second 
meetings  after  the  decision. 

When  any  question  is  reconsidered,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  note  upon  the  margin  of  the  min- 
utes of  the  previous  action,  that  it  was  reconsidered 
and  amended,  (postponed  or  negatived,  as  the  case 
may  be),  on  such  time. 

PRIVILEGED  QUESTIONS. 

When  any  question  is  regularly  before  the  Camp, 
it  cannot  be  interrupted,  except  by  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ, for  the  previous  question,  for  postponement, 
commitment,  or  amendment. 

If  a  motion  "for  postponement  for  the  present" 
has  prevailed,  commitment  is  precluded  until  regu- 
larly brought  before  the  State  Camp  at  the  next  or 
some  subsequent  session  of  the  Convention,  or  the 
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Subordinate  Camp  at  the  next  or  some  subsequent 
stated  meeting. 

If  a  motion  for  "postponement  to  a  certain  time ' 
has  prevailed,  commitment  is  precluded  until  that 
time  has  intervened. 

A  motion  for  commitment  having  been  carried, 
amendments  are  precluded,  or  a  decision  on  the  orig- 
inal resolution,  until  the  committee  reports. 

OF  ADJOURNMENT— (MATHiAS). 

A  motion  to  adjourn  is  not  in  order: 

1st.    When  a  brother  is  speaking. 

2nd.    When  a  vote  is  being  taken  on  any  question. 

3rd.  A  motion  to  adjourn  being  negative,  cannot 
be  renewed  until  some  other  proposition  is  made, 
or  other  business  transacted. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  is  not  debatable. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  to  a  day  certain  is  debatable 
and  may  be  amended  as  regards  the  day  named. 

Should  a  motion  to  adjourn  be  made  and  carried 
during  the  consideration  of  a  resolution  or  proposi- 
tion, and  before  a  vote  is  taken,  the  subject  comes  up 
at  the  next  session  or  meeting,  under  the  head  of  un- 
finished business;  except  in  the  State  Camp  it  may 
be  taken  up  by  general  consent  or  motion,  immedi- 
ately after  reading  of  the  minutes. 

When  a  motion  to  adjourn  has  been  negatived 
after  the  regular  order  of  business  has  been  complet- 
ed, and  there  being  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
brethren  to  introduce  any  business,  the  President 
may  proceed  to  close  the  Camp  in  due  form.  If  there 
by  any  objections  prompted  by  mischievousness,  he 
shall  close  the  Camp  in  disorder,  and  direct  the  Re- 
cording Secretary  to  so  note  it  in  the  minutes. 

OF  THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTIONS. 

Whenever  it  may^  be  supposed  that  debate  has 
continued  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  any  brother 
may  move  for  the  previous  question,  which,  being 
seconded  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  in- 
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eluding  the  mover,  all  further  amendments  and  all 
discussions  are  precluded  at  once. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  can  be  decided 
in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

Brother  Williams,  having  the  floor,  says,  "Brother 
President,  I  move  the  previous  question,  and  call 
for  a  count  of  the  seconders,  and  if  a  sufficient  num- 
ber appear,  a  record  of  the  same."  When  this  mo- 
tion is  made  all  in  favor  will  rise  and  stand  until 
counted  by  the  State  Conductor,  in  the  State  Camp; 
or  by  the  Conductor,  in  a  Subordinate  Camp. 

If  a  majority  agree,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  on  the 
"amendment  to  the  amendment"  (if  such  is  pend- 
ing); if  carried,  then  on  the  "amendment,  as  amend- 
ed"; if  that  is  carried,  then  on  the  "resolution  as 
amended";  or,  in  case  the  amendment  fails,  the  orig- 
inal resolution  will  be  before  the  Camp. 

After  the  previous  question  has  been  called,  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  is  not  in  order  until  the  question  is 
finally  disposed  of. 

OF  POSTPONEMENT. 

Motions  to  postpone  are  of  three  kinds.  A  motion 
"to  postpone  for  the  present,"  which  is  synonymous 
to  one  to  "lie  on  the  table";  a  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely — both  of  which  are  not  debatable;  a  mo- 
tion to  postpone  to  a  day  certain — ^which  may  be 
amended  and  is  debatable  as  regards  the  day  to  be 
fixed. 

A  question  postponed  for  the  present,  or  laid  on 
the  table,  may  be  taken  up  for  consideration  at  the 
next  or  some  subsequent  session  of  the  State  Camp, 
or  stated  meeting  of  a  Subordinate  Camp,  but  not 
the  one  at  which  it  was  postponed. 

A  question  postponed  indefinitely  should  be  con- 
sidered as  defeated,  and  not  to  appear  in  the  same 
shape  at  that  Convention  of  the  State  Camp,  nor 
for  three  stated  meetings  of  a  Subordinate  Camp. 

Any  of  the  postponement  motions  being  negatived 
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— the  debate  or  consideration  proceeds  as  though  no 
motion  had  been  made. 

OF  COMMITMENT. 
A  question  may,  by  motion,  be  referred  to  a  spec- 
ial or  standing  committee,  or,  having  been  before  a 
committee,  may  be  recommitted,  which  motion  may 
be  amended  by  giving  instructions  to  the^  committee 
to  prepare  an  amendment,  covering  certain  grounds, 
or  to  report  at  a  certain  time,  etc. 

OF  AMENDMENTS. 

No  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  different 
from  that  under  consideration,  shall  be  admitted 
under  color  of  an  amendment. 

When  it  is  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  cer- 
tain words  and  inserting  others,  the  manner  of 
stating  the  question  should  be,  first,  to  read  the 
whole  passage  to  be  amended,  as  it  stands  before 
the  Camp,  then  the  words  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out,  next  those  to  be  inserted,  and  lastly,  the  whole 
passage  as  it  would  read,  if  amended  as  proposed. 

When  a  resolution  is  pending,  it  is  in  order  to 
move  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  Resolved,  and 
insert  a  phraseology  entirely  different — or,  to  offer 
a  substitute;  provided  the  matter  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted, or  the  substitute,  relates  to  the  same  subject 
previously  proposed. 

When  a  resolution  or  motion  has  been  once  amend- 
ed, the  mover  of  the  original  resolution  loses  all 
authority  over  it — it  being  then  the  entire  property 
of  the  Camp. 

An  amendment  to  an  amendment  may  be  moved, 
but  no  motion  to  further  amend  is  in  order  until  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  has  been  withdrawn 
or  finally  disposed  of  by  a  vote. 

An  amendment  to  strike  out  or  to  insert,  or  to 
strike  out  and  insert  certain  words,  being  negatived, 
cannot  be  renewed  in  the  same  form. 

If  an  amendment  be  proposed  and  agreed  to — to 
strike  out  certain  words,  or  to  insert  certain  words, 
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it  cannot  be  afterwards  moved  to  insert  or  to  strike 
out  the  same  words;  but  it  may  be  moved  to  strike 
out  or  insert  the  same  words  in  connection  with 
others;  provided  the  proposed  striking  out  or  in- 
sertion makes  a  new  proposition. — Mathias. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  A  MOTION. 

A  motion  or  resolution  previous  to  amendment, 
may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover,  by  general  con- 
sent— if  an  objection  appears,  the  President  shall 
immediately  state  that  the  question  before  the  Camp 

is,  "Shall  Brother  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 

motion  (or  resolution)  ?  As  many  as  are  in  favor 
of  it  will  say  Aye,  contrary.  No." 

DIVIDING  A  QUESTION. 

Any  question  which  is  susceptible  of  a  division 
into  two  or  more  separate  questions,  may  be  divid- 
ed, on  a  motion  being  duly  made  and  carried  for 
that  purpose. 

VOTING. 

On  the  call  of  three  brothers  the  yeas  and  nays 
shall  be  taken  and  recorded. 

In  order  that  all  errors  may  be  obviated,  the 
President,  in  putting  the  question  on  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  shall  say,  "As  many  as  are  in 
favor  of  *  *  *  *  will,  when  their  names  are  called, 
answer  Yes,  and  as  many  as  are  of  the  different 
opinion,  will,  when  their  names  are  called,  answer 
No" — when  every  brother  present  shall  be  required 
to  vote,  unless  excused  for  good  cause,  of  which, 
the  Camp,  by  a  majority,  shall  be  the  judge. 

Being  interested  personally  in  the  question  pend- 
ing, should  always  be  considered  a  good  reason  for 
declining  to  vote. 

OF  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WHOLE. 

When  a  motion  has  been  passed  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Camp,  on  a  certain  subject,  or 
a  number  of  subjects,  or  for  the  consideration  of 
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the  general  good  of  the  Order,  the  President  shall 
vacate  and  call  a  brother  to  be  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee;  should  the  brother  decline,  any  brother  may 
move  to  call  some  other  brother  to  the  chair,  the 
mover  putting  the  question  from  the  floor,  and  stat- 
ing the  decision  of  the  committee  on  the  question. 

On  all  questions  before  the  committee  no  brother 
shall  be  limited  in  his  remarks  as  to  length,  or 
number  of  times  he  may  speak,  nor  can  the  previous 
question  be  called. 

Brethren,  however,  must  respect  the  rights  of 
each  other,  and  not  be  permitted  to  speak  the  sec- 
ond time,  until  all  others  who  desire  to  speak  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

The  quorum  of  the  Camp  shall  be  the  quorum  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole. 

A  committee  of  the  whole  cannot  adjourn  to  some 
other  time  or  place,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  referred  to  them; 
but,  if  the  business  is  unfinished  at  or  near  the 
time  of  the  close  of  the  Camp — the  proper  procedure 
is,  to  move  that  the  committee  rise,  report  progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

If  this  motion  prevails,  the  chairman  rises,  the 
President  resumes  the  chair,  and  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  reports  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  have,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  such  a  matter,  and  have  made  some 
progress  therein,  but,  not  having  had  time  to  go 
through  with  the  same,  have  directed  him  to  ask 
leave  for  the  committee  to  sit  again. 

The  President  thereupon  puts  the  question  on  giv- 
ing the  committee  leave  to  sit  again,  and  also  on 
the  time  when  the  Camp  will  again  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee. 

If  leave  to  sit  again  is  not  granted,  the  committee 
is  of  course  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  for  the  present. 

A  committee  of  the  whole  has  no  authority  to 
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punish  a  breach  of  order,  whether  of  a  member,  or 
a  visitor ;  but  can  rise  and  report  the  matter  to  the 
Camp,  when  it  may  proceed  to  punish  the  offender. 

Disorderly  words  must  be  written  _own,  in  the 
committee,  and  reported  to  the  Camp  for  its  con- 
sideration. 

When  the  committee  has  completed  the  duty  as- 
signed it,  the  minutes  of  the  committee  are  read, 
and  a  member  moves  that  the  committee  rise,  and 
that  the  chairman  (or  some  other  member)  report 
their  proceedings  to  the  Camp;  which,  being  resolv- 
ed, the  chairman  rises  and  resumes  his  original 
seat,  and  the  President  resumes  the  chair  of  the 
Camp,  and  the  chairman  informs  him  that  the  com- 
mittee has  gone  through  with  the  business  referred 
to  it,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  make  his  report  when 
the  Camp  shall  think  proper  to  receive  it.  At  the 
time  agreed  upon,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
makes  a  report  in  full  of  the  transactions  of  the 
committee,  together  with  all  amendments  that  may 
have  been  adopted,  in  the  committee;  after  which, 
the  question  recurs  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole. 

OF  THE  PRESIDENT— (MATHIAS). 

The  office  of  President  is  one  of  much  responsibil- 
ity. No  one  deficient  in  the  qualifications  of  in- 
dustry, application  and  energy  should  accept  it. 

The  President  is  the  master  moving  spirit,  and  by 
his  zeal  and  efforts,  may  give  animation  and  vigor 
to  the  Camp,  or  by  his  supineness  and  neglect, 
thwart  the  most  active  exertions  of  his  associates. 

His  duties  are  of  high  importance,  and  should  be 
well  understood,  and  properly  and  cheerfully  dis- 
charged. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  laid  down  in  Book  of 
Forms,  the  President,  though  not  expected  to  serve 
on  committees,  should  not  consider  himself  exoner- 
ated from  seeing  that  all  the  committees  are  at- 
tending to  their  duties. 
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By  virtue  of  his  office  he  is  a  member  of  every 
committee  he  may  see  proper  to  meet  with,  taking 
part  in  their  deliberations;  although  not  entitled  to 
a  vote  in  the  committee;  he  should  give  them  the 
benefit  of  his  counsel,  and  urge  them  to  action. 

He  should  see  that  all  the  officers  attend  to  their 
respective  duties;  that  financial  and  other  reports 
are  ready  to  be  presented  at  the  proper  time,  and 
that  the  Cgnstitution  and  By-Laws  are  properly  en- 
forced, and  not  allowed  to  remain  a  dead  letter. 

He  should  carefully  watch  the  state  of  the  fi- 
nances, see  that  proper  efforts  are  made  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenues  of  the  Camp,  and  caution  the 
members,  when  necessary,  against  imprudence  or 
extravagance  in  expenditures. 

In  Camp  he  should  take  the  chair  punctually  at 
the  proper  time;  announce  all  business;  receive  and 
submit  all  proper  motions;  reports  and  communica- 
tions; put  the  question  as  soon  as  the  Camp  is 
ready;  enforce  order  and  decorum  in  debate;  decide 
promptly  all  questions  of  order;  decide  without  hesi- 
tation who  is  to  speak  when  two  or  more  brethren 
rise  at  the  same  time;  and  be  careful  to  see  that  all 
business  is  brought  up  in  its  proper  order. 

He  should  familiarize  himself  with  decisions  an 
points  of  order,  so  as  to  be  able  to  meet  every  case 
likely  to  arise,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  con- 
fessing ignorance,  by  referring  the  question  to  the 
Camp  for  decision. 

The  influence  of  a  President  is  soon  weakened  if 
he  displays  embarassment  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

Especially  should  the  President  carefully  watch 
the  brethren  in  debate. 

It  is  his  duty  to  hear  every  word  that  is  spoken, 
and  every  speaker  should  have  his  undivided  atten- 
tion. 

At  the  first  word  of  personality  or  impropriety,  he 
should  promptly  interfere,  and  call  the  brother  to 
order. 
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If  brethren  were  permitted  to  go  to  any  length  in 
personalities,  the  one  assailed  will  naturally  claim 
the  right  to  reply,  and  crimination  and  re-crimina- 
tion are  sure  to  follow.  This  evil  should  be  guarded 
ajfainst,  by  checking  it  at  its  beginning. 

He  should  always  preserve  a  courteous  and  con- 
ciliating deportment  to  all. 

In  the  appointment  of  committees,  he^  has  many 
opportunities  for  bringing  humble  merit  into  notice, 
and  of  testing  and  making  available  the  capabilities 
of  those  around  him. 

He  should  carefully  avoid  both  petulence  and  fav- 
oritism, act  with  strict  impartiality,  and  by  his  de- 
portment throughout,  show  himself  to  be  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  prosperity  of  the  Order. 

While  he  is  thus,  in  a  measure,  the  director  of  the 
Camp,  he  should  ever  bear  in  mind  that,  at  the  same 
time,  he  is  the  chief  servant  of  the  Camp. 

When  stating  a  question  to  the  Camp  he  should 
remain  seated  until  he  sees  that  no  brother  desires 
to  speak,  but  when  about  to  take  the  vote,  he  should 
rise,  after  which  no  other  brother  is  entitled  to  the 
floor.  .  ,  .  , 

In  all  ballotings,  and  on  questions  upon  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  taken,  the  President  is  required 
to  vote,  but  his  name  should  be  called  last. 

In  other  cases  it  is  not  usual  for  the  President  to 
vote  unless  the  members  are  equally  divided,  or  un- 
less his  vote,  if  given  to  the  minority,  will  make 
the  division  equal — and  in  case  of  such  equal  divi- 
sion, the  motion  is  lost— from  the  fact  of  it  not 
having  been  carried. 

Should  the  President  desire  to  speak  on  any  ques- 
tion before  the  Camp,  he  should  call  a  brother  to 
the  chair  who  is  not  otherwise  officially  engaged—- 
and  he  should  not  resume  it  until  the  question  is 
settled  by  a  vote, 

OF  THE  SECRETARY. 

The  duties  of  a  Secretary  are  more  mechanical 
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than  those  of  a  President,  but  they  are  scarcely  less 
important.  The  office  requires  a  ready  writer,  and 
a  shrewd,  sprightly  and  intelligent  man.  A  dull, 
plodding,  slow-moving  Secretary,  is  a  great  draw- 
back upon  an  efficient  President,  and  a  serious  hin- 
drance to  business.  I  have  known  such  an  associa- 
tion so  to  distress  the  presiding  officer,  as  to  induce 
him  to  undertake,  for  the  time  being,  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  both  offices  at  the  same  time. 

In  this  office,  system  is  everything.  ^  The  Secre- 
tary should  come  to  the  meeting  with  his  books  and 
papers  in  perfect  order.  Every  paper  likely  to  be 
called  for  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  admit  of  be- 
ing produced  the  moment  it  is  wanted.  He  should 
keep  on  a  loose  sheet,  or  on  a  page  of  his  memoran- 
dum book,  a  list  of  all  the  committees  in  full,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  call  over  the  names  of  the  members 
without  the  trouble  of  searching  through  many 
pages  of  his  minute  book;  and  so,  also,  with  items 
of  unfinished  business,  which  he  should  be  able  to 
call  over  in  a  moment. 

He  should  be  quick  in  catching  the  import  of  mo- 
tions, and  verbal  amendments,  and  prompt  in  re- 
ducing them  to  writing  in  a  proper  shape  for  the 
action  of  the  meeting.  Attention  to  this  particular, 
greatly  facilitates  the  progress  of  business. 

The  Secretary's  duties  require  him  to  keep  a  cor- 
rect account  of  the  members  in  attendance;  to  pre- 
serve a  faithful  record  of  the  doings  of  the  Camp;  to 
read  all  papers  handed  him  by  the  President  for 
that  purpose;  to  call  and  record  the  yeas  and  nays, 
whenever  they  are  required  to  be  called,  and  to  noti- 
fy the  chairman  of  each  committee  of  his  appoint- 
ment, giving  him  a  list  of  his  colleagues,  and  stating 
the  business  upon  which  the  committee  is  to  act. 

He  should  keep  a  list  of  each  member's  address, 
and  correct  it  from  time  to  time,  in  case  of  changes 
or  removal,  about  which  he  should  occasionally  in- 
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quire;  and  be  attentive  to  the  issuing  of  notices  of 
meetings  for  the  members,  in  seasonable  time. 

The  Secretary's  minute  book  should  be  both  a 
journal  and  a  record  of  proceedings;  although  it  is 
not  required  of  that  officer  to  take  reports  of  speech- 
es, or  to  make  records  of  things  merely  moved  or 
proposed,  and  which  are  subsequently  withdrawn. 
Every  matter  of  interest,  however,  and  every  propo- 
sition upon  which  a  vote  has  been  taken,  should  be 
carefully  and  accurately  noted. 

The  Secretary  is  charged  with  the  custody  of 
many  important  papers  and  documents,  as  well  as 
with  the  Camp's  records.  These  should  be  carefully 
guarded  and  no  paper  should  be  suffered  to  be  tak- 
en from  his  table  or  his  keeping,  without  a  formal 
vote  of  the  Camp. 

The  Secretary  should  write  a  legible  hand,  and 
understand  punctuation,  so  as  to  be  able  properly 
to  punctuate  his  records.  All  motions,  resolutions, 
and  items  of  business  should  be  in  separate  para- 
graphs, that  they  may  be  readily  discovered  and 
read.  Every  minute  book  should  have  a  copius  in- 
dex; or,  if  this  involves  too  much  labor,  brief  side 
notes,  indicating  the  subjects  in  the  text,  should  be 
placed  on  every  page  of  the  record. 

The  Secretary  is  not  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
taking  part  in  the  deliberations  of  a  meeting,  but 
as  a  general  rule,  it  will  perhaps  be  found  that  he 
can  serve  the  Camp  quite  as  efficiently  by  a  rigid 
attention  to  business,  as  by  occupying  much  time  on 
the  floor. 

OF  THE  TREASURER. 

The  duties  appertaining  to  the  office  of  Treasurer, 
though  essentially  the  same  in  all  institutions,  vary, 
in  detail,  according  to  the  character  and  purpose  of 
the  society.  In  some  they  will  necessarily  be  more 
extended  and  laborious  than  in  others.  To  avoid 
difficulty  and  misunderstanding,  every  duty  expected 
by  this  officer  should  be  specifically  laid  down  in  the 
by-laws. 
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The  Treasurer  should  be  a  man  of  business  habits, 
accustomed  to  accounts,  punctual  and  correct  in  his 
own  dealing's,  and  prompt  and  energetic  in  attending 
to  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  slightest  dereliction 
in  this  department  produces  doubt  and  mistrust,  and 
is  most  pernicious  to  the  interests  of  the  institution; 
and  even  a  loose  and  careless  mode  of  keeping  ac- 
counts, is  often  almost  as  great  a  fault  as  positive 
dishonesty. 

The  Treasurer  is  held  responsible  for  all  moneys 
paid  to  him  on  account  of  the  Camp.  He  should 
charge  himself,  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose, 
with  all  moneys  so  received,  carefully  noting  the 
date,  and  source  whence  they  are  derived.  He  is  al- 
so entrusted  with  the  custody  of  books,  important 
documents  and  papers,  contracts,  deeds,  mortgages, 
etc.,  which  he  should  carefully  preserv^e,  allowing  no 
one  to  remove  them  from  his  possession  without  a 
formal  order  from  the  Camp. 

All  payments  made  by  the  Treasurer  should  be  un- 
der a  resolution  of  the  Camp  on  a  requisition  signed 
by  the^  Pi-esident  and  Financial  Secretary.  These 
resolutions  and  requisitions  together  with  his  re- 
ceipts for  moneys  paid  are  his  vouchers  which  he 
will  file  among  his  papers  and  hand  to  the  auditors 
when  his  accounts  are  to  be  examined.  The  Treasur- 
er should  be  careful  to  take  receipts  for  all  moneys 
by  him  paid  out,  and  also  to  require  that  the  order 
for  the  money  be  endorsed  by  the  person  receiving  it. 

The  number  and  form  of  the  Treasurer's  books 
will  depend  upon  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  duties. 
In  many  societies  it  is  necsesary  to  open  a  ledger 
account  with  every  member; — such  is  the  case  in 
beneficial  societies,  where  money  is  paid  in  regularly 
by  each  member,  at  short  periods. 

The  ^  Treasurer  should  strenuously  endeavor  to 
keep  his  books  well  posted  up,  so  as  to  be  able  to  ex- 
hibit, at  any  and  every  meeting,  a  succinct  account  of 
the  state  of  the  treasury.  This  is  often  a  matter  of 
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the  highest  importance,  and  the  information  may 
frequently  materially  influence  the  action  of  the 
meetin*''. 

As  often  as  the  by-laws  require,  the  Treasurer 
should  have  his  books  and  papers  ready  tor  the 
examination  of  the  auditors,  and  when  the  accounts 
are  gone  over,  the  result  should  be  reported  to  the 
Camp  by  the  auditors,  and  entered  on  the  Secre- 
tary's minutes.  In  many  cases  the  certificate  ot  tne 
auditors  is  written  in  the  Treasurer's  books,  i^rom 
the  date  of  settlement  the  Treasurer  of  course  com- 
mences a  new  account.  .    ,  ^  • 

In  all  Camps  the  Treasurer  is  required  to  give 
bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties. 
These  bonds  should  be  deposited  with  the  Trustees. 
They  should  be  renewed  at  every  successive  election, 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Camp. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  the  ireas- 
urer  should  carefully  settle  up  his  books  and  ac- 
counts, and  deliver  over  all  the  books  papers,  docu- 
ments, funds  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
Camp,  to  his  successor  in  office,  without  unnecessary 
delay  or  hindrance.  Neglect  or  inattention  to  this 
duty,  under  any  pretense,  is  justly  regarded  as  a 
serious  breach  of  propriety. 

APPEALS. 

When  a  decision  is  made  by  the  President,  which 
any  member  believes  to  be  contrary  to  law  or  out 
of  order,  he  may  make  an  appeal  to  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent—which  appeal  should  be  reduced  to  writing-— 
when  the  question  shall  be:  "Does  the  Camp  sustain 
the  President  in  his  decision  ?''— when  the  Pl-esident 
shall  give  the  grounds  of  his  decision,  and  the  ap- 
pellant may  give  the  reason  of  his  appeal— and  all 
the  brethren  may  debate  the  subject  but  no  brother 
shall  speak  more  than  once  on  an  appeal,  unless  by 
permission  of  the  Camp.        ,    .  .       ^  i 

If  an  appeal  is  made  on  a  decision  of  no  general 
importance,  it  may,  by  motion,  be  indefinitely  post- 
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poned  and  thereby  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  sus- 
tained. 

HAVING  THE  FLOOR. 

Every  brother  is  entitled  to  an  opinion,  and  the 
privilege  of  expressing  that  opinion  in  a  proper 
manner  and  while  so  speaknig  should  not  be  inter- 
rupted under  any  consideration,  and  should  a  brother 
give  way  to  another  brother  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
planation or  any  other  purpose,  he  yields  the  floor 
entirely,  and  has  no  claim  whatever  after  the  broth- 
er has  concluded  his  explanations. 

EXCEPTIONS. 

When  a  brother  has  the  right  to  the  floor  for  a 
stated  number  of  minutes,  he  can  yield  any  number 
of  them  to  another  brother,  but  when  the  time  has 
expired  he  has  no  claim  for  an  extension  on  account 
of  having  yielded  a  portion  of  the  time  alloted  to 
him. 

When  a  brother  rises  to  speak  and  has  addressed 
the  Chair  in  the  proper  manner,  the  President 
should  announce  the  name  of  the  speaker,  so  that 
the  attention  of  the  whole  Camp  may  be  directed  to 
the  one  speaking,  for  respectful  attention  is  as 
great  a  compliment  as  boisterous  applause.  And 
particularly  to  the  younger  brethren,  when  endeav- 
oring to  give  expression  to  their  opinions,  should  the 
compliment  of  respectful  attention  be  paid. 

All  motions  and  remarks  made  without  the  broth- 
er first  obtaining  the  floor  by  rising  and  addressing 
the  Chair,  are  breac  hes  of  the  Rules,  and  should  not 
be  noticed  by  the  President,  except  by  way  of  calling 
the  brother  to  order. 

Whenever  it  may  appear  to  inconvenience  a  broth- 
er through  sickness  or  disability  to  stand  while 
speaking,  he  may  be  indulged  to  speak  sitting. 

ON  OBJECTIONS  TO  THE  MINUTES. 

No  objections  to  the  minutes  are  valid,  when  pro- 
posed on  account  of  the  merits  of  an  action  that  has 
been  recorded. 
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If  there  be  an  error  in  the  record,  the  brother  no- 
ticing it  should  reduce  to  writing  his  views  as  to  the 
way  the  minutes  should  read,  and  submit  them  to 
the  Camp  for  approval— if  the  Recording  Secretary 
is  satisfied  that  he  has  committeed  an  error  m  the 
text  of  his  record,  he  should  embody  the  correction 
in  the  last  meeting's  minutes  by  erasure  and  inser- 
tion,   but    if    erasure    and    insertion    cannot  be 
accomplished     without     disfiguring     the  minute 
book,  a  record  should  be  made  in  the  nimutes 
of  the  night  of  adoption,  that  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  corrected  as  to  the  subject  of  *  *  *  to 
read  thus  *  *  *  and  a  marginal  note  should  be  niade 
on  the  incorrect  minutes  that  they  were  corrected  on 
the  meeting  held  *  *  *  19—,  which  should  be  the  next 
meeting  if  practicabe,  and  not  later  than  the  second 
-meeting  after,  under  any  consideration,  except  by  a 
motion  to  rescind.    But,  if  objections  are  made  to 
the  proposed  corrections,  it  must  be  decided  by  a 
vote  of  the  brothers  who  were  present  at  the  meeting 
referred  to,  as  they  should  be  the  only  judges  of  how 
the  action  was  done,  without  bringing  m  an  opinion 
as  to  how  it  should  have  been  done. 

JBXCEPTION  AS  TO  TIME  ALLOWED  TO  CORRECT  MINUTES 

If  at  the  time  the  supposed  errors  are  noticed, 
there  is  not  a  majority  of  the  brothers  present  who 
were  present  at  the  meeting  in  question,  the  adop- 
tion of  the  minutes  may  be  postponed  for  one  week, 
with  a  view  to  obtain  the  presence  of  the  absentees. 

Any  objections  to  the  merits  of  any  action  may  be 
brought  up  by  a  reconsideration  in  the  order  of  new 
business  or  verbal  communications.  .    ^  ^ 

The  rescinding  or  expunging  from  the  minutes  ot 
any  previous  action,  should  require  the  consent  ol 
two-thirds,  otherwise  the  records  of  the  Order  would 
be  at  the  mercy  of  an  ever  fluctuating  majority. 

VOTING  FOR  OFFICERS 

In  all  cases  a  majority  of  the  valid  votes  polled  is 
necessary  to  a  choice. 
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Valid  votes  are  those  cast  for  some  previously 
nominated  candidate. 

If ,  however,  it  should  occur,  during  the  progress  of 
t^  election  that  all  the  nominees  for  any  particular 
office,  have  been  elected  to  other  offices,  the  Camp 
may  proceed  with  the  election  by  voting  for  (what 
IS  commonly  knovm  as)  independent  candidates. 

When  there  is  a  multiplicity  of  candidates,  and  no 
choice  upon  the  first  and  second  ballots,  the  balloting 
will  continue,  and  the  candidate  having  the  lowest 
u  If  J^^^^  ^^^^^  ^®  dropped  at  each  unsucess- 
lul  ballot;  if  there  be  one  or  more  who  have  received 
no  votes  on  the  second  ballot,  he  or  they  shall  be 
dropped  first,  and  a  vote  cast  for  a  candidate  who 
has  been  dropped  shall  not  be  considered  valid. 

PROTEST. 

Should  any  brother  know  of  any  good  cause  why 
any  officer  should  not  be  installed,  he  should  be  pre- 
pared to  present  the  same  in  writing,  or,  not  being 
so  prepared,  should  make  a  verbal  statement  and 
ask  for  a  delay  of  not  longer  than  to  the  next  meet- 
ing to  properly  prepare  one— and  no  officer  should  be 
installed  while  an  objection  is  pending.  When  a 
protest  IS  before  the  Camp,  it  should  be  carefully 
read  so  as  to  be  properly  understood  and  considered; 
Dut  i±  any  malice  is  shown  in  such  protest,  the  quick- 
est disposal  of  it  is  indefinite  postponement 

Protest  may  be  presented  in  like  manner  to  any 
action  of  the  Camp,  and  when  couched  in  respectful 
language,  should  receive  all  due  consideration. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  TERMS  USED  IN  THIS  DIGEST. 

"Convention"  implies  the  whole  length  of  time 
occupied  m  the  sittings  of  the  State  Camp. 

^tP/^^^?'    a^  single  sitting  of  the  State  Camp— as 
the  Morning  Session,  or  Afternoon  Session,  etc. 
^Meeting    apphes  to  Subordinate  Camps  only. 
Camp    applies  to  State  and  Subordinate  Camps, 
when  not  quahfied  in  the  sentence  in  which  it  is 
used. 
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Revised  and  Adopted  by  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Camp  in  Annual  Session  held  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  August  25th,  1903. 


STATE  CAMP  OFFICERS. 

1  An  Officer  of  the  State  Camp  is  subject  to  the 
rules  and  laws  of  the  Order  and  his  Camp,  and  may 
be  placed  on  trial  for  any  violation  of  the  same;  ana, 
if  the  verdict  of  his  Camp  be  suspension  or  ex- 
pulsion his  relation  to  the  Statfe  Camp  is  the  same 
as  to  the  Subordinate  Camp,  and  the  State  Executive 
Committee  should  be  notified  of  the  same. 

2  All  District  Presidents  and  State  Officers  have, 
bv  riffht,  a  voice  (but  no  vote)  in  any  of  the  Camp 
proceedings  in  any  Camp  within  their  jurisdiction. 

SUBORDINATE  CAMP  OFFICERS. 

3  Inasmuch  as  the  office  of  Past  President  is  not 
an  elective  one,  except  at  the  organization  of  a  new 
Camp,  he  cannot  resign  the  office,  nor  can  a  Camp 
legally  accept  his  resignation. 

4.  The  Past  President  of  a  Camp  is  not  finable 
for  absence. 

5  When  the  President  of  a  Camp  vacates  his 
station  during  the  discussion  of  a  question,  to  take 
part  in  the  discussion,  he  should  not  resume  the 
chair  until  the  question  is  settled. 

6  The  President  of  a  Camp  is  privileged  to  vote 
for 'the  election  of  officers,  and  the  election  of  new 
members. 
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7.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to 
notify  the  District  President  of  the  election  of  offi- 
cers, or  the  election  of  an  officer  to  fill  a  vacancy. 

8.  The  Trustees  of  a  Camp  must  be  installed. 

9.  The  Financial  Secretary  is  obliged  to  accept 
money  for  dues  at  any  time  during  the  session  of 
the  Camp. 

DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS. 

10.  A  document  or  communication  sent  to  a  Camp 
by  a  District  President  is  not  official  unless  the  seal 
of  his  office  is  affixed  thereto. 

11.  It  is  best,  but  not  positively  necessary,  that 
the  District  President  should  be  clothed  in  his  official 
regalia  when  conducting  the  ceremony  of  Installa- 
tion. 

APPLICATIONS. 

12.  An  application  for  membership  cannot  be 
withdrawn  after  a  ballot  has  been  taken. 

ARREARAGES. 

13.  A  member  over  thirteen  weeks  in  arrears  for 
dues  is  not  entitled  to  benefits,  although  he  receives 
no  notice  of  his  arrearages  from  the  Financial  Sec- 
retary. 

14.  A  member  allowing  himself  to  become  in 
arrears  for  the  time  specified  in  Section  2,  Article 
v..  Subordinate  Camp  Constitution,  is  not  entitled  to 
benefits  in  case  of  death  of  his  wife  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  said  Section. 

15.  A  Camp  cannot  permit  a  member,  while 
drawing  benefits,  to  become  thirteen  weeks  in  ar- 
rears for  dues. 


110 


DECISIONS 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

16.  There  is  no  law  to  prevent  any  officer  from 
serving  as  Trustee,  or,  on  the  Auditing  Committee, 
but  it  would  not  be  proper  for  an  officer  to  audit  his 
own  accounts.  Good  taste  should  deter  a  Treasurer 
from  acting  as  Trustee. 


BALLOT. 

17.  The  ballot-box  cannot  be  taken  to  the  ante-room 
during  the  progress  of  the  vote. 

18.  A  ballot  for  a  candidate  for  membership  is 
not  in  order  until  a  favorable  report  is  presented 
and  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  investigating  com- 
mittee. 

19.  A  candidate  for  membership  cannot  be  de- 
clared rejected  on  the  first  evening  he  is  balloted  for 
(see  Section  1,  Article  xii.  General  Laws). 


BENEFITS. 

20.  A  member  who  is  taken  sick  before  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Camp  one  year  becomes  entit- 
led to  benefits  at  the  end  of  the  year;  provided  that 
he  has  kept  his  dues  paid  up  during  the  year  within 
the  limit  prescribed  in  Section  1,  Article  V,  Subord- 
inate Camp  Constitution. 

21.  If  a  member  becomes  sick,  and  resides  in  the 
same  place  as  his  Camp  is  located,  and  fails  to 
notify  his  Camp,  or  the  Relief  Committee,  he  cannot 
claim  benefits  by  certificate. 

22.  A  Camp  cannot  suspend  payment  of  benefits 
without  permission  from  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  set  aside  the  law  relating  to  benefits,  the 
same  however  does  not  effect  a  member  who  may  be 
drawing  benfiets  at  the  time  said  permission  is 
granted. 
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CARDS. 

23.  A  member  holding  a  Visiting  Card  is  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  His  Camp. 

24.  A  Transfer  Card  severs  the  connection  of  the 
member  receiving  it  from  the  Camp  granting  it,  the 
moment  the  card  is  accepted  by  another  Camp  and 
he  signs  the  Constitution  book,  and  the  Recording 
Secretary  is  reuqired  to  notify  his  former  Camp  of 
the  date  on  which  the  card  was  accepted. 

25.  A  Visiting  Card  must  in  all  cases  have  the 
seal  of  the  Camp  granting  it  affixed  thereto,  and 
must  contain  the  signature  of  the  holder  in  his  own 
handwriting  on  the  margin. 

26.  A  member  of  a  Camp  can  join  another  Camp 
by  Transfer  Card  without  changing  his  residence. 

27.  A  member  holding  a  Transfer  Card  if  taken 
sick  within  two  weeks  after  receiving  same  is  en- 
titled to  benefits  from  the  Camp  granting  it;  pro- 
vided that  he  has  not  already  deposited  the  card 
in  another  Camp,  and  is  otherwise  properly  qualified. 

CHARGES.  . 

28.  A  member  can  prefer  charges  against  a  mem- 
ber of  another  Camp,  but  the  charges  must  be  pre- 
ferred in  the  Camp  of  the  member  making  them, 
and  his  Camp  acts  only  in  sending  under  its  seal  a 
copy  of  the  charges  to  the  Camp  of  which  the  ac- 
cused is  a  member. 

29.  After  charges  have  gone  into  the  hands  of  a 
trial  committee,  it  is  too  late  to  withdraw  them. 

30.  A  member  who  belongs  to  a  Labor  Union  does 
not  violate  his  obligation  to  the  Order  by  working 
during  a  strike,  and  is  not  liable  to  have  charges 
preferred  against  him  for  so  doing. 
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DROPPED  MEMBERS. 

31.  A  member  who  has  been  dropped  from  the 
roll  for  non-payment  of  dues,  if  reinstated  to  mem- 
bership is  required  to  again  sign  the  Constitution 
book. 

32.  If  a  member  fails  to  leave  his  address  with 
the  Financial  Secretary  in  case  of  removal,  and 
should  thereby  not  receive  a  notice  of  his  standing  m 
the  Camp,  he  can  be  dropped  from  the  roll  for  non- 
paym.ent  of  dues  when  the  time  limit,  six  months, 
or  one  year,  as  the  Local  Laws  of  the  Camp  may 
specify,  has  expired. 


DUES. 

33.  A  member  does  not  owe  his  Camp  any  dues 
until  he  has  been  a  member  thereof  one  week. 

34.  A  member's  weekly  dues  do  not  become  due 
until  the  close  of  the  meeting  of  the  Camp. 

35.  An  officer  of  a  Camp,  to  be  in  good  standing, 
must  pay  his  dues,  regardless  of  any  salary  that  may 
be  due  him  for  services. 

36.  A  fine  cannot  be  imposed  on  a  member  of  a 
Committee  for  neglect  of  duty,  after  his  resignation 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  has  been  accepted  by 
the  Camp. 

37.  An  officer  cannot  be  fined  for  absence  on  a 
night  when  there  was  no  meeting  of  the  Camp  held. 

38.  A  Camp  cannot  fine  a  Treasurer  for  neglect 
to  have  his  keys  at  the  meeting,  unless  said  keys 
belong  to  a  closet  containing  the  ritual,  books,  etc., 
absolutely  necessary  to  conduct  the  regular  business 
of  the  Camp, 

39.  Trustees  are  not  finable  for  absence. 
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40.  A  Camp  cannot  add  fines,  or  assessments  to 
the  account  of  a  member,  until  thirty  days  after 
notice  of  said  assessments  or  taxes  have  been  issued 
by  the  Financial  Secretary. 

ELIGIBILITY  TO  MEMBERSHIP. 

41.  A  person  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the 
Order  who  was  born  of  American  parents  while 
temporarily  residing  or  traveling  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try, either  for  health,  business  or  pleasure,  or  in  the 
employ  of  the  government,  or  in  the  capacity  of  a 
missionary. 

EXPULSION. 

42.  When  the  expulsion  of  a  member  by  his  Camp 
is  declared  illegal  by  the  District  President,  said 
member  is  liable  for  dues  during  the  time  his  appeal 
from  the  action  of  the  Camp  is  under  consideration 
by  the  District  President. 

SUSPENSION. 

43.  A  member  while  serving  a  penalty  of  sus- 
pension for  an  act  he  may  have  committed,  _  is  re- 
quired to  pay  his  dues  during  the  time  of  his  sus- 
pension in  order  to  keep  himself  in  good  standing 
in  the  Camp. 

FINANCIAL  BUSINESS. 

44.  Orders  for  payment  of  bills,  and  sick  benefits 
should  be  dravn  under  the  order  of  "Financial  Busi- 
ness." 

HONORS  OF  OFFICE. 

45.  A  member  elected  to  fill  an  unexpired  term 
of  office,  who  neglects,  or  fails  to  be  installed,  does 
not  receive  the  honors  of  said  office. 
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46.  A  member  appointed  to  serve  in  an  office  dur- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  Camp,  in  the  absence  of  the 
regular  incumbent,  is  vested  with  full  power  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  said  office  for  the  evening. 

INITIATION. 

47.  It  is  proper  to  proceed  with  the  initiation  of 
a  candidate,  who  is  objected  to  by  a  member  for 
reasons  fully  known  to  him  at  the  time  of  said 
candidate's  election;  provided,  the  rules  of  the  Order 
have  been  complied  with,  and  the  Camp  is  satisfied 
that  the  reasons  advanced  are  not  sufficient  to  recon- 
sider the  action  already  taken. 

48.  A  Camp  is  at  liberty  to  elect  and  initiate  a 
person  if  properly  qualified,  irrespective  of  his  place 
of  residence. 

REINSTATEMENT. 

49.  A  reinstated  member  is  not  required  to  again 
assume  the  obligation,  and  again  becomes  a  member 
of  his  Camp  as  soon  as  he  is  duly  declared  elected  by 
the  President  of  the  Camp,  and  signs  the  Constitu- 
tion book. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

50.  An  Honorary  Member  is  not  eligible  to  repre- 
sent his  Camp  at  the  State  Camp  as  a  Delegate, 
neither  is  he  eligible  to  be  elected  to  an  office  in  his 
Camp. 

LOCAL  LAWS. 

51.  A  Camp  can  change  any  Local  Law  when  and 
how  it  pleases;  provided,  that  before  it  can  go  into 
effect,  it  shall  be  approved  by  the  State  Camp  Law 
Committee ;  and  provided  further,  that  the  Camp  has 
no  Local  Law  specifying  the  manner  and  time  of 
changing  such  laws. 
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MINUTES. 

52.  The  minutes  show  the  proceedings  of  a  Camp 
hence  if  correct,  they  must  be  adopted  whether  the 
action  of  the  Camp  was  legal  or  not. 

NOMINATIONS. 

53.  Members  who  are  eligible  can  be  nominated 
for  office  who  are  not  present  at  time  of  nomination. 

PER  CAPITA  TAX. 

54.  Camps  are  required  to  pay  per  capita  tax  to 
the  State  Camp  for  all  members  on  the  roll,  benefi- 
cial or  Honorary,  irrespective  of  their  standing  on 
the  books  of  the  Financial  Secretary. 

RELIEF  COMMITTEE. 

55.  ^  The  report  of  the  Relief  Committee  should  be 
in  writing,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  committee. 

56.  It  is  optional  with  the  Relief  Committee, 
whether  they  watch  with  a  sick  or  disabled  brother, 
or  not. 

REMOVAL  FROM  OFFICE. 

57.  No  form  is  necessary  to  remove  from  office  a 
member  who  is  not  eligible  to  said  office,  even  though 
he  be  elected  and  installed. 

REJECTIONS. 

58.  ^  A  person  whose  application  for  membership 
is  rejected  cannot  be  proposed  again  either  as  an 
active  or  an  Honorary  member,  for  at  least  six 
months  after  the  date  of  his  rejection. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

59.  A  member  cannot  withdraw  from  the  Order 
by  a  verbal  resignation. 
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60.  A  member  may  sever  his  connection  with  the 
Order  by  a  written  resignation.  If  the  resignation 
is  urged  by  the  member,  the  Camp  must  accept  sanae; 
provided,  he  is  square  on  the  books  of  the  Financial 
Secretary,  and  there  are  no  charges  pending  against 
him. 

61.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  acceptance  of  a 
resignation  is  in  order,  subject  to  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  Digest. 

62.  Any  officer  who  resigns  his  office  must  serve 
in  his  position  until  his  successor  is  installed,  and  if 
he  serves  out  the  balance  of  the  term  after  he  re- 
signs, and  no  one  having  been  installed  in  his  place, 
he  is  entitled  to  the  full  honors  of  the  office. 

SICK  MEMBERS. 

63.  It  is  the  duty  of  each  Camp  to  attend  to,  and 
administer  to  the  wants  and  needs  of  a  sick  or  dis- 
abled member  who  is  in  arrears,  the  same  as  though 
he  were  in  good  standing. 

TRIAL  OF  MEMBERS. 

64.  The  proper  time  to  challenge  members  of  a 
trial  committee  is  after  the  nine  names  have  been 
drawn. 

65.  A  Camp  cannot  suspend  or  expel  a  member 
for  an  act  he  may  be  charged  with  having  committed, 
without  first  giving  him  a  fair  and  an  impartial  trial, 
conducted  in  strict  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the 
Order  governing  the  trial  of  members. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

66.  A  Camp  may,  by  a  majority  vote,  suspend  or 
pass  over  any  order  of  business. 

67.  Under  no  circumstances  shall  the  "Unwritten 
Work"  be  translated  or  put  into  writing. 
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